
 

 
CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 
 

May 11, 2005 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Co-chair Kasey Brooks Holwerda called the May 11, 2005 meeting of the Historic 
Resources Advisory Board to order at 7:10 p.m. in the Human Resources Conference 
Room of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present besides Co-chair Brooks Holwerda were Eric Baker, John Gordon, 
Emily Murphy and Sarah Neitzel.  Co-chair Jeannie McGuire and Howard Shapiro were 
excused.  City Councilor Gay Graham attended the meeting as Council Liaison.  Staff 
present was Sidaro Sin, Associate Planner. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Ms. Neitzel moved to approve the Minutes of April 13, 2004.  Ms. Murphy 
seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous vote of all members present.  Co-
chair Jeannie McGuire and Howard Shapiro were not present. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
None. 
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Trueblood House/Hart Property Improvements (LU 04-0071) update 
 
Mr. Sin noted that he had prepared a memorandum for the City Council updating the 
Glenmorrie Greenway project.  He noted that the Council would be discussing that 
memorandum in May. 
 
Furnace Task Force 
 
Ms. Neitzel and Mr. Gordon, HRAB representatives on the Furnace Task Force, 
announced that Mr. Gordon had been selected to chair the group.  Board members 
asked them to estimate how far along the furnace restoration project might be in the fall 
of 2005, during the National Trust for Historic Preservation Conference.  Mr. Gordon 
anticipated some of the archeological work and a stabilization plan might be 
accomplished by then.  He and Ms. Neitzel reported that Task Force members seemed 
inclined to limit the project to stabilizing the site and erecting an interpretive display to 
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explain how the furnace operated.  They explained that visitors would likely not be 
allowed to go inside the furnace due to safety and security concerns. 
 
National Historic Preservation Month - Plaque Presentation 
 
Co-chair Brooks Holwerda reported that some of the 2005 Landmark Designation 
Plaques had been presented at the May 3, 2005 City Council meeting, and the rest 
would be presented at the May 17, 2005 meeting.  All recipients, except Marylhurst 
University, had been present to receive their plaques.  Mr. Sin suggested the HRAB use 
the occasion of the next presentation to announce to the television audience that the 
Board was to host a field session in conjunction with the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation Conference in Portland. 
 
2005 National Trust for Historic Preservation Conference – Portland, Oregon 
 
Mr. Sin reported that there were sufficient funds available to pay the tuition of every 
HRAB member who wanted to attend the 2005 conference of the National Trust for 
Historic Preservation.  He also announced that the local advisory committee meeting 
was scheduled for June 9, 2005, when the group was to review the conference program, 
highlights, marketing and volunteer opportunities.  He asked anyone who wanted to 
attend the conference or the committee meeting, to contact him.  Mr. Baker indicated 
that he planned to attend.  The members generally agreed it was important that Lake 
Oswego be represented at the meeting. 
 
Farmer’s Market Booth 
 
Mr. Sin agreed to circulate a booth-manning schedule for the HRAB’s Farmer’s Market 
booth so members could sign up via email.  Ms. Brooks Holwerda and Ms. Neitzel 
volunteered to man the booth on June 11, 2005.  The other dates the Board had reserved 
were July 30 and September 17, 2005.  The members suggested the booth should 
feature ornaments; Walking Tour brochures; the Landmark Designation Listing and 
application forms; a map; a sample plaque (if one were available); and information 
related to the historic element in Block 138 (if that was available).  Mr. Sin clarified 
that the date of dedication of the Block 138 historic element had not yet been set. 
 
Headgate Update 
 
Mr. Sin circulated the 2000 site plan for the Headgate display.  He reported that the City 
planned to erect it at River Run II (along the Tualatin River, south of Childs Road) 
instead of at Roehr Park.  He reported that he and Jerry Knippel were planning the 
project, and they anticipated City crews would erect it.  The Board members generally 
agreed it would be nice to add the Headgate display to the Landmark Designation 
Listing; install a Landmark Designation plaque; and arrange to have photographs of the 
construction process and dedication ceremony published in Hello LO! and the local 
newspaper. 
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Landmark Designation Listing – Invitation Letter 
 
The Board examined a draft letter inviting owners of historic structures to apply to 
place their properties on the Landmark Designation Listing.  They agreed to use the 
language drafted by Co-chair Brooks Holwerda after it was modified to include 
additional language suggested by Mr. Sin to clarify that the designation primarily 
affected the exterior of the structure.  The Board members also generally agreed that if 
the property was described in the City’s Cultural Resources Inventory, the description 
should be included in the letter in order to help make the application process seem less 
daunting.  They observed the best candidates for the Listing were on the Inventory.  
They each agreed to look for properties that might be eligible for the Landmark 
Designation Listing before the next meeting; then compare the addresses to the 
Inventory; and then to decide whom they wanted to send the invitation letter to at the 
next HRAB meeting.  Co-chair Brooks Holwerda agreed to allow the letter to list her 
telephone number as a contact number.  She suggested Mr. Sin ask Co-chair McGuire 
whether she wanted her telephone number listed in the letter. 
 
Modification of City Preservation Regulations 
 
The Board discussed the ramifications of proposing Code changes that would impose 
regulations in the City of Lake Oswego - similar to those recently adopted by the City 
of Portland - that made it harder to demolish an historic structure by adopting the ability 
to deny a request for demolition.  They acknowledged that kind of regulation would be 
the result of a political decision.  Councilor Graham noted that passage of Measure 37 
impacted regulatory decisions.  She recalled that the City Council had discussed 
requiring deconstruction - rather than demolition - in order to save at least parts of an 
historic structure.  Councilor Graham confirmed that the Affordable Housing Task 
Force was also examining how “tear-downs” impacted affordable housing stock.  She 
offered to discuss the HRAB-drafted regulations with the City Attorney.  Mr. Sin 
agreed to find out how the City of Portland had reconciled its new demolition 
regulations with Measure 37. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
“Tear-Down” Issue on Twin Fir 
 
Co-chair Brooks Holwerda reported that neighbors in the vicinity of Twin Fir/Glen 
Eagles/Wembley Park Roads were upset that a developer planned to tear down an 
existing house in their neighborhood.  She noted a notorious Portland racketeer had 
once owned the house.  She related some neighbors had posted a sign, “My house is not 
for sale,” to discourage visits by developers.  Co-chair Brooks Holwerda reported they 
had invited her to talk with them at an upcoming neighborhood meeting, and the 
Oswego Review might publish an article about the situation.  The members suggested 
she also contact the Oregonian.  She observed that this situation demonstrated that the 
“tear-down” problem was not limited to only one City neighborhood. 
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Cultural Resources Inventory 
 
Board members wondered whether some student group - perhaps the Library’s Teen 
Advisory Board - might want to undertake a project to update the City’s Cultural 
Resource Inventory in return for school credit for community service.  They suggested 
the Oswego Heritage Council might be an appropriate body to advise students working 
on such a project. 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:47 p. m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Sidaro Sin 
Associate Planner 

  
  

 L:\Hrab\MINUTES\2005 HRAB Minutes\05-11-05 HRAB Minutes DRAFT.doc 
 Reviewed 5/25/05 ss 
 Approved 6/8/05 


	HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES
	May 11, 2005

