
  
CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 
 

December 10, 2003 
 

================================================================================= 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Co-chair Jeannie McGuire called the December 10, 2003 meeting of the Historic 
Resources Advisory Board to order at 7:01 p.m. in the Human Resources Conference 
Room of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present included Co-chair McGuire, Haley Johnson, Jodie MacLean, Sarah 
Neitzel, Howard Shapiro and Scot Siegel.  Co-chair Kasey Brooks Holwerda and 
Charles Hagen were excused.  City Councilor Gay Graham attended the meeting as 
Council Liaison.  Lynn Petersen, City Councilor attended as a guest.  Staff present was 
Sidaro Sin, Associate Planner. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
None. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Carman Oaks Presentation 
 
Ms. McGuire reported that she, Ms. Neitzel and Mr. Shapiro had given a presentation at 
Carman Oaks on November 18, 2004.  Mr. Sin attended as well. 
 
State Historic Preservation Office Review 
 
Mr. Sin reported that the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) had alerted the City 
that SHPO had approved a garage and family room conversion requested by the owners 
of the Boutwell House.  He also reported that 920 Fairway was on the National Register 
of Historic Places, but not on the City’s Landmark Designation Listing. 
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Heritage Tree Challenge 
 
Lynn Petersen explained that the City’s Heritage Tree Designation Program 
recognized and protected historic trees that were considered significant landmarks due 
to age, size, species, cultural quality or historic importance.  She described the 
nomination and evaluation process and pointed out the locations of the thirteen existing 
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Heritage Trees.  She noted they were located on private as well as City property.  She 
explained the Oswego Heritage Council was sponsoring a Heritage Tree Challenge in 
order to solicit tax-deductible donations, win grants and gain pro bono support from 
arborists for regular maintenance of the Heritage Trees and to produce and distribute 
information about them.  She related that arborist Terrill Collier had already adopted 
and worked on the Peg Tree.  She asked the Board to join the City Council and the 
Natural Resources Advisory Board in endorsing the challenge program.  She 
encouraged the HRAB to help add to the City’s Heritage Tree List by looking for 
potential Heritage Trees on the historic properties they viewed, or in their own 
neighborhoods.  The Board indicated they might consider nominating a grove of trees 
by the old smelter.  The HRAB agreed to endorse the Heritage Tree Challenge by 
unanimous vote of those members present.  Ms. Brooks Holwerda and Mr. Hagen were 
not present. 
 
Jarvis Property 
 
The Board examined photographs of structures on the Jarvis property, at the mouth of 
Tryon Creek, which the City had recently purchased.  Councilor Graham explained the 
City planned to have the buildings de-constructed and the materials would be salvaged 
so they could be reused.  She noted the only building of any historic value might be the 
barn, however, there was no way to prove it had historical significance.  She anticipated 
the City would use the land for open space and restore the stream there. 
 
Trueblood House Update 
 
Mr. Sin reported that the City Council had considered the HRAB proposal to save 
Trueblood House and had directed the staff to research and present options that would 
assure the Councilors that the preservation plan was the best option for the City.  He 
recalled the Councilors had questioned whether the City should sell the house and land 
as the HRAB had proposed; transfer ownership of the house, but keep ownership of the 
land; lease the house and land; or sell the property after reducing the size of the lot to 
the minimum allowed in the R-15 Zone.  He reported the staff was to report back to the 
Council in January 2004, and the Council had extended the deadline for the project to 
January 2005. 
 
Walking Tour Brochures 
 
Mr. Sin reported the Walking Tour Brochures project had not yet been completed and 
the staff was waiting for additional material to include in the brochures. 
 
George Rogers Park:  Smelter & Interpretation Center 
 
Ms. McGuire updated the HRAB about plans for George Rogers Park.  She reported 
that the City Council had agreed to set aside an area for an historic interpretative center 
within the park and appointed a subcommittee to work with the park-planning 
consultant, Greenworks, to create a plan for the area.  She related that she had been 
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appointed to serve on the subcommittee with Bill Gerber and Susanna Kuo of the 
Oswego Heritage Council as well as three members of the Parks and Recreation 
Advisory Board and a representative from the Old Town Neighborhood.  She asked Ms. 
Neitzel to serve as her alternate on the subcommittee.  She circulated an overlay of 
historic features that had been created by Ms. Kuo.  She reported that a pathway that 
had been proposed to go through the area could be relocated further away and still meet 
Willamette Greenway standards.  Mr. Sin agreed to clarify with the City Council 
whether or not they had suggested a contest to find a new name for the Memorial 
Gardens. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Landmark Designation Plaque Program 
 
Mr. Sin announced that the City would provide funds to purchase enough Landmark 
Designation Plaques to award them to all seven remaining owners who had applied for 
them.  Ms. McGuire anticipated that the Board would subsequently send out another 
letter to solicit new nominations. 
 
National Historic Trust 2005 Conference Proposal 
 
Although Ms. MacLean’s service on the HRAB was ending, she volunteered to work 
with Mr. Siegel to prepare a proposal to present to the planning committee for the 2005 
conference of the National Historic Trust that was to be held in Portland.  The members 
agreed to discuss ideas for the proposal at their January meeting. 
 
Special Projects Team 
 
Mr. Sin announced that he had been assigned to the Special Projects Team, but he 
would continue to work with the HRAB.  He reported the Special Projects staff was 
looking for grants for the smelter project. 
 
Landmark Designation Listing Solicitation 
 
Ms. McGuire distributed copies of a letter drafted by Co-chair Brooks Holwerda to be 
sent to owners of properties on the National Register of Historic Places to invite them to 
place their properties on the City’s Landmark Designation Listing.  The members 
agreed to discuss and finalize the letter at their next meeting. 
 
Open HRAB Positions 
 
Councilor Graham announced the City Council was scheduled to select new Board 
members who would start their service in January 2004.  She clarified that Jim Miller 
would continue to serve as an alternate until August 31, 2004, and that he would replace 
any regular member who resigned mid-term.  Another person would then be selected to 
serve as alternate. 
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VI. ADJOURNMENT 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:26 p. m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 
 

Reviewed 4/7/04 ss 
Approved 7-14-04 
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