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Lake Oswego Water Supply System Showing Its Age 

 
LAKE OSWEGO – With most Lake Oswego residents dreaming about sunny summer days, a few city 
officials are hoping the wet, cool weather continues for another week or two.  That’s because one of 
Lake Oswego’s large water supply pumps is out of commission.  Until the pump is working again, Lake 
Oswego can’t keep up with peak water demand, which tops out above 16 million gallons per day (mgd).  

The water system’s reliable capacity – the amount of drinking water that can be produced with one 
pump missing – is only 12 mgd.  That’s 25 percent less than the city’s peak water consumption. 

The missing pump is still in the repair shop, but it is expected to be back in action by (July 1).  
Meanwhile, Lake Oswego has requested water customers to help “Beat the Peak”, keeping summer 
daily consumption below that 12 mgd “reliable” level. 

 Reliably meeting Lake Oswego’s current demand for municipal water is becoming more difficult and 
increasingly expensive.  Nearly every piece of Lake Oswego’s water supply system is showing signs of 
wear. From the Clackamas River water intake to the water treatment plant pumps, electrical 
components, treatment equipment, and even the buildings, are aging, in need of replacement or 
undersized.  

Over the past few years Kari Duncan, Lake Oswego’s water treatment plant manager, has documented 
the escalation in rebuilds and repairs to equipment and structures – some more than 40 years old – 
necessary to treat and deliver a dependable supply of water to Lake Oswego residents.  She has 
identified a long list of required renovations that need to happen regardless of whether the supply 
system is upsized or not.  “Just at the river intake pump station for instance, three of the four pumps 
and most of the electrical equipment need to be replaced.  In addition, the floor slab is unstable and the 
intake screens require an upgrade to prevent algae from clogging them.  Throughout the entire water 
supply system pumps, motors, filters, lagoons, structures and even computer hardware are in need of 
improvement or replacement,” said Duncan.  



Short‐term efforts to keep things working do not expand water delivery capacity to meet Lake Oswego’s 
current 16 million gallon per day peak summer water demands.  Pushing the upgrade of our system out 
into the future “will place us at risk of water curtailment notices in the summer, issues with meeting 
system fire flow requirements, and the potential for system outages or the need to take emergency 
water from neighboring systems.”  

 Over the past five years, three intake pumps and motors and one high service motor have been rebuilt 
when they should have been replaced with newer, bigger and more energy efficient equipment.  Due to 
structural instability however, the intake facility would not be a good candidate for larger pumps and 
wouldn’t be able to deliver more water anyway without improvements to water pipelines and the 
treatment plant itself.  In 2009, the roof at the water treatment plant was resurfaced to stop leaks but 
needs be restructured to allow better drainage and improved access.  In 2007 temporary foam‐type 
soundproofing was installed in the intake building in response to neighbor complaints.  The material is 
not durable and a more permanent solution will soon be needed.  Duncan is concerned that “the cost of 
these band‐aid fixes will continue to rise over the years while our system reliability will continue to 
decrease.”    

Fortunately the city is actively working to solve these problems.  The Lake Oswego Tigard Water 
Partnership is designed to meet Lake Oswego’s need for upgrade and expansion of its system in the 
lowest‐cost way possible.  For Tigard, the Partnership will meet its water needs into the foreseeable 
future more affordably than other options.  Making the needed changes alone would cost significantly 
more than combining resources with the City of Tigard. “By continuing our design and construction 
progress, we will avoid pushing off potential problems until it is too late and much more costly,” adds 
David Prock, Water Partnership Deputy Director. 

For more information visit the project website at www.lotigardwater.org. 

 

In 2008, Lake Oswego and Tigard signed an intergovernmental agreement to share water resources and 
facilities by creating the Lake Oswego Tigard Water Partnership. The Partnership is currently in the 
design phase and will upgrade and construct new facilities between 2012 and 2015. 
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