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Nationwide Emergency Alert System Test to Take Place on November 9, 2011  

 
LAKE OSWEGO – On Wednesday, November 9 at 11 a.m., the first nationwide test of the Emergency Alert 
System (EAS) will be conducted by the Federal Emergency Management Agency and the Federal 
Communications Commission. The nationwide test will involve broadcast radio and television stations, 
cable television, satellite radio and television services and wireline providers across all states and 
territories. 
 

What you should expect: 
• Your radio, TV or cable program will be interrupted by the EAS signal. The message will last for 

approximately three minutes and then regular programming will resume. 
• Although the nationwide EAS test may resemble the periodic monthly local EAS tests that most 

people are familiar with, there will be some differences in what people may see or hear. During the 
test, the public will hear a message indicating “this is a test”. The audio message will be the same 
for everyone, however due to limitations of the EAS, the video test message may not be the same 
and may not indicate “this is a test”. This is due to the use of a “live” national code – the same code 
that would be used in an actual emergency. Also, the background image that appears on video 
screens may indicate “this is a test” but in some cases there may be no image at all.  

• The test will involve only those communications service providers that participate in the EAS. 
Mobile communication devices will not be affected.  

 

The National-level EAS is a public alert and warning system that enables the President of the United States 
to address the public during extreme emergencies. The EAS is often used by state and local emergency 
managers to deliver important emergency information, such as AMBER alerts and weather information, to 
specific areas.  
 

Although local and state components of the EAS are tested on a weekly and monthly basis, there has never 
been an end-to-end nationwide test of the system. This test will help ensure that the system works as 
intended should public safety officials ever need to send an alert or warning to a large region of the United 
States.  
 

Additional information about the test is available at www.fcc.gov/nationwide EAS test.  
 

For information on how you can prepare for an actual emergency, visit www.Ready.gov.  
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