
  
CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 
 

May 9, 2001 
 

================================================================================= 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Sidaro Sin, Associate Planner, convened the meeting of May 9, 2001 at 7:15 PM in the 
Human Resources Conference Room of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, 
Oregon.   He observed there were not sufficient members present to constitute a 
quorum.   
 
Members present were Vice Chair Gruetter*, Kasey Brooks Holwerda and Gary 
Mimnaugh.  Jeannie McGuire was excused.  Howard Shapiro, Bryan Daum, Samantha 
Hatfield and Karen Cronin Wheat were absent.  Julia Marx, 815 Berwick Ct., Lake 
Oswego, 97034, attended as a guest.  Staff present was Sidaro Sin, Associate Planner. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
A vote on the Minutes of April 11, 2001 was not held for lack of a quorum. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Heritage Field Journal 
 
Mr. Sin pointed out that the Heritage Field Journal described grants that might provide 
a potential funding source for NRAB projects.   
 
* Vice Chair Gruetter joined the meeting.  Mr. Sin advised that the meeting still lacked 
a quorum.   
 
Historic Barn on G Avenue 
 
Ms. Gruetter related that the owner of property at 6th and G Street that featured an old 
barn had inquired whether there were tax incentives available to encourage preservation 
of the barn after the property was sold. Mr. Sin advised that some incentives might be 
available if the site was on the National Historic Register.  Members recalled that 
historic easements protected some historic properties in the City.   
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Memorandum to the Headgate Coordinator 
 
Ms. Gruetter reported that the Board had not yet received a response to its April 27, 
2001 memorandum to Rachel Smith, Project Coordinator for the Headgate Project.  The 
memorandum recommended a site for the Headgate display.  Mr. Sin advised that they 
have not had a chance to respond. 
 
Restore America Nominations 
 
Mr. Sin listed possible candidates for the Restore America program, including the 
“Angler’s Club” (on the corner of South Shore and Lakeview Boulevards), the “White 
House” (also known as “Collins’ House” – located on Country Club Road), the “Rogers 
House” (Wilbur Street) and the Jantzen Island Estate.   
 
Oregon Trust for Cultural Development 
 
The Members reviewed a May 1, 2001 Memorandum from Doug Schmitz, City 
Manager, advising the Board that the City was endorsing HB 2923 - a bill to establish 
the Oregon Trust for Cultural Development.  He advised that heritage preservation was 
one of the goals of the Trust.  Mr. Sin observed that approval of the legislation might 
enable the City to obtain funding from the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) in 
the form of grants.   
 
Capital Improvement Projects 
 
The members reviewed an April 30, 2001 memorandum from Ron Bunch, 
Governmental Affairs, regarding Draft 2001-06 Capital Improvement Projects (CIP).  
The members noted that many of the projects listed in the CIP were as yet unfunded - 
including Canal acres and Bryant Woods.   Mr. Sin related there was no schedule in 
place for completion of the Headgate Project, and he anticipated that it might not be 
accomplished before 2002.  It was suggested that HRAB members consider working 
with the Oswego Heritage Council to raise additional funding for the project.   
 

IV. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Historic element in Block 138 Development 
 
Mr. Sin presented the plans for Block 138 and reported that Bob Galante, Director of 
the Lake Oswego Redevelopment Agency, had been receptive to the Board’s 
recommendation that the project should include an historical element.  Mr. Galante had 
suggested that the Board outline ideas for the piece and identify a source of funding.  
He had also suggested a possible location for the historical element could be on a blank 
wall along State Street.  The members suggested that the Board work with the Arts 
Commission to create an element that combined art and history.  They agreed to email 
their ideas for such a project to Mr. Sin, who agreed to research whether the art element 
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had already received funding.  The project was to be further discussed at the next 
HRAB meeting. 
 
 
Recognition Plaques and Merit Awards 
 
The members reviewed information regarding pricing and materials from vendors of 
plaques and an example of calligraphy from a local artist.  They discussed the 
possibility of enlisting the services of an artist to illustrate historic structures on the 
merit awards.  They indicated that each plaque should include the name of the house 
and the year it was built.   They generally favored a darker colored plaque that would 
cost approximately $100.00 and they agreed to ask the City to purchase the plaques and 
the Board would award a few plaques each year to recognize historic structures, 
depending upon what funding was available.  They discussed whether to allow other 
property owners to purchase their own plaques, and whether the Board should focus on 
one “walking tour” neighborhood at a time.  Mr. Sin agreed to determine what funding 
could be made available to the plaque project.  Members decided the plaques should be 
referred to as “historic markers,” and should be restricted to houses that were on the 
Landmark Designation List.   The members agreed that that distribution of the first 
historic markers should be accomplished this year and the Merit Award program could 
be postponed for a year.   
 
Ms. Gruetter offered to bring the old application form for listing structures on the 
Landmark Designation List to the next meeting for Board review.  The members 
worried that owners might be hesitant to include their houses on the List for fear they 
would not be allowed to make additions to the structure.  Mr. Sin agreed to research 
whether major alterations would cause a house to be removed from the Listing.  The 
members agreed to discuss a presentation date for the historic markers at the next 
meeting.   
 
Website development 
 
Mr. Sin presented the most recent draft of the website and he estimated the site would 
be available for viewing in a couple of weeks.  The members suggested that the site 
include an invitation and contact number for owners of historic structures to apply for 
historic markers.  They also agreed the site could list HRAB members’ email addresses.   
 

V. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Vice Chair Gruetter adjourned the meeting at 8:20 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 
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