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CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 

 
June 14, 2000 

 
==================================================================== 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Jeannie McGuire called the meeting of Wednesday, June 14, 2000 to order at 7:00 PM 
in the Human Resources Conference Room of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, 
Oregon. 
 
Members present were Chair McGuire, Vice Chair Kimberly Gruetter, Karen Cronin Wheat 
and Howard Shapiro.  Bryan Daum, Lindsay Maughan and Bettyann Raschko were absent.  
Staff present was Ron Bunch, Long Range Planning Manager. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The May, 2000 regular minutes were reviewed and approved by presented. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
The HRAB reviewed an article in Oregon Home Magazine about an exemplary single family 
home remodeling project on Furnace Street in First Addition.  It was expressed that what was 
being done was consistent with the historic character of Old Town.  It was stated that persons 
that do this excellent work should be acknowledged in a positive way. 
 

IV. ACTION ITEMS 
 
Historic Archives:  The Board expressed its concern about the sorry state of the City’s 
Historic Resources Library. There have been many materials go missing.  A secure location 
needs to be found to the City’s historic archives. 

 
Recommended Action: Staff indicated that some office moves were going to occur and this 
would provide an opportunity to have a specific spot for the City’s historic archives.   

 
Membership Issues:  It was with regret that the resignation of Fritz Harris Glade was 
announced.  Also the group expressed the desire to have an active membership.   

 
Recommended Action:   Staff was asked to identify a process to excuse members that have 
not met the membership requirements outlined in the City Charter. 
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Big Houses, Small Lots and Neighborhood Character:  The HRAB discussed the issue of 
big houses and small lots and agreed that oversized and / or poorly designed housing  in 
existing older neighborhoods, such as First Addition were changing, or had the potential to 
change, the historic quality and character of neighborhoods. 

 
Recommended Action: There was consensus that the HRAB should participate in the City’s 
efforts to architectural quality and compatibility in its neighborhoods. 

 
Thiele House and Definition of Remodeling:  There was substantial discussion regarding 
whether the City’s use of a remodeling definition that allowed demolition of everything except 
the foundation or a standing wall contributed to the loss of historic homes such as the Henry 
Thiele House.  It was stressed that $54.00 is a pittance to pay to demolish a historic building. 

 
Recommended Action: There was consensus that the HRAB would ask staff to investigate the 
possibility of amending the definition. 

 
Application of the City’s Historic Standards to Buildings on the National Register:  
The HRAB reviewed the problem posed by the City’s Historic Review Standard to properties 
that are on the National Register.  In one case, the property owner wished to remodel a 
national register home, but the City’s process takes so long that they had to remove the house 
from the local list to do the remodeling in a timely manner..  They then proceeded to get 
approval from the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) and then reapply to put the 
house back on the local inventory. 

 
The Board stressed that there was a lack of public information about what properties were on 
the National Historic register and that this information needed to be developed and made 
available to property owners and staff.  There was discussion about the ever-increasing loss of 
the community’s historic resources.  There was consideration of whether the Council could: 1) 
establish a moratorium on demolition of historic structures for a specific time-period; 2) issue a 
proclamation that the City valued its historic resources and would endeavor to protect them; 
3) establish specific tax incentives for protection and appropriate restoration of historic 
buildings. 

 
Recommended Actions:  The HRAB agreed that the local standards needed revision to 
prevent the NHR property problem this from happening again.  Also, the HRAB asked staff 
to identify the NHR properties and make the information widely available, including he City’s 
web page.  Staff was asked to provide a perspective of, to what extent could local standards 
be developed to protect historic properties. Perhaps some examples from other communities 
might be available.   

 
Promotion of Lake Oswego’s Historic Character and Culture:  There is little that the 
City could do protect its historic buildings due to the state law.  However it was stressed that 
perhaps some local standard or regulation could be established that would not contravene the 
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state.  It was agreed that this worth researching.  Perhaps the public could be invited to 
nominate their properties voluntarily to the local inventory so it would be more difficult for 
them to be removed.  Also, the public could be educated about possible deed restrictions for 
demolition.  Also work discussion was a Citywide Historic Merit Award and historic publicity 
in the City’s newsletter.  It was stated that there were lots of opportunities for historic 
interpretation to take place for the purpose of public education , such as the Oswego Canal, 
George Rogers Park, Iron Mountain Road / Open Space, First Addition, Tryon Creek State 
Park.   Of particular interest in preservation and protection of the furnace chimney at George 
Rogers Park.  The Board agreed that these are all things that they would like to be involved in.  
There are also lots of buildings in Lake Oswego worthy of historic plaques. 

 
Recommended Action:  There was general agreement that the Board should change its 
orientation to historic and cultural preservation and education and identify specific tasks such 
as taking on preservation and restoration of the chimney at George Rogers Park.  The unique 
history of the iron industry in Lake Oswego was mentioned as a worthy task.  Also mentioned 
was the oral history tradition of the community embodied in the town’s older residents.  It was 
emphasized that the Board should still be concerned with preservation of historic buildings, but 
had to work within the current legislative constraints. 

 
The Board agreed that a special meeting should be held to re-think the HRAB’s mission and 
work program.  A recommendation in this regard should be made to the City Council at a 
later date. 

 
Ertz House and Deconstruction:  The HRAB expressed concern that the Ertz House 
(previously on the National Historic Register) was not being deconstructed in a manner, which 
satisfied good deconstruction principles.  It was expressed that deconstruction had a 
relationship to a tax credit being received by the current owner. 

 
Recommended Action:   The Board agreed that some investigation needed to be done to 
determine if the City or some other body could assure that deconstruction was being done in a 
manner consistent with guidelines.  The Board also agreed that demolition of a structure should 
involve more than just paying a $54.00 permit fee and that an analysis of the City’s Codes in 
this regard was in order.   

 
Canal Head Gate:  It was reported that the canal head gate was to be placed in Roehr Park. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
None. 

 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
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There being no further business, Chair McGuire adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:30 
PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Ron Bunch 
Long Range Planning Manager 
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