
 

 
CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 
 

February 9, 2005 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Co-chair Jeannie McGuire called the February 9, 2005 meeting of the Historic 
Resources Advisory Board to order at 7:01 p.m. in the City Council Workroom of City 
Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon.      
 
Members present besides Co-chair McGuire were Co-chair Kasey Brooks Holwerda, 
John Gordon, Emily Murphy, Sarah Neitzel and Howard Shapiro.  Eric Baker was 
excused.  Staff present was Sidaro Sin, Associate Planner.   
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Ms. Neitzel moved to approve the Minutes of October 3, 2004.  Mr. Shapiro 
seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous vote of those present.   
 
Ms. Brooks Holwerda moved to approve the Minutes of November 10, 2004.  Ms. 
Neitzel seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous vote of those present and 
eligible to vote 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Iron Furnace Article 
 
Ms. Brooks Holwerda circulated an article about a Kentucky iron furnace.  
 
Trueblood House 
 
Ms. McGuire circulated an article about the Trueblood House.  Mr. Sin reported the 
staff had received two inquiries about the historic house sale, and Ms. Brooks Holwerda 
reported that she received a call from someone who wanted to see the interior of the 
house.  Mr. Sin confirmed that he was keeping a list of prospective buyers.     
 
Carriage House 
 
Mr. Gordon reported that three parties, including Portland State University, had 
indicated an interest in purchasing and moving the historic Carriage House in 
downtown Portland.  
 
Old Town Historic District 
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Ms. McGuire confirmed that several people in Old Town were discussing the possibility 
of forming an historic district there.  Mr. Sin advised that anyone could initiate a 
nomination for an historic district, and such a proposal would be reviewed and 
approved by the HRAB.   
 
LOC Chapter 58, Purpose Statement 
 
The Board discussed a communication from Councilor Graham that asked the HRAB to 
clarify how Items 12 and 13 of the Purpose Statement related to the work of the Board.   
Ms. McGuire recalled that much of the text in the section of the Code that addressed 
historic preservation had been gleaned from other jurisdictions when that section was 
written in 1988.   
 
When the Board discussed Item 12, they initially questioned why the HRAB should be 
involved with recreation, water quality and electrical power generation.  During their 
discussion they observed that although Oswego Lake was a private lake, it was also 
significant to City history, especially the powerhouse and the swim park.  They said the 
people who originally fashioned the Purpose Statement might have intended the HRAB 
to be a guardian of that heritage.  They agreed that the HRAB should endeavor to 
protect the historic elements of the lake in the event the City ever purchased the (circa 
1910) Lake Grove Swim Park from the School District and decided to redevelop it, or if 
someone ever proposed to demolish the old powerhouse.  They agreed to clarify Item 
12 by changing the wording so it emphasized the importance of Oswego Lake to the 
history of the community. 
 
The members were initially uncertain why Item 13, which referred to “economic 
viability,” was in the Purpose Statement.  They could not recall that the HRAB had ever 
recommended procedures or standards related to economic viability.  They asked for the 
staff interpretation of that Item.  Mr. Sin saw Item 13 as an attempt to balance historic 
preservation with the economic value of a use by ensuring there were clear standards 
and procedures in place, and that preservation requirements were not so onerous that 
they would completely prohibit remodeling (for example, updating the kitchen) of an 
historic structure.  The Board then generally agreed they did not want preservation 
requirements to prohibit an owner from making any improvement to their historic 
structure, and that preservation and economic viability should be balanced.  They 
suggested changing the language of Item 13 to indicate that it referred to the ongoing 
operation and maintenance of historic residential, commercial and industrial structures.   
 
The Board directed Mr. Sin to draft new language for Items 12 and 13 for the members 
to review at their next meeting before they forwarded it to the City Council.   
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Block 138 (Lakeview Village) Historic Element 
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Mr. Sin reported that Bob Galante, Director of the Lake Oswego Redevelopment 
Agency (LORA), had met with Herald Campbell to ensure the information to be 
displayed was accurate, and that Mr. Galante had discussed plans for the two displays 
with a sign vendor.   
 
Furnace Task Force Update 
 
Ms. Neitzel and Mr. Gordon, the HRAB representatives on the Furnace Task Force, 
reported that the group had held two meetings and planned to continue to meet on the 
second and fourth Monday of every month.  Ms. McGuire and Ms. Brooks Holwerda 
offered to substitute for them when they were needed. 
 
The two task force representatives reported that the task force had agreed that the 
furnace should at least be stabilized so it would not deteriorate any further, but they 
wanted to go as far with the project as it was possible to go to show how the facility 
operated.    They said the task force had discussed including an interpretive display, 
rebuilding the charging ramp, and incorporating a glass top that would allow visitors to 
see down inside the furnace.  They clarified for the Board that the group had not yet 
discussed archeological excavation.  They related that the task force had been told it 
would take $250,000 to stabilize the site and that a small interpretive area might cost 
$500,000 or more.  They said the task force might change the plan for a kiosk if they 
found a better way to present the interpretive aspect of the furnace.  They confirmed 
that the task force planned to discuss fundraising and grants.  The Board members 
wondered what the $200,000 that was currently allocated to the project (including 
$100,000 federal grant) was to be spent for.  They wondered if those funds were to 
cover previous preliminary work on the site by KPFF and park planning work done by 
Greenworks.  Ms. Neitzel and Mr. Gordon confirmed task force participants seemed to 
support the idea of forming a “Friends of the Furnace” group.  They circulated some of 
the materials they had received, including Oswego Iron Smelting History and drawings 
from the previous KPFF stabilization study.  They reported the task force had examined 
many photographs of restored furnaces. One furnace had been restored in a unique way 
that allowed visitors to enter a protective cage in the furnace.  The task force 
participants had been intrigued by a “cutaway” furnace that exposed the layers of 
firebrick.  The representatives reported the timeline for the task force work had been 
extended several months; that two members had never attended a meeting; and that one 
member had no prior knowledge of what a furnace was.  Mr. Gordon said he wanted to 
find a way to involve children in the project.  Board members suggested the Task Force 
consider contacting the School District to discuss the possibility of a field trip to the 
site.   
 
