
All comments sorted chronologically

As of May  9, 2013,  4:26 PM

As with any public comment process, participation in Open City Hall is voluntary.  The statements in this record are not
necessarily representative of the whole population, nor do they reflect the opinions of any government agency or elected
officials.  

Page 1 of 7

Budget Committee Testimony for May 9
Comments for the Budget Committee to aid in their discussions for the May 9 (final) meeting.

All comments sorted chronologically

As of May  9, 2013,  4:26 PM http://www.peakdemocracy.com/1288



Introduction

The City Manager’s Proposed budget was released April 18. The Budget Committee, made up of the
City Council and seven appointed citizens, will review, discuss, and recommend their budget to the
Council. The City Council is scheduled to adopt a final budget on June 4. 

The Budget Committee is scheduled to meet April 25, May 2 and May 9 at 6:00 in City Hall. The
Budget Committee encourages citizens to learn about proposed changes to the budget and to provide
input. Citizen comment is taken at both the beginning and end of the meeting. Attending the meetings
and providing direct input is very useful to the process. If you are not able to attend a meeting, an
online opportunity is available here through Open City Hall for each meeting. 

This online comment period is for the May 9, 6:00 meeting at City Hall.
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As of May  9, 2013,  4:26 PM, this forum had:
Attendees: 112
Participants: 16
Minutes of Public Comment: 48

9 participants posted comments
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Name not shown inside Lake Forest May  9, 2013,  4:24 PM

It is disingenuous to imply that Lake Oswego is running out of money and needs to cut valued
programs which the recently released city survey affirms and which civic minded constituents have
helped put in place.   By increasing revenue and thoughtfully making prudent expense cuts, most of
the programs on the "decision packages" can be maintained.   Moving tasks to other department or to
the city manager's office is just another way to eliminate them.   

The business community has benefited from the economic development department since its
inception.  As a businessperson I would certainly like to know why the City of Lake Oswego's
economic development effort is being stripped while other communities around ours are adding such
departments or increasing budget.  We need to maintain this effort as one of the valuable elements
effective in  maintaining our property values and making more robust the stream of revenue from
property taxes. 

Robert Le Chevallier inside Forest Highlands May  9, 2013,  4:16 PM

The Chamber of Commerce Government Affairs Committee has recommended today to the full
chamber board that the city not eliminate or reduce it Economic Development Program.  The
Chamber Board will not have a chance to meet before tonight's budget meeting.  The citizens survey
show a high degree of support for economic development.  We need to attract new businesses and
retain our existing business. Other cities such as West Linn and Oregon City are adding to their
economic development programs not cutting it.  The Oregon City Main Street program netted 48 new
business for a very depressed downtown in that community. 

Also, we need a fully staffed economic development program to continue our downtown
redevelopment and Boones Ferry street project. For example if the Wizer block is developed the block
will generated over $600,000 to the city coffers plus an excise tax to the school district.  Lake Oswego
has a reputation of being difficult to work with and expensive for developers who want to do quality
projects.  We need to change that reputation by reaching out to businesses outside of our community
and having adequate resources and planning staff for those who want to invest in city and improve the
city's tax base. Results should be measureable so that citizens continue see the value of the program.

Douglas Cushing inside Holly Orchard May  9, 2013,  4:13 PM

Although the vote last week was to eliminate the Economic Development program of the city I would
urge you to reconsider that decision.  Every city around us is adding staff in this area.  The City
Survey just recently conducted showed that while 45% felt appropriate effort was being waged here,
32% supported a more intensive effort!!
Lake Oswego is a great place to live - but the retail, commercial, office and industrial vitality of the city
is also essential to our economy and fiscal support of the other aspects of life here.
As a practicing attorney and member of the Chamber of Commerce board of directors I cannot fathom
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how we will say to prospective clients or new businesses, "LO doesn't believe in economic
development so we killed that department."  
Given the vacant office spaces and property throughout the city, NOT just under LORA's domain, that
needs redevelopment there is no logic for the limited cost savings projected.  Reinstating this program
should be a quick decision.
Doug Cushing
Jordan Ramis PC
President-elect, LO Chamber of Commerce

Name not shown inside Palisades May  8, 2013,  6:28 PM

I am becoming more frustrated with our city government.  Mayor Studebaker has tried to ram crap
through since the day he got there and it's getting out of hand.

