
 

 
CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

HISTORIC RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD MINUTES 
 

May 10, 2006 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Kasey Brooks Holwerda called the May 10, 2006 meeting of the Historic 
Resources Advisory Board to order at 7:10 p.m. in the Human Resources Conference 
Room of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present besides Chair Holwerda were Vice Chair John Gordon, Eric Baker, 
Tim Mather, Sarah Neitzel and Tia Ross.  Jeannie McGuire and Maya Rivera were 
excused. 
 
Staff present were Paige Goganian, Associate Planner and Sidaro Sin, Headgate Project 
Coordinator. 
 
Deborah Shimkus, Darnell Offer, and Michael Offer, residents who lived near Canal 
Acres, and Gary Mimnaugh, contractor for headgate installation attended as guests. 
 

II. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Ms. Goganian reported it would be necessary for the Historic Resources Advisory 
Board (HRAB) to find a new meeting location, and she planned to look for a temporary 
location for the next meeting. 
 

III. WORK SESSION – HISTORIC HEADGATE RELOCATION PROJECT 
 
Sidaro Sin, Headgate Project Coordinator, recounted the history of the effort to 
preserve the headgate since 1996.  He discussed the proposed location.  He reported that 
planners had considered the Canal Acres Master Plan, access issues, the location of the 
flood plain, protection of natural areas and security issues.  He described how the 
display would be set up.  He reported that the City had received a suggestion to move 
the display a little further southwest. 
 

Public Comments 
 
Two neighbors attended the meeting and asked that the display be moved a little further 
to the southwest.  They said at that location a visitor could see both the old and the new 
headgate.  Deborah Shimkus worried that children would be tempted to climb on the 
display and get hurt.  She said a fence might be necessary.  She said it should be an 
aesthetically pleasing design.  Michael Offer also wanted the display moved.  He 
confirmed the alternative location would not block any view of the river.  He opined 
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that the proposed landscaping detracted from the display, and he was concerned about 
how invasive species in the area of the display would be managed.  He suggested the 
interpretive aspect of the display should be expanded to also relate the history of the 
Canal and artifacts found in the area.  Board members generally indicated they favored 
expanding the interpretive element.  They wondered what the extra cost would be to 
reposition the headgate.   
 
Staff advised that natural resource setbacks would have to be considered, too.  Someone 
suggested installing gravel around the display to keep invasive plants away from it.  
Chair Brooks Holwerda indicated she could agree to the neighbors’ suggestion for an 
alternative placement as long as relocating the display would not cost a lot more money.  
She and other board members clarified they did not favor fencing it.  Someone 
suggested not placing boulders around the bottom that kids might fall on.  Mr. 
Mimnaugh agreed to assess what it would take to reposition the display and report back 
to the HRAB. 
 

IV. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Trueblood House 
 
Mr. Sin reported the City had received one proposal to purchase Trueblood House. 
 
Oswego Heritage Council Resolution – Furnace Crucible 
 
Board members discussed an Oswego Heritage Council recommendation to move the 
furnace crucible from its current location on the riverbank to another place where it 
could be displayed and honored.  Staff reported it was very heavy and it would cost a 
lot to move.  Board members opined that if it were displayed in its current location, 
there should be a deck around it so it could be viewed from all sides.  Chair Brooks 
Holwerda offered to draft a letter to the City Council to let them know the HRAB 
supported either moving it or leaving it in its current location, as long as arrangements 
were made to enable people to view it. 
 
Trueblood House Proceeds 
 
Ms. Goganian agreed to ask the City Manager if it would be allowable for HRAB to use 
excess proceeds from the sale of Trueblood House as “seed money” for HRAB projects.  
They confirmed that they understood the Open Space Bond Fund had to be repaid first.  
They anticipated they would also discuss the matter with Councilor Jack Hoffman at a 
future Board meeting. 
 
 



 
City of Lake Oswego Historic Resources Advisory Board Page 3 of 3 
Minutes of May 10, 2006 

HRAB Website 
 
Ms. Goganian reported that the City’s IT Director had confirmed an HRAB website 
could be created that featured links between the Cultural Resources Inventory and the 
address and photograph of each listed property.  Mr. Mather wanted it to be a more 
“searchable” database that could be connected to the State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO) website.  He suggested checking what the City of Portland and Clackamas 
County have done with their sites and if these may provide good examples of how such 
a site could be set up.  Ms. Goganian recalled that a representative of SHPO had 
reported his agency was not yet ready for that level of linked and cross-referenced 
database.  Mr. Mather agreed to investigate what the Clackamas County Historical 
Society and the City of Portland were doing. 
 
Open Board Positions 
 
Staff reported there were three new applicants for open board positions and Ms. 
Goganian was asked to report when the terms of current members expired. 
 
Farmers Market 
 
The Board directed Ms. Goganian to circulate an emailed schedule showing Farmers 
Market shifts members could volunteer to fill. 
 
Historic Element in Block 138 Development 
 
Ms. Goganian related that Bob Galante, Director of the Lake Oswego Redevelopment 
Agency (LORA) had suggested that the Board plan an event to highlight the two new 
historic displays in the Block 138 development. 
 

V. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:45 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paige Goganian /s/ 
Paige Goganian 
Associate Planner 
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