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Dear DRC and Staff, 

In response to the six formal letters from the surrounding neighbors, I 
wanted to address each of those letters with my re-submittal of facts 
regarding the Partition LU 17-0065. 

In carefully reading each of these letters from the neighbors, they clearly 
aren’t submitting new facts of what was already heard in the DRC 
hearing on October 16th, 2017; However, I want take this opportunity to 
respond to their comments in hopes we can have a clearer picture of my 
proposal to partition this property. 

Although I am truly sensitive to the neighbors and the emotions they 
must be feeling, my profession is building and developing land and upon 
buying the original home and land, I had done extensive research and 
due-diligence regarding the home and the property it was on. Hiring an 
engineer, soils engineer and designer before anything was ever purchased 
was just a part of the answers I needed. I additionally prepared a 
proposed engineered design and had the pre-application meeting with 
the City, to ensure I was operating under the codes set forth by the City 
of Lake Oswego for a partition of two lots. Soon after my pre-
application, I was very comfortable with the information I received from 
the City Planning Department and my results from the engineers and 
their investigations of the property to be able to create a second lot and 
meet all of the City’s codes and requirements with no variances to those 
codes. As the application shows, we have met those requirements set 
and have received the recommendation for approval by the City and its 
staff. 

It seems that throughout this process, there has been some confusion as 
to how this works and the neighbors relying almost solely on the actual 
building of a residential home, tree’s being removed and what is going to 
be done after the partition is approved. There were also comments 
regarding the concern for the storm water detention, but again, this was 
addressed in the hearing and in our application by both our soils and 
Geotechnical engineers. Additionally, and without sounding callous to the 
emotions the neighbors are feeling because of the proposed change, I 
need to reiterate that the DRC needs to look at the facts of what the 
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codes are for approving a partition, which we have clearly met. I 
understand the neighbors want this be looked at as a “whole”, but there 
are very specific codes and details of going through the partition process 
and then the building process for obtaining permits. I know it was 
mentioned in one of the letters that it was “obvious” we do not have a 
firm plan on the final design and placement of the home. Although I have 
a good feel for what I can do and what the code will allow for building a 
residential home, it would not be prudent for me to design anything until 
I know the final results of what I must work with, once approved nor 
should it be considered in this application. There are very detailed and 
clear definitions of what must be done to obtain an approved building 
permit, but this hearing is NOT about what I will be building in the 
future, since nothing can be determined until a final plat is recorded and I 
have met all the necessary requirements to develop or partition a piece 
of land. All of which are set by our detailed city codes and process’s. 
Once the partition is approved, I will then have to go through the design 
process of the home and submit those plans to the City for building 
permits, which is another process of additional codes having to be met.  

 

Please excuse my redundancy of explaining process and codes, as I know 
the DRC is very much aware and very knowledgeable of all our City 
codes and the process, but because of the substance of these letters and 
the comments of the letters not defining anything with regards to any 
violation or material facts that show I have not submitted all the 
applicable information set forth by our City codes. Again, I understand 
there were comments with regards to storm water, which is something 
that needed to be addressed as a part of this application; however, this 
was addressed with my professionals present at the hearing and 
additionally addressed in our submittal of this application. Please refer to 
the application and our engineers Theta and RSS reports and designs, 
which clearly describe the infiltration of the soil and additionally the 
design of the proposed storm system and their approval. 

In reference to almost all of the letters and the continued discussion of 
the building of a residential home, I ask that the DRC look at the items 
and codes I need to follow for a partition. I don’t say that to minimize 
their concerns of a home being built on this site, but this hearing and 
application is about partitioning a lot and meeting those requirements. 

As one can see in the submitted application, I have met all the City 
requirements with no variances. I have submitted all required soils 
reports, potential designs to address all the storm water and impervious 
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areas. I have additionally submitted landslide studies for this site, all of 
which has been approved by my engineers and the City staff.  

Although many of the engineering questions in a couple of letters have 
been addressed and is clearly shown on the submitted application, I want 
to further explain that anything eventually approved to be built, (roads, 
retaining walls, storm systems, utilities, slopes, etc.) must meet the City’s 
engineering approval before any work can commence and although we 
have submitted all the engineered plans showing how the proposed 
engineering works, we will need to meet that requirement, but that it 
should not be a part of this application for the approval of a partition. 

In closing, I believe in three of the six letters state “they realize I am 
meeting all codes and planning requirements”, which I hope is the 
opinion of the DRC, since the facts and our submittal clearly show we 
met all the necessary requirements required for a partition. Again, I 
understand the emotion and “sadness” of changes as one letter states, 
but this approval needs to held to the standards that have been set forth 
by the city, which we have met. 

Sincerely, 

 

Sean Foushee 

Elite homes 

 

 




