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LO '97 Book Group

Please join us for engaging book discussion and member presentations with a group that's been meeting since
1997! Typically, the group meets every 1st Thursday afternoon from 4:00-5:30. in the Library’s conference room.
Below find information about the tentative selections for the upcoming months. Keep an eye on the calendar for
any changes to meeting time or book choices.
For more information contact Kiira Taylor, Adult Services Librarian, at 503-534-4227 or ktaylor@ci.oswego.or.us

AUGUST
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One Sunday in the spring of 1988, a woman living on a reservation in North Dakota is attacked. The details of the
crime are slow to surface as Geraldine Coutts is traumatized and reluctant to relive or reveal what happened, either
to the police or to her husband, Bazil, and thirteen-year-old son, Joe. In one day, Joes life is irrevocably
transformed. He tries to heal his mother, but she will not leave her bed and slips into an abyss of solitude.
Increasingly alone, Joe finds himself thrust prematurely into an adult world for which he is ill prepared.
While his father, who is a tribal judge, endeavors to wrest justice from a situation that defies his efforts, Joe
becomes frustrated with the official investigation and sets out with his trusted friends, Cappy, Zack, and Angus, to
get some answers of his own. Their quest takes them first to the Round House, a sacred space and place of
worship for the Ojibwe. And this is only the beginning.
Written with undeniable urgency, and illuminating the harsh realities of contemporary life in a community where
Ojibwe and white live uneasily together, The Round House is a brilliant and entertaining novel, a masterpiece of
literary fiction. Louise Erdrich embraces tragedy, the comic, a spirit world very much present in the lives of her
all-too-human characters, and a tale of injustice that is, unfortunately, an authentic reflection of what happens in
our own world today.

SEPTEMBER
A New York Times Bestseller -- In the wake of her mother's death, Cheryl Strayed's family scattered and her
marriage was destroyed. Four years later, twenty- six years old with nothing to lose, Cheryl made a most impulsive
decision: to hike the Pacific Crest Trail from the Mojave Desert to Washington State-- alone. She had no
experience as a long- distance hiker and the trail was little more than an idea. But it was a promise of piecing back
together a life that had come undone.
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OCTOBER
Meet Harold Fry, recently retired. He lives in a small English village with his wife, Maureen, who seems irritated by
almost everything he does, even down to how he butters his toast. Little differentiates one day from the next. Then
one morning the mail arrives, and within the stack of quotidian minutiae is a letter addressed to Harold in a shaky
scrawl from a woman he hasn’t seen or heard from in twenty years. Queenie Hennessy is in hospice and is writing
to say goodbye.
Harold pens a quick reply and, leaving Maureen to her chores, heads to the corner mailbox. But then, as happens
in the very best works of fiction, Harold has a chance encounter, one that convinces him that he absolutely must
deliver his message to Queenie in person. And thus begins the unlikely pilgrimage at the heart of Rachel Joyce’s
remarkable debut. Harold Fry is determined to walk six hundred miles from Kingsbridge to the hospice in
Berwick-upon-Tweed because, he believes, as long as he walks, Queenie Hennessey will live.
Still in his yachting shoes and light coat, Harold embarks on his urgent quest across the countryside. Along the way
he meets one fascinating character after another, each of whom unlocks his long-dormant spirit and sense of
promise. Memories of his first dance with Maureen, his wedding day, his joy in fatherhood, come rushing back to
him—allowing him to also reconcile the losses and the regrets. As for Maureen, she finds herself missing Harold for
the first time in years.
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NOVEMBER
Psychiatrist Viktor Frankl's memoir has riveted generations of readers with its descriptions of life in Nazi death
camps and its lessons for spiritual survival. Between 1942 and 1945 Frankl labored in four different camps,
including Auschwitz, while his parents, brother, and pregnant wife perished. Based on his own experience and the
experiences of others he treated later in his practice, Frankl argues that we cannot avoid suffering but we can
choose how to cope with it, find meaning in it, and move forward with renewed purpose. Frankl's theory-known as
logotherapy, from the Greek word logos ("meaning")-holds that our primary drive in life is not pleasure, as Freud
maintained, but the discovery and pursuit of what we personally find meaningful. At the time of Frankl's death in
1997, Man's Search for Meaning had sold more than 10 million copies in twenty-four languages. A 1991 reader
survey for the Library of Congress that asked readers to name a "book that made a difference in your life" found
Man's Search for Meaning among the ten most influential books in America.
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DECEMBER
Half Inuit and half outsider, Edie Kiglatuk is the best guide in her corner of the Arctic. But as a woman, she gets
only grudging respect from the elders who ruled her isolated community on Ellesmere Island. When a man is shot
and killed while out on an "authentic" Arctic adventure under her watch, the murder attracts the attention of police
sergeant Derek Palliser. As Edie sets out to discover what those tourists were really after, she is shocked by the
suicide of someone very close to her. Though these events are seemingly unrelated, Edie's Inuit hunter sensibility
tells her otherwise. With or without Derek's help, she is determined to find the key to this connection-a search that
takes her beyond her small village, and into the far reaches of the tundra.
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