
  
CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 
 

February 13, 2002 
 

================================================================================= 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Jeannie McGuire called the February 13, 2002 meeting of the Historic Resources 
Advisory Board to order at approximately 7:05 PM in the Human Resources 
Conference Room of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon.      
 
Members present included Chair McGuire, Vice Chair Kimberly Gruetter, Kasey 
Brooks Holwerda and Gary Mimnaugh.*  Howard Shapiro was absent.   
 
Guests present were Rick Vogel, 1874 Glenmorrie Terrace, Lake Oswego, Oregon 
97034; and Jay Lewis, 1704 Glenmorrie Terrace, Lake Oswego, Oregon, 97034.  Staff 
present were Sidaro Sin, Associate Planner; and Bob Kincaid, Chief of Staff-Special 
Projects.   
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Ms. Holwerda moved for approval of the Minutes of December 12, 2001, corrected 
to indicate that the Tully and Smith houses had not been removed from the 
Landmark Designation Listing.  Ms. Gruetter seconded the motion and it passed 
with unanimous agreement of those members eligible to vote.   
 
*Mr. Mimnaugh joined the meeting.   
 
Ms. Holwerda moved for approval of the Minutes of November 14, 2001.  Mr. 
Mimnaugh seconded the motion and it passed with unanimous agreement of those 
members eligible to vote.   
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
City Council discussion of HRAB priorities 
 
[Transcriber’s note: Agenda chronology changed.  Board discussed Trueblood House 
next and then returned to this item.  END OF TAPE SIDE 1 – BEGINNING OF SIDE 2 
WHICH STARTED HERE AND THEN PROGRESSED TO THE LANDMARK 
PLAQUE DISCUSSION:] 
 
Ms. McGuire observed the HRAB’s proposed priorities for the following year had been 
forwarded to the City Council.   
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IV. ACTION ITEMS 

 
HRAB recommendation regarding Trueblood House 
 
The Board reviewed informational documents, maps and bids from the staff, a 
consultant and several vendors and a letter from neighbors of Trueblood House.  Mr. 
Sin related that the City Council had scheduled time to discuss the HRAB 
recommendation regarding the site on March 5, 2002.  The members decided to 
determine and recommend several options to the City Council and then ask the State 
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) for suggestions regarding an appropriate process 
and protocol to utilize to establish a preservation easement. 
 
Ms. Gruetter then recalled the history of the Trueblood House as it had been related to 
her by Trueblood family descendents.  She related that the house had been converted 
from a carriage house and given as a wedding present to Angie and Sam Trueblood in 
1918.  She said that Angie’s cousin, Clara Owen, had resided there until a few years 
ago. Mr. Vogel explained that the house had been vacant since then.   Ms. Gruetter 
presented photographs of the house during its conversion from a carriage house and 
other pictures and a chronology of the structure’s changes that she had obtained from 
Dr. Sam Trueblood.  She noted they showed important details of the house.  Ms. 
Holwerda reported that she, Ms. McGuire and Ms. Gruetter had met with nearby 
residents to discuss the site, the neighbors had sent a letter to the Board, and she had 
solicited a report from Al Staehli.   
 
