
  
CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 
 

November 14, 2001 
 

================================================================================= 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Jeannie McGuire called the November 14, 2001, meeting of the Historic 
Resources Advisory Board to order at 7:02 PM in the Human Resources Conference 
Room of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present included Chair McGuire, Kasey Brooks Holwerda, Gary Mimnaugh* 
and Howard Shapiro.  Vice Chair Kimberly Gruetter was excused.  Guests present were 
Ed Quisenberry, Harold Campbell, Sarah Neitzel, and Charles Hagen.  Staff present 
were Sidaro Sin, Associate Planner; Bob Kincaid, Chief of Staff- Special Projects 
Department; and Jerry Knippel, Maintenance Field Manager- Special Projects. 
 
*Mr. Mimnaugh joined the meeting at 7:07 PM. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
None. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Iron Smelter Restoration Project Update 
 
Ed Quisenberry, KPFF, 2012 Wembley Park Road, Lake Oswego, 97034, explained 
that his firm had examined the 150-year-old iron smelter furnace and proposed to clean 
and remove destructive moss and vines, re-point mortar, reinforce the arches, replace 
disintegrating brick and install a large glass skylight on top of the chimney to help 
weatherproof the structure.  He clarified that the proposed changes would be a first step 
in restoration of the structure, and further work would be necessary in the future to 
strengthen it so it would remain standing during a significant earthquake.  He further 
clarified that the currently proposed project would not replace the missing interior 
firebrick.  He estimated that the initial project would take three months to accomplish.  
He advised that the appearance of the structure could not be changed because the 
facility was on the National Register of Historic Places.  He noted that the project team 
included experts in historic architecture and masonry restoration.  Board members 
suggested that restoration funds might be raised by selling unusable bricks that had 
been replaced during the project.  They also stressed that the site should remain fenced.  
The consultant advised that his firm was to prepare a maintenance plan for the restored 
site.   
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Harold Campbell related that the smelter had begun operations in 1867, when the 
furnace had been enclosed within a building and there had also been a casting house and 
a storage shed (to store iron ore, limestone and charcoal) at the site.  He said the furnace 
structure’s footings went 10 feet underground into a layer of basalt.  He said the Lake 
Oswego smelter had been modeled after another older smelter that was still standing in 
New Canaan, Connecticut. 
 
Bob Kincaid, Chief of Staff, Special Projects, reported the project had been estimated 
to cost $187,000 to $250,000.  He said the City had budgeted $100,000 for the project 
and additional funds would come from donations.  He advised that after adequate funds 
had been raised for the project the City would solicit bids from contractors who were 
qualified to work on historic structures.  Jerry Knippel, Special Projects Department, 
distributed an archeological assessment of the site.  The Headgate discussion followed 
(see agenda item, below). 
 
Photographic History of Lake Oswego 
 
The Board members discussed a proposal from Arcadia Publishing (a company that 
published photographic histories of towns and cities) to create a photographic history of 
Lake Oswego.  Mr. Sin reported the publisher would use HRAB-provided photographs, 
would bear the cost of printing and advertising, and had not limited their proposal by a 
requirement for a specific number of book sales or a time limit.  The members observed 
that although the Oswego Heritage Council intended to print their own history of the 
City, the Heritage Council book was an in-depth written history of Lake Oswego, while 
an Arcadia-published book could focus on a photographic history, including buildings, 
people and places, with captions underneath.  The Board generally agreed to discuss the 
possibility of a second historical book with Larry Keating, President of the Oswego 
Heritage Council. 
 
