
 

 
CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 
 

April 13, 2005 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Co-chair Jeannie McGuire called the April 13, 2005 meeting of the Historic Resources 
Advisory Board to order at 7:02 p.m. in the Municipal Courtroom of City Hall, 380 A 
Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon.      
 
Members present besides Co-chair McGuire were Co-chair Kasey Brooks Holwerda, 
Eric Baker, John Gordon, Emily Murphy, and Sarah Neitzel.  Howard Shapiro was 
excused.  City Councilor Gay Graham attended the meeting as Council Liaison.  Staff 
present was Sidaro Sin, Associate Planner.   
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Ms. Brooks Holwerda moved to approve the Minutes of February 9, 2005 after the 
draft was corrected to specify that the owner of 1798 Fern Place had not responded to a 
letter inviting her to apply to place her property on the Landmark Designation Listing.  
Ms. Neitzel seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous vote of all members 
present.   
 
Ms. Brooks Holwerda moved to approve the Minutes of March 9, 2005 after a 
discussion that happened after the end of the tape was added to the minutes.  During 
that discussion, Ms. McGuire had reported that she had found information that 
described the dimensions of the headgate, but no other material.  Ms. Neitzel seconded 
the motion and it passed by unanimous vote of all members present.   
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Ms. McGuire circulated information describing the Architectural Heritage Center 
that Bosco Milligan had recently opened.  She also offered copies of Preservation 
magazine (the official magazine of the National Trust for Historic Preservation) to 
those members who had not seen them.    Mr. Sin confirmed that the City was a 
subscriber.  Ms. McGuire thanked Ms. Brooks Holwerda for nominating her for the 
Clackamas County Cultural Award.  She circulated a letter listing the winners (which 
included the Lakewood Center for the Arts) and nominees.  Board members anticipated 
they would recommend a nominee to the City Council for the City to nominate next 
year.  They indicated that none of them had been aware that the Lakewood Center had 
been nominated for the award.  All members present confirmed they had completed a 
State of Oregon form for members of boards and commissions.  Ms. McGuire 
observed the deadline for applying for a scholarship to attend the National Trust for 
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Historic Preservation Conference was soon.  Members suggested that Emily Murphy 
consider applying for a scholarship.  Ms. McGuire reported that she had described 
HRAB activities during National Historic Preservation Month to the staff of the 
City’s Citizen Information Center so they could include them in an article in HELLO 
LO!  Mr. Sin agreed to email the members the City Council’s schedule of dates and 
times when the City Council was slated to present the Merit Award and the 
Landmark Designation Plaques.   Ms. McGuire reported that she had attended a City 
Club meeting when the featured speaker had been the director of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation.   
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Trueblood House/Hart Property Improvements 
 
Mr. Sin reported that no one had appealed the Development Review Commission’s 
approval of LU 04-0071.  He related that he was preparing a memo to the City Manager 
that summarized where we were in the process.   
 
Furnace Task Force 
 
Ms. Neitzel and Mr. Gordon reported that the Furnace Task Force had heard 
presentations from furnace restoration consultant, Carla Cielo; a stone mason who was 
certified to work on federal restoration projects, and an archeologist.  They said Ms. 
Cielo had shown slides of different types and levels of restoration and had pointed out 
poorly matched stone and mortar, modern-day materials and other irreversible, 
problematic details on slides of some projects that were poorly done.  They said the 
consultant seemed to lean toward recommending minimal restoration, including 
stabilization, minor restoration, and an interpretive component.    They related that 
some task force members wanted to do more than that.  They said that Ms. Cielo was to 
prepare a written report and cost estimate for the Task Force.  They reported that the 
stonemason, who taught at the University of Oregon, had discussed technical aspects of 
stonemasonry.  They reported that the archeologist’s credentials made him an expert in 
excavation under the furnace.  They recalled that some Task Force members questioned 
whether that would be necessary.  Ms. Neitzel and Mr. Gordon anticipated the group 
would discuss the extent of restoration at their next meeting.     
 
The Board then discussed the fundraising aspect of the project.  Mr. Gordon reported 
the Task Force had circulated a list of possible grant writers. He wondered if they 
should be more focused on fund-raising, so the money would be available at the same 
time the project was ready to begin.  Councilor Graham explained that the City had 
printed a solicitation flyer, and the group, Friends of the Furnace, was collecting money 
for the project as the judiciary agent, so that donations would be tax deductible.  She 
anticipated that when the plan and cost estimates were ready the City would look for 
additional sources of funding.  Mr. Sin advised that one source of restoration grants – 
the Kinsman Foundation – had advised that they minimized the amounts of grants to 
first-time applicants.   He suggested the Task Force might first apply for a small grant 
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and then for a larger grant.  The Board members wondered if the City’s contribution to 
the project was the official “match” for the $100,000 federal funds grant.   
 
