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Building Blocks Exhibit On Display at the Lake Oswego Public Library 
 
LAKE OSWEGO – The City of Lake Oswego is proud to present an extraordinary exhibit produced by 
curators Marylou Colver, Corinna Campbell-Sack and Erin O’Rourke-Meadors.  This 20-paneled exhibit 
showcases the development of Oswego from mid 1800’s to the present by focusing on how the City grew 
neighborhood by neighborhood.  This artistic endeavor provides an excellent opportunity to convey 
information and express the vitality of the City by relating it to the neighborhoods in which we live today.   
 
The exhibit highlights the development of Lake Oswego including:  

• The Donation Land Claim Act of 1850, which brought the first settlers to the area;  
• the Ladd Estate Company that enhanced and capitalized on the city’s natural landscape in the early 

1900’s;  
• the construction of Lake View Villas in 1912 bringing the only suburban lake resort near Portland at 

the time and marking the beginning of the community of Lake Grove; 
• the beginning of the transition of recreational summer cottages to year-round homes in the 1930’s; 
• the development of Mountain Park, which was destined to be the largest homeowners association 

in the United States in the late 1960’s and remains to be one of the largest today; 
• the expansion in the Holly Orchard area from agriculture to neighborhoods with Tabaridge, the 

earliest development in the area in 1979 and the site of the first Street of Dreams in Lake Oswego in 
1980. 

 
The extraordinary Building Blocks Exhibit was unveiled at the Centennial kick-off event in January 2010 at 
the Lakewood Center then traveled to Luscher Farm for the Centennial Festival.  The exhibit will be on 
display for the month of December at the Lake Oswego Public Library.  From there, the exhibit will go to 
the West End Building where is will be on display in the Santiam Room.  This exhibit will continue to travel 
throughout the City at various venues during the coming year. 
 
For more information about the Building Blocks Exhibit, please contact Kathy Schilling, Special Events 
Coordinator, at kschilling@ci.oswego.or.us or 503-675-3983.  
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