Memo from City Manager regarding projects for 2002-2003 Budget Cycle 
 
Mr. Sin advised that the City Manager was preparing a budget for the next fiscal year 
and desired to hear the HRAB’s budget recommendations.  The Board directed Mr. Sin 
to draft HRAB budget recommendations based on the estimated cost of projects on the 
following priority list: 
 
1. Iron smelter restoration/Headgate display project 
2. Recognition plaques/Merit awards programs 
3. HRAB Website features 

a. Landmark Designation Plaques Program 
b. Merit Awards Program 
c. Walking Tour Brochures 
d. National Historic Preservation Week Celebration 

4. Code revisions to sections of the Code that applied to remodeling of historic 
properties.  
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The members acknowledged that Code modification was a long-term process.  They 
indicated they believed that property owners removed their homes from the Landmark 
Designation List because they were afraid they would not otherwise be allowed to 
remodel their homes.  They also opined that the City should allow appropriate 
remodeling and offer incentives that would encourage historic property owners not to 
demolish the structures.  Mr. Sin advised the Code allowed some remodeling, but would 
probably not allow a large addition to be attached to an historic house.  He suggested 
the Board contact owners who had removed their properties from the Landmark 
Designation List to research why they had requested removal.   
 
Board Membership 
 
The members reviewed a copy of a letter from the Mayor to Bryan Daum terminating 
his service on the HRAB.  They noted that the Board’s vacant student liaison position 
had not yet been filled.  They suggested the City Council appoint a high school junior 
who could serve more than one year.  Ms. McGuire reported that the City Council 
planned to interview at least four prospective board members in December 2001. 
 

IV. ACTION ITEMS 
 
None. 
 

V. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Landmark Designation Plaque Program 
 
Mr. Shapiro observed that a Sellwood area plaque vendor had not fulfilled his 
agreement to attend the meeting and bring examples of his work.  The members 
observed they would not be able to compare a proposal from the local vendor with a 
proposal they had already received from an east coast vendor.  The Board reviewed a 
draft letter to be mailed to historic property owners in First Addition and Old Town 
announcing the Landmark Designation Plaque Program and soliciting responses by 
January 15, 2002.  The members clarified that only homes that were on the City’s 
Landmark Designation List would qualify for the program. Mr. Sin agreed to schedule 
the mailing the next day. 
 
HRAB website  
 
Mr. Sin reported the website was still under construction.  
 
HRAB Priorities for 2002-2003 
 
The HRAB directed the staff to revise the Board’s priority list based on previous 
discussion and relate each goal with an estimated cost (see discussion under above 
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agenda item, “Memo from City Manager regarding projects for 2002-2003 Budget 
Cycle”). 
 
Update on Historic Element in Block 138 Developments 
 
Ms. McGuire reported she had suggested that the Block 138 project team contact the 
Oswego Heritage Council to obtain copies of historic photographs.  The Board then 
proceeded to the discussion of the Christy School (see agenda item below). 
 
Headgate Update 
 
Ms. McGuire showed old photographs of the Headgate in operation.  The members 
generally favored a suggestion by Mr. Mimnaugh that the 16-foot high Headgate be 
displayed in abbreviated form (without the bulk of accessory timbers) so that it was 
closer to eye level and conveyed the impression that an unseen portion of the structure 
was under water.  Mr. Mimnaugh agreed to provide drawings and specifications for 
such a project at the next meeting.  Ms. McGuire reported the Lake Corporation was 
storing the Headgate handle.  The Board then discussed where the display could be 
sited. The staff recommended that the HRAB discuss possible sites with the Parks & 
Recreation Advisory Board and the Natural Resources Advisory Board.  They 
suggested the HRAB consider a level site that was within the dedicated right-of-way of 
the Canal along Childs Road.  Mr. Kincaid indicated that a location the City was 
considering was a site next to the Childs Road bridge on the River Run I side of the 
street They provided photographs of the site and advised that it was visible from the 
road and easily accessed by a pathway.  The members were supportive of the possible 
site and indicated they would list the project in their next work program.  The members 
then moved to the Agenda item:  Photographic History of Lake Oswego (see above).   
 
Christy School 
 
Mr. Sin reported that the Christy School was considering raising or remodeling their 
building and they had inquired about the process for removing the structure from the 
Landmark Designation List.  The Board generally agreed to rely on the City’s 
development regulations rather than take any action. 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for December 12, 2001.  There being no further 
business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:30 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 
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