
  
CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 
 

May 14, 2003 
 

================================================================================= 
  
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Vice Chair Kasey Brooks Holwerda called the May 14, 2003 meeting of the Historic 
Resources Advisory Board to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Human Resources Conference 
Room of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon.      
 
Members present included Vice Chair Brooks Holwerda, Charles Hagen, Jodie 
MacLean and Sarah Neitzel. Chair Jeannie McGuire was excused and Susan Headlee 
and Howard Shapiro were absent.  City Councilor Gay Graham attended the meeting as 
Council Liaison.  Sarah Dunlap and Julia Marx also attended the meeting.  Staff present 
was Sidaro Sin, Associate Planner.   
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of March 12 and April 9, 2003 were approved by unanimous agreement 
of those members eligible to vote.   
 
A vote on the Minutes of February 12,2003 was postponed until the next meeting for 
lack of a quorum of members eligible to vote.   
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
None. 
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 

Trueblood House Update 
 
Mr. Sin reported that the City had not yet received clarification from the Oregon 
Department of Transportation regarding whether that agency would allow a Highway 
43 driveway access.  He related that the City staff was discussing use of the shared 
private driveway with the neighbors, who were concerned about the level of traffic if 
the access was to be used by the public to access the City-owned open space.   
 
National Trust Grant (Preservation Services Fund) 
 
Mr. Sin reported that he had not been able to identify a source of City funding that 
could be used as matching funds for a National Trust Grant.  The Board members 
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planned to contact a fundraiser for the Iron Smelter Restoration project and 
representatives of the Oswego Heritage Council to discuss a joint effort.   
 
Merit Award 2004 
 
Mr. Hagen volunteered to provide the illustration for the Merit Award.  The Board 
planned to continue to discuss the project with Chair Jeannie McGuire at their next 
meeting.   
 
Chapter 58, Historic Preservation & Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Mr. Sin distributed copies of Chapter 58, Historic Preservation, and a draft HRAB 
“Frequently Asked Questions” handout.  He confirmed the handout could be produced 
in tri-fold format.  He asked the members to email their comments and suggestions to 
him before the next meeting, when the Board planned to continue to discuss the 
brochures.   
 
Farmer’s Market Table 
 
Mr. Sin confirmed that the City would provide a table at a Farmer’s Market for the 
HRAB after the Board designated which Saturday they wanted to be there.  He reported 
the City Manager’s staff had suggested that the Board consider conducting a walking 
tour on that Saturday.  Ms. Brooks Holwerda agreed to contact the Oswego Heritage 
Council to ask that group if they wished to share the table.   
 
Walking Tour Brochures 
 
The Board examined a draft format for the Walking Tour brochure.  They also 
considered a suggestion to produce a brochure featuring homes in the City that had been 
designated with a Landmark Designation plaque.  They agreed to continue to discuss 
the brochures at their next meeting.   
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
40 Wilbur Street 
 
Mr. Sin advised the City had purchased the “Worker’s Cottage” at 40 Wilbur Street and 
planned to eventually move it to George Rogers Park to serve as an interpretive center.  
He asked the Board to consider whether the garage behind the house should be saved.  
He reported that his research showed that the garage was not indicated on a 1927 
Sanborn map and the Cultural Resources Inventory referred to it as an “associated 
structure,” but not a “contributing resource.”  The HRAB members generally agreed the 
garage did not need to be saved.   
 
16715 Phantom Bluff Drive 
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Mr. Sin reported that an historic house at 16715 Phantom Bluff Drive was being 
marketed and potential buyers were asking the Planning Department staff if the City 
would allow the house to be remodeled and significantly expanded.  The Board 
members recalled that the house had been the home of the architect of many historic 
homes in Lake Oswego, but they wondered whether it still featured its original interior 
design features.  Ms. Brooks Holwerda offered to contact the architect’s granddaughter 
to find out.   
 
Block 138 Historic Feature 
 
The Board members recalled that representatives of the developer of Block 138 had 
attended one of their meetings, heard their suggestions for an historic feature in that 
development, and agreed to include an historic element.  However, the developer had 
subsequently decided to consider an old boat to be displayed in one of the restaurants as 
the historic element.  They indicated their disappointment that the historic element was 
not to be included in a public space.  Councilor Graham offered to convey the Board’s 
offer to design the element and propose a location with Bob Galante, Director of the 
Lake Oswego Redevelopment Agency. 
 
National Register of Historic Places 
 
The members examined a “List of City National Register Properties” distributed by Mr. 
Sin.  Ms. Brooks Holwerda offered to draft a letter from the Board to owners of houses 
that were on the national listing, but not on the City’s listing, to ask them if they desired 
to be on the City’s list.  Councilor Graham suggested that the brochure featuring 
landmark homes in the City could also describe local homes that were on the national 
register.  Mr. Sin reported that the City had not yet received an application for landmark 
designation generated by the Board’s recent presentation at the Oswego Heritage 
Council.   
 
Portland Old House Identifier 
 
Mr. Sin circulated a document entitled “Portland Old House Identifier” to the Board and 
offered to provide copies to interested members. 
 
Future agenda 
 
The Board members agreed to discuss whether or not to hold an August meeting at their 
next meeting and they planned to hear and consider Councilor Graham’s suggestions 
for projects at their next meeting.   
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for June 11, 2003.  There being no further business, 
the meeting was adjourned at 8:00 p. m. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 
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