Mr. Sin announced that Roger Roper, from SHPO, was slated to discuss the furnace 
restoration project with the Task Force at Heritage House on April 27, 2005 and anyone 
who was interested was invited to attend.    
 
Historic Preservation Merit Award 
 
Ms. McGuire reported that artist, Larry Ziegler, had donated his time and talent and 
created a lovely rendering of the George Roger’s House for the award. She observed 
this was the second occasion in ten years that he had donated a drawing.  She reported 
that Heirloom Artists did the calligraphy.   
 
National Preservation Month Plaques and Display 
 
Mr. Sin reported that the Landmark Designation Plaques to be presented this year had 
been ordered and were scheduled to arrive the following week.  He said that it might be 
next year before a plaque was installed on the Worker’s Cottage (a City-owned 
property) because it had not yet been officially approved by the City Council and a 
plaque had not yet been ordered for it.   
 
The Board then discussed their plans for a display in City Hall.  Councilor Graham 
recalled the Councilors had heard many favorable comments about the display the 
HRAB had created last year.  Ms. Holwerda, Ms. Murphy and Ms. Neitzel agreed to 
create this year’s display.  The Board members discussed where they could get historic 
photos of Landmark Designation Listing houses for the display.  The designers decided 
to use recent photographs of the houses, and set an historic photograph next to a recent 
photograph of a house if an old photograph could be found.  Mr. Sin offered to help find 
old photographs.   
 
Farmer’s Market Booth 
 
The members recalled they had agreed to man a booth at the Farmer’s Market on June 
11, July 30, and September 17, 2005.  Mr. Sin said he would confirm those dates with 
the City Manager’s office staff.  The HRAB anticipated they would establish a booth-
manning schedule at their May meeting.   
 
26-32 Wilbur and 52 Wilbur 
 
Mr. Sin advised that there had been a delineated archeological site over a portion of Old 
Town since a 1980’s sewer extension project had unearthed some artifacts there.  He 
said state regulations provided that any construction in that area was subject to a State 
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) permit.  He explained the permitting process 
provided that an archeologist was to examine the site to ensure there were no 
archeological artifacts to be preserved.  He recalled that someone had asked the staff 
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why the owner of 26-32 Wilbur and 52 Wilbur Street had not been required to conduct 
an archeological site review when other developers in the area had been required to 
conduct that kind of review.  He related that he had contacted SHPO, and that agency 
had sent an archeologist to the site, but by that time the foundation had been dug and 
the dirt had been hauled away, the expert did not find any artifacts.   
 
Mr. Sin reported that a staff meeting was scheduled the next day to discuss what the 
City’s role should be in alerting developers about their obligation to comply with the 
state requirement.  He said the City Attorney’s office advised that state regulations did 
not require the City to do that, and the staff was concerned about how the City could 
protect itself from potential litigation.  He explained that part of the problem was that 
access to the SHPO map was restricted in order to protect buried artifacts, and there 
were possibly other areas of the City, such as the site of old mines, that were also 
protected.  He explained that part of the problem was the overlay area changed over 
time, and not all of Old Town was subject to the overlay.  He advised that the staff had 
believed that the two subject properties were outside of the overlay boundary; however, 
they had mentioned the possibility of the state archeological regulation to the developer 
on Wilbur Street in the staff report.  He said he did not know if the developer had been 
fined by the state.  Mr. Gordon held that information that a lot was a potential 
archeological site should be formally recorded on the land title to alert a potential 
purchaser that development of that site might be precluded.  He said his firm hired an 
archeologist to survey most of the sites they developed.  Ms. McGuire commented that 
the process should be fair, and provide notice to a developer that development of his 
site was subject to a SHPO permit. Mr. Sin assured the HRAB that the City had been 
working closely with SHPO during the George Rogers Park improvement project.   
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Preventing Demolition of Historic Houses 
 