1 Supporter

Name not shown inside Lake Grove May  8, 2013,  4:36 PM

As I watch the budget committee deliberations, it strikes me that a few very opinionated folks on this
committee seem to think it is their role to set policy for the City. Not so. Policy setting is the Council's
role. It's not up to the budget committee chairman (who seems to very biased against family/children
related services) or the budget committee to be indignant about taxpayers supporting services from
Parks & Recreation when City Councils long before this one made decisions on what types of
services to offer citizens of Lake Oswego.

Another thing I find odd is the recommenation by committee/council members to add to the "puts list"
items like $150,000 for repair of the LO High School Swimming pool, or $90,000 to turf a little league
infield, or $750,000 to buy woods in someone's back yard while having no empathy or remorse for
eliminating positions of loyal, valued City workers. 

The Lake Oswego School District gets plenty of services each year (about $800,000) from the City,
yet they continue to ask for more. Why should the City lay off people to pay for School District
services? Not a good move for Councilor Goodman.....

2 Supporters

Bruce Brown inside Uplands May  8, 2013,  3:47 PM

The work of both the sustainability staff and the Sustainability Advisory Board are essential elements
to the administration and governance of our city.  They not only support all the other functions of the
city with extremely knowledgeable insight and foresight but they also reflect the quintessential core
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value of Lake Oswego....livability.  The budget for the SAB is negligible since it is made up of
dedicated citizen volunteers. But the funded Sustainability Staff, which aids and supports the SAB
and all other city departments, is critical to communication and utilization of the SAB's hard work with
the city's various departments and boards.  Furthermore, both of these entities provide  value through
promoting economic efficiency in city operation and capital improvements through sustainable
practices. Aggressive promotion of simple ideas like green building design, energy/water
conservation, reduction of waste and toxic chemicals in the environment can actually save the city
significant money in the long view.  Spending a dollar today to save multiple dollars in the future is just
common sense.  Thank you.

3 Supporters

Name not shown inside McVey-South Shore May  4, 2013,  2:27 PM

I support funding for Sustainability Department/staff and feel these should be considered as core
services as opposed to enhancements. I do support  increase in taxes, fees, franchise fees, etc in
order to maintain and build upon these services.

2 Supporters

Name not shown inside McVey-South Shore May  3, 2013,  4:06 PM

I completely support the efforts of the Budget Committee to focus on core services.  Cuts in
expenditures should be in enhancements.  I support the elimination of the Sustainability
Department/staff.  I do not support any increase in taxes, fees, franchise fees, etc.  

I would ask the City to consider User Fees:  parks programs, concerts, etc.  Users of these services
should support these programs.  

Thanks to the Budget Committee for their hard work!

2 Supporters

Name not shown inside Blue Heron May  3, 2013, 12:17 PM

The focus on tightening the belt on costs is appropriate.  Please continue to focus on the hard costs
of running our City and continue to scale back growth on programs that do add ambience.   Continue
to look for ways to cut costs and reduce staffing (and likely programs).  We have very nice people, but
far too many for a city of our size to support.  Look for ways to cut such as delaying purchases
perhaps of the fire truck, selling some of the many police cars we have on hand at the city.  

Create a tangible way to start reducing the WEB debt.  It may be low loan costs today, but that will
change one day very soon.  

Keep the Water project as small as possible to keep costs down.  Cut some of the water project staff.
Make it clear to citizens that Tigard is paying their fair share of WEB building staff and rent of space
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for those who are working on the project.  Work to have Tigard pay LO some "earnest money" and
payments toward this project now.  Show that costs are shared.  

Thanks

4 Supporters

Budget Committee Testimony for May 9
Comments for the Budget Committee to aid in their discussions for the May 9 (final) meeting.

Page 7 of 7All comments sorted chronologically

As of May  9, 2013,  4:26 PM http://www.peakdemocracy.com/1288