2005 Landmark Designation Plaques Program 
 
Mr. Sin reported the City would purchase twelve plaques to be awarded in 2005, 
including two for Marylhurst and one for 1100 Westward Ho.  He said the City would 
publish an article about the program during National Historic Preservation Month.  The 
members recalled the City Council preferred that the plaques be awarded in two groups 
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at two different Council meetings.  Mr. Sin reported the owner of Allen House II (1136 
Westward Ho) had decided not to participate in the program.   He asked for direction 
regarding the following: 
 
Van Houghton House, 1097 Chandler Road, was identified in the Landmark 
Designation Listing as “circa 1939,” but the owner believed it had been built in the 
1920s.  Initial research showed that either the land, or the land and house, had been sold 
in 1920.  Ms. Brooks Holwerda advised the house looked like one that would have been 
constructed in the 1930s, not the 1920s.  The Board directed Mr. Sin to use the date 
from the Listing (1939) unless the owner provided proof of another date.   
 
St. Catherine’s Hall was the historic name of a structure that was popularly referred to 
as “St. Catherine’s Dormitory.”  The Board directed Mr. Sin to follow Board policy to 
use the historic name and to refer to the house as “St. Catherine’s Hall” in the letter to 
the owner.   
 
Allen House I.  The Board specified the text on the plaque should use a capital “I” (for 
the Roman numeral) and not the number “1.”   
 
Sandhill (one word) was the historic name (according to the Landmark Designation 
Listing) for the house at 1905 Palisades Terrace.  The Board confirmed they wanted to 
use the historic name.  Mr. Sin then agreed to order the plaques.   
 
Update on Trueblood House 
 
Mr. Sin announced that the Development Review Commission (DRC) was scheduled to 
hear the application for the roadway improvement to Glenmorrie Greenway on 
February 23, 2005.  He advised the issue before the DRC was whether the roadway 
improvement met applicable Code criteria.  He noted that even though one purpose of 
the new street was to provide access to the historic house, it was primarily to serve the 
open space.   
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Headgate 
 
Mr. Sin suggested that Chair McGuire discuss the current status of the Headgate Project 
with Jerry Knippel, Special Projects Manager.   
 
National Historic Preservation Month 
 
Ms. McGuire asked the members to start thinking about events for the Board to sponsor 
during National Historic Preservation Month in May 2005.  The Board already planned 
to award the Merit Award, and to distribute the Landmark Designation Plaques.  They 
agreed to come to the next meeting with ideas for this year’s display case in City Hall.  
Ms. Brooks Holwerda suggested the display could feature photographs of the houses 
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that bore the Landmark Designation Plaques.  The group agreed that the Merit Award 
could go to a person or a project.  They agreed to consider awarding it to the owners of 
George Rogers House because they had taken the initiative to put a preservation 
easement on the site and to repair a section of the stone wall.  Mr. Sin reported they also 
planned to repair the roof.  He offered to find out more about the roof proposal and 
report back to the Board.   
 
Twining House Remodeling Project 
 
Ms. Brooks Holwerda reported that she had seen the Twining House and believed a 
skylight would not look right.   
 
2005 National Trust for Historic Preservation Conference 
 
Ms. McGuire announced the official name of the upcoming conference was “Sustain 
America – Vision, Economics and Preservation Conference.”  She circulated 
application forms for a scholarship to the event.   
 
Thank You Letter to Darlene Hooley 
 
The Board thanked Ms. Brooks Holwerda for drafting a “thank you” letter to 
Congressperson Darlene Hooley (with copies to Senators Smith and Wyden), thanking 
her for helping the City obtain the grant for furnace restoration.    
 
HRAB Membership 
 
Ms. McGuire announced that Ken Abel was the only candidate for an open position on 
the HRAB.   
 
Weinstein House on Greenbriar Road 
 
Because none of the Board members had heard anything more about the possibility that 
the owner of Weinstein House, 16847 Greenbriar Road, might request that the house be 
removed from the Landmark Designation Listing, they assumed the property had been 
sold.   
 
Cultural Award Nomination 
 
Mr. Sin advised the Board that the process for submitting a nomination for the Cultural 
Award was for the HRAB to forward a recommendation to the City Council to submit 
the nomination.   
 
State Historic Preservation Legislation 
 
The Board discussed ways to lobby state representatives to encourage them to introduce 
a bill for a state historic preservation ordinance.  Mr. Sin advised that the process for 
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that was for the HRAB to recommend that the City Council pursue a state ordinance.  
Ms. Brooks Holwerda recalled that Susanna Kuo had suggested that the City ask the 
state to designate the Furnace as a state industrial landmark.  She suggested the HRAB 
representatives to the Furnace Task Force discuss that with the task force.  She noted 
that might be easier than getting new legislation and that the designation might help the 
City win more grant money.  The Board members also observed they could convey their 
wish to their legislators as individuals, or through the Oswego Heritage Council (OHC).  
The HRAB planned to discuss the matter with Councilor Graham at their April meeting.   
 
Landmark Designation Listing Prospect 
 
Mr. Sin reported that Leona Ambrose, 1798 Fern Place, had not responded to a letter 
inviting her to apply to participate in the Landmark Designation List.   
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:25 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 
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