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CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 

 
September 13, 2000 

 
==================================================================== 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Kimberly Gruetter called the meeting of September 13, 2000 to order at approximately 
7:00 PM in the Human Resources Conference Room of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake 
Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present were Chair Gruetter, Vice Chair Jeannie McGuire, Bettyann Raschko and 
Howard Shapiro.  Karen Cronin Wheat was excused.  Bryan Daum was absent.  The term of 
Lindsay Maughan had expired. 
 
Ellie McPeak attended as a City Council Liaison.  Staff present were Ron Bunch, Long Range 
Planning Manager and Sidaro Sin, Associate Planner. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of April 12, 2000; June 14, 2000 and July 12, 2000 were approved 
unanimously, with the following correction:  The April 12, 2000 minutes were corrected to 
indicate that the Minutes of March 8, 2000 were approved at that meeting.   
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
The Board received a resignation letter from Lindsay Maughan, who indicated she planned to 
attend the University of Washington.     
 
The HRAB had also been notified that Ron Wallace and Daniel Smith, out of state owners of 
2145 Glenmorrie Lane (“Morrie House”), had requested that property be removed from the 
City of Lake Oswego Historic Landmark Designation Listing, and the City had agreed to do 
so.  Mr. Bunch related that the owners were proposing to partition the five-acre sized 
property into four separate parcels and demolish the house, which was an excellent example 
of early 1920’s architecture.    
 
Mr. Sin updated the members on the City’s attendance policy.  He advised that the Chair 
could request that a member be removed from the Board for misconduct (including conflicts of 
interest) and nonperformance of duty, (including unexcused absences). 
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IV. ELECTION OF OFFICERS 
 
Mr. Shapiro nominated Jean McGuire for HRAB Chair.  Ms. Gruetter seconded the 
motion and Ms. McGuire was elected unanimously.  Mr. Shapiro nominated 
Kimberly Gruetter for Vice Chair.  Ms. McGuire seconded the nomination and Ms. 
Gruetter was elected unanimously.   
 

V. ACTION ITEMS 
 
Mission Statement 
 
Mr. Bunch recalled that the HRAB desired to create a mission statement that would reflect its 
role in the community.  In their previous discussions the members had indicated their desire to 
maintain the City’s historic resources and they had indicated the Board could provide 
guidance and information about alternatives to property owners who were considering 
modifying or removing historic structures.   He also recalled suggestions to highlight the City’s 
iron industry history to attract visitors, and to provide the schools with information about local 
history.  He acknowledged that the Oswego Heritage Council also focused on historic 
projects; however, he said they were primarily interested in private projects.  He suggested 
the HRAB focus on public projects, such as the new Oswego Canal Bridge.  He explained 
that very few people were aware that the canal had been dug in the 1850s or 1860s by Asian 
laborers in order to provide a route to convey produce and timber around the river falls before 
construction of the Locks at Oregon City.  He suggested that the Board could serve the City 
in an advisory capacity similar to that of the Arts Commission to ensure that residents and 
visitors learned the history and character of the City and its neighborhoods.  He recalled 
seeing old photographs of Block 138 that people would find interesting, and he related that 
workers at a sewer construction project in First Addition had found numerous obsidian 
arrowheads that indicated the area had been an early trading location for Native Americans.  
He also suggested they consider becoming involved in the project to restore the old smelter 
chimney.   
 
Ms. McGuire suggested that every new City project should feature an historic component.  
She said it was not too late to provide an interpretive board at Millennium Park to help visitors 
understand what they were seeing as they looked out over the lake.  She suggested that the 
Board request City funding during the next budget process.  She opined the City should have 
considered saving and moving the mural wall that had been demolished on Block 138 and the 
façade of the old pharmacy along State Street.  
 
The staff agreed to develop the Boards comments and suggestions into a draft statement for 
the member’s review at the next meeting.  The Board suggested that the mission statement and 
work program to be presented to the City Council include the following items: 
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• Promote and interpret Lake Oswego history where possible in the implementation of 

public works projects, development of park and recreation facilities and on existing 
public lands and buildings.   

 
• Make Lake Oswego history available to the City’s citizens through special events, 

mailings and interpretation.   
 

• Support preservation and designation of Lake Oswego Heritage Trees and other 
nonstructural historic places.   

 
• Promote destination tourism in Lake Oswego by highlighting the special characteristics 

of City history, including the iron ore industry.   
 

• Seek outside funding sources and foundation grants.   
 

• Provide a resource for historic property owners and provide alternatives to 
demolition.   

 
• Advocate for the updating of the City’s code to the State of Oregon standards and 

guidelines to encourage preservation.   
 

• Preserve Lake Oswego’s traditional neighborhood character and quality through 
education and active participation in the planning process.     

 
Mr. Bunch left the meeting. 
 
Update on Inventory Process 
 
Ms. Gruetter recalled that the Board had agreed to issue a news release inviting property 
owners to include their houses in the historic inventory.  The Board agreed to discuss the 
inventory at the next meeting.   
 
Mr. Sin recommended delaying the inventorying and subsequent voluntary listing of historic 
places until Chapter 58, Historic Preservation, was revised so that owners who voluntarily put 
their property back on the inventory would know what regulations they were subject to. 
 
Headgate Report 
 
Mr. Sin related that the Headgate project manager had invited the HRAB to help design the 
interpretive board for the Headgate.  The members agreed to help.   
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Collins House Update 

 
Mr. Sin recalled Board members’ desire to facilitate the relisting of Collins House.  He 
advised that the staff intended to help the owner assemble the required documentation and 
there would be no fee.  He also advised that notice and a public hearing would be required.  
The public hearing has been set for October 11, 2000. 
 
Revision of Historic Ordinance 
 
Mr. Sin and Mr. Bunch agreed to organize the information from the Board’s previous 
discussions into a report.     

Historic House Restorations - Publicity 

 
Ms. McGuire distributed copies of several recent newspaper articles about the City’s historic 
houses.     

Investigation of Amendment to Definition of “Remodel” 

 
Mr. Sin reported that state regulations regarding alteration of structures limited a local 
jurisdiction’s authority to change the definition. 
 
Big House on Small Lot 
 
Mr. Sin related that the joint Development Review Commission (DRC) and Planning 
Commission (PC) recommendation had been considered by the City Council and the Council 
had remanded it to the Planning Commission for further discussion.   
 
The City Council wanted to defer to the DRC’s and PC’s expertise in the matter and wanted 
them to provide a more specific recommendation.  
 
HRAB Member Recruitment Status  
 
Ms. Gruetter related that no applications had been received.  The members agreed to 
personally contact potential members.   
  

VI. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Mr. Sin advised that the owners of a house at 53 G Avenue intended to apply to be allowed 
to build a detached garage close to the house.  They had rescinded their original request to be 
removed from the historic inventory.   
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Mr. Sin asked the HRAB their preference to either work with the home owner’s on this 
matter or to strictly apply the City’s Historic Preservation Code in order to save the integrity 
of the house. 
 
The members indicated they hoped the historic status of the house could be maintained and 
the design of the new garage would complement the house and neighborhood.  However, they 
recommended that the City work with the owners on this matter. 
 
Mr. Sin reported that he had been unable to confirm whether the City of Portland required a 
specific percentage of demolished house parts to be recycled. 
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
Chair Gruetter adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:10 PM.  The next meeting was 
scheduled for October 11, 2000.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 
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