
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Development Review Commission Minutes 

 
July 2, 2012 

 
CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 
 
Vice Chair Don Richards called the July 2, 2012 meeting of the Development Review Commission 
(DRC) to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, 
Oregon. 
 
Members present: Vice-Chair Don Richard, Bob Needham, Jeff Peck, , and Ann 

Johnson 
Members excused: Chair Gregg Creighton, Brent Ahrend, and Frank Rossi  
Staff present: Hamid Pishvaie, Assistant Planning Director; Evan Boone, 

Deputy City Attorney, Debra Andreades, Senior Planner; and 
Janice Reynolds, Administrative Support.  

 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
LU 12-0016, a request by Lake Oswego School District for approval of the following:  

• A Conditional Use Permit and a Development Review Permit in order to construct up   to 
eight portable classrooms. 

• A Class 2 variance to LOC 50.06.001.5.g, which requires new structures to be located 
within 30 feet of a public street. 

The property is located at:  5850 McEwan Road [Tax Lot 300 of Tax Map 21E19 BA].  Staff 
coordinator is Debra Andreades, Senior Planner. 
Vice Chair Don Richards opened the public hearing.  Mr. Boone outlined the applicable criteria and 
procedure. Vice Chair Richards (landscape architect/certified arborist), Commissioners Needham 
(retired lawyer), Johnson (retired housing manager); and Peck (engineering technician).  No one had 
made a site visit, but everyone was familiar with the site. When invited, no one present challenged the 
authority of any Commissioner to hear the application.   
 
STAFF REPORT 
Debra Andreades, Senior Planner presented her staff report. The school district has proposed three 
different site designs allowing for multiple configurations of the additional classrooms. The pedestrian 
circulation of the site is maintained as before with the students reaching a maximum of 460.  The 
school district is proposing paving the on-site pathways in order to keep students from walking in the 
parking lot.  The district is also asking for a hardship variance in order to locate the portable 
classrooms more than 30 feet from a street.   
Staff found the application complied with all conditional use criteria. The proposed structures meet the 
lot coverage requirements and did not trigger additional parking requirements.  Staff had examined 
the potential for visual, noise, light and traffic impacts.  The proposed scale, siding material and colors 
addressed visual impacts.  The site plan showed the proposed structures were positioned to 
maximize the distance to adjacent residential structures.  That would minimize noise impacts.  Staff 
found the applicant had demonstrated that the variance criteria were met.   
 
Staff entered a new exhibit G-200, a letter from Tamara Di’Vergilio into the record.   
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APPLICANT 
 
Dr. Bill Korasch, Lake Oswego School District, stated the district has to be adaptive, responding to 
economic challenges and maintaining very high student performance, thus the need for portable 
classrooms. He stated they will only site the required amount of portables that are actually needed.   
 
Stu Kessler, Lake Oswego School District, stated these are challenging times for the district.  He 
thanked City staff for helping with this application process and noted that the conditions of approval 
are reasonable.  He asked that the proposed student cap of 460 could be flexible, as they are not sure 
at this time of the enrollment for the school.  He noted that the 8 units is an optimistic enrollment 
growth figure, and would hope to see growth in all the schools in enrollment.  In the coming year they 
only anticipate one portable class room.  They are proposing a path from McEwan Rd. to the existing 
sidewalks at each corner of the school property. 
Dorothy Cofield, Lake Oswego School District Attorney – She asked Mr. Kessler to pass out a 
colored version of the pathway plan.  She asked the Commission for flexibility to come the City 
Manager to ask for approval if the district goes over the cap of 460 students, rather than to come back 
for another hearing. 
 
PROPONENTS 
 
Peter Klaebe, Rosewood Neighborhood Assoc. – He stated that the Rosewood Neighborhood 
Association Board met last week to discuss these portable units being installed at the school. They 
are pleased with the staff report and analysis. He continued, stating there will be additional pedestrian 
and bicycle traffic to the school and it’s only fair for the City to ask for a pathway from the corners and 
in front of the school.  
OPPOSED 
None 
NEITHER FOR NOR AGAINST 
Mark Bachman, Bass Lane – he suggested there needs to be an in depth look at the student 
population caps because the numbers the district is using are not based in reality. 
REBUTTAL  
Dorothy Cofield, Lake Oswego School District Attorney, drew attention to F-6 and the traffic 
analysis which states that all driveway movements will continue to operate at a level of a-b.  The site 
can accommodate the extra portables.  She also requested a condition regarding the cap on student 
population, asking for a revised condition that would allow for them to go directly to the City Manager 
for approval if they go over the cap, rather than come back for another public hearing. 
Commissioner Needham stated that we are responsible to the citizens and if the impact of making 
this school much larger is causing a problem, we need to preserve citizen’s rights to hold another 
public hearing. 
Mr. Boone prior to closing the public hearing read the procedures for requesting additional time to 
submit evidence and appeal of the decision.  The applicant requested that the Commissioners 
deliberate the application at this hearing.   
DELIBERATIONS 
Commissioner Richards noted that the proposed temporary pathways will be one of the most 
important parts of this site, as the children need to be safe on these pathways especially with the 
increased enrollment at the school. 
Commissioner Peck agrees that access is really important to keep in as a condition and 
Commissioner Needham concurred. 
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Commissioner Richards suggested that we could condition project to come back to us on an annual 
basis for us to review the parking and traffic issues.  Commissioner Peck concurred. 
Commissioner Needham moved to approve LU 12-0016 with conditions as amended.  
Commissioner Peck seconded; passed 4-0. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no other business Vice-Chair Richards adjourned the meeting at approximately 7:56 
p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Janice Reynolds 
Administrative Support 

 


