
  
CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 
 

September 12, 2001 
 

================================================================================= 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Jeannie McGuire called the September 12, 2001 meeting of the Historic 
Resources Advisory Board to order at approximately 7:10 PM in the Human Resources 
Conference Room of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present were Chair McGuire, Vice Chair Kimberly Gruetter, Kasey Brooks 
Holwerda and Gary Mimnaugh.  Howard Shapiro was excused and Bryan Daum was 
absent.   
 
Staff present was Sidaro Sin, Associate Planner. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of April 11, 2001 and the Minutes of June 13, 2001 were approved by 
unanimous vote of those members eligible to vote on them.   
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
HB 2923 Oregon Trust for Cultural Development 
 
Ms. McGuire distributed a copy of a memorandum from the City Manager advising the 
HRAB that the City Council had decided to support an Arts Commission 
recommendation that the City seek supplemental funding from the State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO). 
 
Joint Council and Board Meeting 
 
The Board members listed topics they planned to discuss with the City Council during a 
joint meeting with the Council on September 18, 2001.  The topics were the Historic 
Plaques Project, a historic element in Block 138, the Headgate project, the Smelter 
Restoration project, walking tours, and funding for HRAB projects.  Mr. Sin reported 
the City Manager had agreed to provide possible funding for up to five plaques.  Mr. 
Sin suggested that the Board include the cost of new brochures in their presentation of 
the HRAB work program for next year.  Mr. Sin agreed to provide the HRAB with 
information about the level of funding the City made available for the Arts 
Commission.   
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City Council and Board Chair Meeting 
 
Ms. McGuire reported that she was scheduled to meet with Jack Hoffman, President of 
the City Council, and the City Manager on September 20, 2001.  She promised to 
provide the members with a follow-up report of that meeting.   
 
2145 Glenmorrie Lane (Morrie House) 
 
Mr. Sin reported that Morrie House, 2145 Glenmorrie Lane, had been removed from the 
Landmark Designation List and the property owner had obtained approval to partition 
the existing lot into three lots. He related that a renter who lived in the house was 
attempting to enlist the support of anyone who would help her to prevent the demolition 
of the house.  He advised that the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) was 
looking into the matter, but it was not likely that they would act on it. 
 
Volunteer Board Member Workshop 
 
Mr. Sin announced that a workshop for volunteer board members was to be held on 
October 1st, 8th and 15th from 1:00 PM to 2:30 PM, and members who desired to attend 
should contact him for registration information. 
 
SHPO Grant Application 
 
Mr. Sin reported that the Special Projects Department had applied for a grant of 
$20,000 from the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) to help fund the Smelter 
Restoration Project.  He noted that SHPO was to award the grant by October 19, 2001. 
 

IV. ACTION ITEM 
 
Election of new Chair and Vice Chair 
 
Mr. Sin observed the HRAB would not be able to hold an election of officers at the 
meeting for lack of a quorum.   
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Historic Element in Block 138 Development 
 
The Board reviewed the record of their previous discussion about recommending an 
historic element for the Block 138 project to the director of the Lake Oswego 
Redevelopment Agency.   They noted they had previously suggested that historically 
descriptive wall plaques be installed on the wall by the steps to Millennium Park; 
designation of an area, such as a kiosk, to display historical photographs; and 
installation of a time capsule somewhere in the project.  They generally agreed that a 
display of flags would be appropriate - perhaps between the entrances to Buildings C 
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and D.  They suggested that brick pavers be sold that would be etched with the donor’s 
names.  They agreed to make an additional recommendation that when the City was 
considering future purchases of art and sculpture it was to look for elements that would 
remind residents of the City’s history.  An example of that might be a statue of Mr. 
Durham, a founder of Lake Oswego.  Mr. Sin agreed to research and further define the 
ideas for the members to consider at their next meeting. 
 
Historic Markers (Alternative Vendor Report) 
 
Mr. Shapiro was not present to report on possible alternative vendors for the plaques.  
The Board recalled they had previously decided to contact owners of historic homes 
along Walking Tour routes and award the first year’s plaques to those homes.  Because 
some HRAB members could not recall receiving a copy of the draft letter to owners of 
historic properties, the staff agreed to resend it to the members for their review. 
 
HRAB Website (Review, Refine and Complete) 
 
The members noted that additional work remained to be done to complete their new 
website, particularly the sections featuring “Past Projects”, the Historic Property of the 
Month, and the Photo Gallery.  Mr. Mimnaugh agreed to take digital photographs of 
homes on the Landmark Designation List for use on the website.  Mr. Sin agreed to 
provide Mr. Mimnaugh with an updated Landmark Designation List. 
 
HRAB Priorities for 2001-2002 
 
Mr. Sin suggested the HRAB begin discussions regarding 2001-2002 HRAB priorities 
so they would be able to present them to the City Council by November 2001. Members 
observed that some owners of properties on the Landmark Designation List had 
requested their sites be removed from the List because they feared the listing would 
hinder their plans to remodel a structure.  The Board generally agreed that it might help 
to alleviate that fear if the City revised their administrative rules and made it known that 
they would allow historically appropriate remodeling projects.  Mr. Sin advised that the 
staff usually reviewed remodeling requests and compared them with Code guidelines 
(and neighborhood and design district standards, where applicable) and HRAB 
representatives were typically asked to comment on the plans.  He also noted the City 
had recently adopted new height restrictions for the First Addition and Lake Grove 
Neighborhoods.  He confirmed for the Board that there had been no recent requests to 
remove properties from the List, although the owners of the Christie School had 
inquired about the process for removal. 
 
Smelter Restoration 
 
Mr. Sin advised the first phase of the Smelter Restoration project was to stabilize the 
structure.  The Board indicated they were interested in following the project’s progress. 
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Farmers Market Information Booth 
 
Ms. Sin reported that he had supplied Walking Tour brochures for the City’s 
information table at the Farmers Market. 
 
Walking Tour with the Council 
 
Ms. Gruetter reported that she, Mr. Sin and Mr. Shapiro had led the City Councilors on 
a Walking Tour. 
 
Gordon House 
 
Ms. McGuire reported that reconstruction of the Gordon House (a Frank Lloyd Wright 
designed house) at the Oregon Garden was scheduled to be completed by September 16, 
2001. 
 
Lakewood Center 
 
Mr. Sin reported that the design for remodeling the Lakewood Center had been 
approved some time ago. 
 
Archives  
 
Board members recalled that the HRAB had at one time possessed files of old 
photographs and the original worksheets from the landmark listing process, but no one 
knew where those materials were currently stored. 
 
2001 Historic Landmark Commission Forum 
 
No one from the HRAB had been able to attend the 2001 Historic Landmark 
Commission Forum in Bend, Oregon. 
 
HRAB/Oswego Heritage Council Relationship 
 
The members anticipated a closer working relationship with the Oswego Heritage 
Council.  The two groups had agreed to exchange meeting information and the Council 
had asked Ms. Holwerda if she would be interested in serving on their History 
Committee.  HRAB members asked Ms. Holwerda to suggest a liaison exchange or 
joint meeting with the Heritage Council. 
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VI. ADJOURNMENT 

 
The next meeting was scheduled for October 10, 2001.  There being no further business, 
the meeting was adjourned at 8:45 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 
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