
  
CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 
 

March 13, 2002 
 

================================================================================= 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Jeannie McGuire called the March 13, 2002 meeting of the Historic Resources 
Advisory Board to order at approximately 7:03 PM in the Human Resources 
Conference Room of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present included Chair McGuire, Vice Chair Kimberly Gruetter, Charles 
Hagen, Kathleen Harriman, Kasey Brooks Holwerda, Gary Mimnaugh and Howard 
Shapiro.*     
 
Staff present were Bob Kincaid, Special Projects and Sidaro Sin, Associate Planner. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Ms. Holwerda moved for approval of the Minutes of January 9, 2002 with the 
Headgate Report section removed.  Ms. McGuire seconded the motion and it passed 
by unanimous agreement of the only two members eligible to vote.   
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Easement Information from HPLO 
 
Mr. Sin reported the Board had received information about easements from the Historic 
Preservation League of Oregon.  
 

IV. ACTION ITEMS 
 
HRAB Recommendation to the City Council Regarding Trueblood House 
 
The members reviewed the staff-prepared draft of an HRAB recommendation to the 
City Council regarding the Trueblood House, 16540 Pacific Highway, Lake Oswego.  
The package to be forwarded to the Council was to contain a cover letter, the 
recommendation, and attachments.   
 
*Mr. Shapiro joined the meeting. 
 
Experienced board members explained for the new board members that the house had 
been slated for demolition, but the Board was recommending that it be sold or leased to 
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someone who would restore it.  They explained the house could not be sold to a non-
profit organization for use as a retreat because the neighbors had indicated they would 
prefer to see it demolished rather than be subjected to the traffic and parking problems 
generated by that kind of use.  Ms. McGuire also recalled the City did not desire to be a 
landlord. 
 
Ms. McGuire mailed a thank you letter to Al Staehli, who had prepared a report on the 
Trueblood House.  The Board agreed to Ms. McGuire’s request to reformat and 
combine Options A and B and they stressed that the document should emphasize that 
the Board felt the project was very important.  They decided the HRAB 
recommendation should also suggest that the price of the house should not exceed the 
City’s cost of applying an historic easement, deed restrictions and legal fees.  They 
recalled that Mr. Staehli had estimated that would amount to $10,000 - $15,000.  They 
explained that the price should be low enough to encourage a new owner to invest in 
restoration of the house.  Mr. Sin confirmed that he had not yet received material from 
the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) describing their process for selling 
another historical house.  Ms. Holwerda noted that ODOT planned to hold an open 
house for all applicants for ownership of that house.   
 
Bob Kincaid, Special Projects Department, cautioned that there were state laws and 
bonding considerations that made it more complicated for a municipality to sell 
property.  He suggested the Board recommend that the City either sell or lease the site 
to allow the City more flexibility.  He anticipated the City would utilize special outside 
counsel during the transaction.  The Board anticipated that any lease arrangement 
would require extremely low payments and they noted that such an arrangement would 
keep the house under City control.  They directed Mr. Sin to modify the 
recommendation to suggest either a sale or lease of the house.  Mr. Sin reported that the 
City Council was to consider the Board’s recommendation at their morning meeting on 
March 19, 2002.   He agreed to distribute copies of the recommendation packet to the 
members when it was complete.  Ms. McGuire agreed to contact the site’s neighbors to 
encourage them to attend the Council meeting.   
 
Ms. Holwerda moved to approve the draft recommendation to be presented to the 
City Council on March 19, 2002, as amended to suggest the property be either sold 
at a price that did not exceed the City’s costs, or leased.  Mr. Mimnaugh seconded 
the motion and it passed by unanimous vote.   
 
*Mr. Kincaid left the meeting at 7:30 PM 
 

V. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
New Board Members 
 
Ms. McGuire welcomed new HRAB members Kathleen Harriman and Charles Hagen.   
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Headgate Report 
 
The Board examined plans for the Headgate display that had been created for a Roehr 
Park site.  Mr. Mimnaugh pointed out the elevations portrayed the Headgate as it would 
appear from downstream on the Canal, with water seeming to pour over the top of the 
gate.  He explained to the new Board members that the approximately 34-foot high by 
15-foot wide Headgate had been removed after 75 years of service on the Canal after 
the 1996 flood and was currently being stored at a site along Stafford Road.  Ms. 
McGuire reported the Lake Corporation was in possession of the handle.   
 
Mr. Mimnaugh advised that most of the wooden components of the Headgate had been 
replaced over the years and it was the metal portion that was of historic value.  He said 
that because the large size of the Headgate could require at least $25,000 to re-erect and 
cement in place, the Board should consider reducing its height at least in half and 
perhaps to eight feet at the flat site they had in mind for it in Canal Acres, along Child’s 
Road.  The members wondered how it might be made safe enough to serve as a play 
structure.  They also considered whether it could be displayed in the water somewhere 
with a reader board on land nearby.  Mr. Mimnaugh assured the group that the gate 
would be immobile on display and that he believed its current storage location was 
adequate for the next few years until there was funding for the display.  Mr. Sin related 
the Council was anticipating that the Board would propose a plan for the Headgate and 
ask for funding.   
 
The Board decided to focus on one project at a time and address the Trueblood House 
project first.  They asked interested Board members to contribute ideas at future 
meetings about how the Headgate should be displayed.  The Board decided to plan a 
field trip to inspect the Headgate in storage.   
 
Landmark Designation Plaque Program 
 
Mr. Sin reported the owners of the four houses selected for the first year plaque 
program had accepted the designation and that six or seven other owners had indicated 
they were interested in purchasing their own plaques.  He confirmed the plaques cost 
approximately $120 each.  He advised that the City was still working on the next budget 
and no funding had yet been approved for purchase of plaques to be presented the next 
year.  He presented a letter he had drafted for the Board to send to owners whose 
properties had not been selected.  He pointed out it invited them each to purchase their 
own plaque and gave an approximate price.  Ms. Holwerda was listed as the contact 
person.  The Board praised Mr. Sin for his work.   
 
Ms. Harriman presented a brochure for a fundraiser that invited people to dinner at 
private homes if they contributed $60 per plate to a hospice.  She suggested the Board 
consider a similar type of fundraiser to raise money for purchase of plaques.   
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National Preservation Week 
 
Mr. Sin agreed to bring informational material he had received about National 
Preservation Week to the next meeting.  He recalled the celebration was scheduled in 
May.  He agreed to schedule presentation of the Landmark Designation Plaques at a 
City Council meeting and invite the four recipient homeowners.     
 

VI. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Saturday Market and Other Projects 
 
Ms. McGuire reported the City Manager had encouraged the HRAB to participate in the 
Saturday market in some manner.  She said she and the president of the Oswego 
Heritage Council had discussed the possibility of working together on a joint project.   
The Board seemed generally inclined not to man a booth at the Saturday Market 
without an activity or product to market there.  Ms. Gruetter reported that people tended 
to take the brochures that were distributed at the library.   
 
Work Program Item 
 
Mr. Sin advised the Board that the First Addition Brochures needed to be updated.  Ms. 
Gruetter volunteered to point out houses described in the brochures that were no longer 
standing.   
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for April 10, 2002.  There being no further business, 
the meeting was adjourned at 8:25 PM. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 
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