Mr. Vogel and Mr. Lewis explained they had met with Mr. Kincaid and discussed the 
City’s options for the site, which they recalled included leaving the house vacant, 
moving it or converting it to a community facility of some kind.  They indicated that 
they could accept it as an occupied residence, but otherwise they would prefer to see the 
house removed and not left vacant.  Ms. Gruetter cautioned that if the structure was 
converted to a public facility, that use could generate traffic and parking problems for 
the neighborhood.  The neighbors explained that the driveway to the house was over an 
easement that was shared by eight nearby houses.  They related that it was not unusual 
to see a curious or lost driver pulling into the driveway.  Board members observed there 
were natural resources on the site, including some very large trees that should be 
protected.  The neighbors related that Ms. Owen had explained to them that the street 
light at the Trueblood House had been privately installed and the property was sold to 
the City with a verbal understanding that the City would maintain the light.  The staff 
advised there were two accesses to the site – one over the easement and another down 
the center of the property.  They also advised that the City would have to partition the 
lot before selling the structure and would also need to address access and natural 
resource protection issues.  They said the proceeds from the sale of the house would be 
returned to the City’s open space acquisition fund. They also reported that the City had 
paid less than appraised value for the house based on the fact that the structure created a 
liability for the City because it might have to be removed.   
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The HRAB then discussed what types of restrictions should apply if the City sold the 
house.  They observed that Mr. Staehli had advised in his letter to the Board that the 
house could be classified as a local landmark and perhaps also as a state landmark. He 
suggested that the City consider options for preservation before proceeding to demolish 
the house.  He said possible options were to sell the house to a person who would 
commit to its restoration and preservation; to place a conservation covenant or easement 
on the house and sell or lease it to a public or private owner; to sell the house but lease 
the land; and to retain a right of repurchase in the future.  The Board observed the house 
(with deed restrictions), would be costly to rehabilitate, it might not qualify for a loan 
and it might not be considered a good investment for profit, but that would also mean 
the owner would live in an excellent neighborhood and would not have to make house 
payments or pay property taxes.  They also noted that the buyer should be required to 
maintain the landscaping in the immediate area of the house.  They agreed to 
recommend the that the City Council either sell the house along with a part of the lot, or 
sell the structure only, not the land, or consider leasing the land under the house.  They 
stressed that they desired to see the house preserved in any option.   
 
The Board then discussed the kind of application process to use to select the best 
candidate.  They agreed to suggest to the Council that the HRAB be charged with 
screening applicants and recommending a finalist to the City Council.  They 
commented that if they found that no one was interested in applying, then they would 
consider salvage options for the house.  They said they desired to see a new owner who 
would restore and care for the house, place it on the National Register of Historic 
Places, and consult the HRAB before making changes to the house.  They discussed 
whether to recommend a condition that the house was to be restored within a specific 
number of years.  The neighbors indicated that they felt that 10 years would be too long 
a period of time.  Board members commented that 3 years might be reasonable, 
although the exterior of the house needed to be stabilized immediately.  Several Board 
members reported that after they had inspected the interior of the house someone had 
broken in and stolen a glass feature of a 1900’s vintage electric fixture.  The staff 
reported that they had changed the locks and secured the house within hours of the 
break-in.   
 
Ms. McGuire thanked the neighbors for their information.  Mr. Lewis and Mr. Vogel 
answered that they appreciated the Board’s efforts.  The staff advised the Board to 
formalize their recommendation with a vote.  The staff clarified the site was zoned R-15 
and was on 4.5 acres.   
 
Mr. Shapiro moved to recommend to the City Council that the City sell or lease 
the Trueblood House to a private owner who would commit to restoration and 
preservation of the house and its immediate landscaping and to stabilizing the 
exterior within a certain time period – for instance, three years.  The new owner 
would be selected during an application process administered by the HRAB and 
applications were to be accepted within a specified period of time.  The house was 
to be sold or leased subject to certain easements that would protect the City’s 
green space as well as deed restrictions related to historic preservation.  The 
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HRAB was to investigate which deed restrictions should be placed on the deed.  
The City could either A) sell the house with the immediate small lot; or B) sell the 
house only, and not the land.  The Board recommended that the price for the 
house be the sum of the legal costs of applying the easements and restrictions to 
the property.  The future owner was to list the house on the National Register of 
Historic Places and also on the City’s Landmark Designation List.   
 
Ms. Gruetter seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous agreement. 
 
The Board agreed to present their recommendation along with photographs of the 
house, a history of the house and the letter from Mr. Staehli at the March 5, 2002 City 
Council work session.  They planned to ask SHPO for advice regarding deed 
restrictions and historic covenants.  The staff agreed to email a draft of the 
recommendation for members’ review prior to the City Council presentation.   
 
