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Next Phase of Lake Oswego’s Interceptor Sewer Project Brings Savings 
 

LAKE OSWEGO – On March 4, 2010, the Lake Oswego Interceptor Sewer (LOIS) project received bids from 
five prequalified general contractors for the last phase of the LOIS project - the “Lake Down” phase.  The 
low bid was submitted by the James W. Fowler Company at $26,870,000, more than $10 million under the 
project estimate of $37.4 million.  Bids received ranged from the low bid to $38,375,000. 
 
Joel Komarek, Project Director said, “This is great news for the community.  What we thought was a $124.5 
million improvement in early 2009 is now closer to $95 million.”  Similar levels of unanticipated savings on 
the lake full phase, which is currently underway, have resulted in lower-than-anticipated costs for the 
overall construction program.  
 
The Lake Down phase of the interceptor project will involve connecting pipe placed during the lake full 
phase to portions of the existing interceptor.  Lake Down activities include lowering the level of Oswego 
Lake by 22 feet, constructing temporary construction roads across portions of the lakebed, demolition and 
rebuilding of some existing manholes, connecting new, near-shore manholes to the interceptor pipeline, 
and constructing a bypass pumping system to maintain sewer service while construction work occurs.  This 
phase of work will also include relining sections of the interceptor in West Bay, Lakewood Bay and Foothills 
area with cured in place plastic liners to prolong life and increase stability.   
 
The LOIS system replaces the interceptor sewer line, the backbone of the City's wastewater system, located 
in Oswego Lake. Replacement of the interceptor is critical to ensuring the environmental protection of 
Oswego Lake and maintaining sewer service for residents. The existing interceptor is undersized, resulting 
in overflows during heavy rains, and is vulnerable during an earthquake. 
 
For questions on the bid, please contact Citizen Information Coordinator, Jeff Selby at 503-699-7466.  For 
more information on the LOIS Project, go to www.loisnews.com. 
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