Mr. Gordon reported the City of Portland and a number of other jurisdictions had 
recently modified their codes to allow the city to deny demolition of historic structures.  
He circulated copies of the applicable sections of the Portland Code.  He reported that 
the owner of the Ladd Carriage House in downtown Portland had tried unsuccessfully 
for several years to find a purchaser who would relocate the structure, and then they 
applied for a permit to demolish it, but that application might be denied.  He also 
circulated copies of articles regarding the demolition issue that he had found on the 
Internet.  Ms. Brooks Holwerda observed the HRAB members wanted the City of Lake 
Oswego to adopt similar protections.  She offered to review the Portland code sections, 
make notations about what provisions might serve the City of Lake Oswego, and report 
back to the Board, so the HRAB could consider making a recommendation to the City 
Council.  Councilor Graham suggested that she and Ms. Brooks Holwerda meet with 
the City Attorney do discuss possible code changes.  She noted such changes might 
have a Measure 37-related impact.   
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Mr. Sin advised that the Lake Oswego Code currently allowed the City to require a 120-
day delay of demolition of historic structures.  The members discussed what they could 
do to save a specific house in the City that was scheduled for demolition.  Councilor 
Graham said that she would have preferred to hear the house would be deconstructed, 
rather than demolished.  However, she acknowledged the only thing the Board members 
could do at this point was bring the event to the attention of the public.  Ms. Brooks 
Holwerda explained the Board planned to actively encourage owners of older houses to 
place their structures on the Landmark Designation Listing, where they would be 
protected.  She noted that would mean that there would have to be a public hearing if 
the owner ever applied to remove the structure from the Listing.  She indicated she 
planned to discuss the issue of demolition of the subject house with the staff of the 
OSWEGO REVIEW.   
 
Historic Designation for Old Town 
 
Ms. McGuire reported that she was working with others in Old Town to have that 
neighborhood designated as a local historic district.  She advised that the Code provided 
that the HRAB was the body to hear the application.  Councilor Graham suggested that 
she let First Addition Neighborhood know what was proposed for Old Town.  Mr. Sin 
advised her that Eryn Deeming, Neighborhood Planner, could help with the endeavor.   
 
HRAB open position 
 
Councilor Graham reported that the City was still advertising open positions on the 
HRAB and there were currently four applicants – including two current members - for 
four open positions.  When she offered to ask the City Manager to schedule the 
interview process, the members asked her to do that.  She confirmed that the guidelines 
for boards and commissions allowed a current member to continue to serve on the body 
until they were granted another term or their positions were refilled.   
 
Draft letter to owners of potential Landmark Designation Listing structures 
 
Ms. Brooks Holwerda presented the letter she had drafted and asked the members to 
read it and email their comments to her.  Ms. McGuire suggested that the criteria for 
landmark status be attached to each letter.   
 
1798 Fern Place   
 
The Board recalled that Leona Ambrose, owner of 1798 Fern Place, had inquired about 
a structure could be placed on the Landmark Designation Listing.  Ms. Brooks 
Holwerda reported that she had left a message for Ms. Ambrose, but the owner never 
called her back.  Mr. Baker offered to follow up and provide Ms. Ambrose with 
application information, and explain to her that a house had to be on the Listing before 
it could receive a plaque.   
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Headgate update 
 
Mr. Sin reported that he and Ms. McGuire had looked for and found the headgate, 
overgrown with ivy.  He reported the latest plan was to display it in River Run Park II 
south of Bryant Woods.  He said he and Ms. McGuire had visited that site and they 
agreed that it was an appropriate place for the display because the headgate would be 
very visible there.  He said the site was in a City park and an application to construct 
the display could be subject to Conditional Use approval and resolution of any 
floodplain issues.  Ms. McGuire explained that the Lake Corporation, the previous 
owner of the headgate, had donated it to the City.  Mr. Sin said he planned to discuss 
how to proceed with the headgate project with the City Manager.   
 
Chapter 58, Purpose Statements 12 and 13 
 
Councilor Graham reported the City council had not yet considered the changes the 
HRAB had recommended.   
 
Block 138 Historic Element update 
 
Mr. Sin reported the historic display for Lakeview Village was being fabricated.  
Councilor Graham confirmed the City would hold a dedication ceremony, however, the 
date for the ceremony had not yet been set.   
 
Legislative Input 
 
Councilor Graham confirmed that the City Council had met with their state 
representatives to discuss City issues and concerns; however, issues related to historic 
preservation had not been discussed.  She advised Board members could discuss an 
issue with their representatives as individuals, or as a board.  She recommended they 
wait until the current session was over to suggest new legislation.   
 
State Industrial Landmark 
 
Councilor Graham advised any HRAB recommendation to make the iron furnace a state 
industrial landmark should be presented to the City Council.  She suggested they 
compile and present a list of such landmarks in other states. 
 
2005 National Trust for Historic Preservation Conference 
 
Ms. McGuire confirmed that the Cities of Lake Oswego and West Linn were to work 
together to plan a daylong field trip during the Conference, where the participants 
would spend a half-day in each city.  She said that Bill Gerber, Oswego Heritage 
Council, had been designated as the local contact for the national group.   
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VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:50 p. m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 
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