Ms. Gruetter shared articles from This Old House Magazine that identified houses that 
could be salvaged for a minimal price.  She observed the Board might utilize language 
in the salvage provisions that required the house to be moved or rehabilitated within a 
specific period of time; that described lease terms; that advised that a certificate of 
occupancy would require extensive electrical and plumbing improvements; and that 
advised that all proposed exterior alterations were to be approved by the local historic 
district landmarks commission.   
 
The Board then discussed how to advertise and show the house while protecting the 
neighborhood from traffic.  Ms. Gruetter observed This Old House Magazine 
announcements referred inquirers to a contact person, but did not report the address of 
the site.  She suggested that the initial screening of inquirers about Trueblood House 
could include showing them photographs of the house, and describing the condition of 
the house and the restrictions that would apply to the property, while not disclosing the 
house address.  She said the Board could arrange for applicants to tour the house after 
the applicant list was narrowed to a small number.  Mr. Mimnaugh suggested that 
applicants be requested to present a proposal that included information about their 
financial resources, experience and game plan for restoration.  The members then 
worried about the prospect that the media would dub it the “mystery house in Lake 
Oswego” and many people would attempt to find it.  The members agreed to give the 
screening process more thought before the next meeting.   
 
Landmark Designation Plaque Program 
 
The Board reviewed a staff report regarding the Landmark Designation Plaque 
Program.  They observed there had been 19 responses to the 70 letters sent out to 
owners of historic houses and the HRAB had enough funding for four plaques this year.  
Mr. Sin reported that there were six homeowners who had indicated they might agree to 
purchase their plaques.  The members then determined that the criteria they would use 
to select the four houses to receive plaques paid for by the City would be:  Geographic 
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distribution; historical significance; age; and fine examples of a variety of architectural 
styles.  On that basis, they selected the following properties for plaques this year:   
 

1. Ash House (circa 1868) was the oldest house on the list.  It was located in the 
Hallinan neighborhood, well preserved, and a fine example of the Vernacular 
style.   

2. Brown House (circa 1885) was located in the First Addition Neighborhood.  The 
house is generally associated with the Vose Family who were very involved in 
the local education system. 

3. Rogers House (circa 1929) was an outstanding example of the Mediterranean 
style located in Old Town.  George Rogers was a former City Councilor and the 
park at the confluence of the Willamette River and Oswego Creek was named 
after him. 

4. Davidson House (circa 1928) was a fine example of the colonial revival house 
on Iron Mountain Boulevard.   

 
The HRAB decided to send a letter to the unsuccessful respondents to thank them for 
applying and let them know that there was only enough funding this year to purchase 
four plaques; however, they would be considered for next year’s plaque program.  The 
letter was to also offer them a plaque if they purchased it themselves.  The Board agreed 
to announce the names of the plaque recipients in the news media.  They discussed 
whether to use the historic names of the houses.  One member explained that the name 
of her house was incorrect on the Landmark Designation Listing and she desired to 
change it.     
 
They decided to send a letter to the four successful recipients to announce that their 
house had been selected for a plaque and to ask them to respond by describing where 
they would install the plaque.  The letter was to advise the plaque was to be visible from 
the street.  Mr. Mimnaugh offered to donate his time to install a post for a plaque, if no 
other location was available for it.  The Board agreed to send a communication to the 
City Council that recommended the four recipients and described the rationale the 
HRAB had used to select them.   
 

V. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Headgate report 
 
The Board agreed that the Trueblood House project was currently a higher priority for 
them than the Headgate project.  Mr. Mimnaugh agreed to present his proposal for the 
Headgate at the next meeting.  Mr. Sin advised the Headgate was currently stored in a 
location at the City owned Farr Property. 
 
New Board Members 
 
Ms. McGuire announced the Council had selected two new HRAB members and was to 
officially approve their selection on February 19, 2002.  She anticipated the new 
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members would attend the next regular HRAB meeting. The Board decided to invite the 
new members to join them for the HRAB presentation at the March 5, 2002 City 
Council meeting.   
 

VI. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Party invitation 
 
Mr. Mimnaugh invited the members to a party at his home on February 23, 2002.  
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for March 18, 2002.  There being no further business, 
the meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:50 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 
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