
 
 

 
City of Lake Oswego 

Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 
 

July 12, 2006 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

Chair Kasey Brooks Holwerda called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of 
July 12, 2006 to order at approximately 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Workroom of City 
Hall, 380 “A” Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present besides Chair Brooks Holwerda were Vice Chair John Gordon, Eric 
Baker, Tim Mather, Sarah Neitzel, Bruce Pomazal and Tia Ross.  Maya Rivera was 
absent.  Guests were Susanna Kuo, Oswego Heritage Council; Barbara Zeller and Mike 
Buck, Lake Grove Village Center Advisory Committee; and Sharon Hawley, Julia Fierra, 
Carolyn Knutson, Ruth Spellman, local hiking and trails advocates.  Staff Liaison was 
Paige Goganian.  Other staff present was Jerry Knippel, Special Projects. 
 

II. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

Iron Industry Signage and Plaques 
Susanna Kuo and Jerry Knippel updated the HRAB on iron-industry-related projects.  
Ms. Kuo presented an historic typeface and a “pick and shovel” symbol that she 
suggested could be used to link interpretive signs and documents related to charcoal sites, 
mines and furnaces.  She explained that there had been three different companies in the 
local iron industry.  She said the mines were on Iron Mountain (where there were still 
tunnels) and the Patton strip mine in south Oswego.  She added that Pioneer Cemetery 
was the resting place of persons from that era, and a very valuable iron meteorite that had 
landed in the area was now displayed at a planetarium as the largest meteorite found in 
North America.  She suggested the Iron Heritage Trail could be signed, perhaps using a 
grant from the Oregon Historic Trails Fund.  Chair Brooks Holwerda observed a general 
consensus to use the plaque language, typeface and symbol suggested by Ms. Kuo.  She 
offered to draft a letter to the City Council to let them know that the Historic Resources 
Advisory Board (HRAB) approved of them and would like to see any plaque related to 
iron sites feature the same font, antiquing and symbol.  She asked Mr. Knippel to alert the 
Board when a draft plaque was available so the Board could send a representative to 
examine it. 
 
Chair Brooks Holwerda suggested that HRAB ask the City Council to set a goal to create 
an Iron Mountain Trails subcommittee (in addition to the Furnace Task Force), which 
would ensure that all iron industry sites were linked to each other and their signs featured 
an appropriate historic design.  Mr. Knippel related that he wanted to install plaques at the 
crucible, put a protective railing around it and make grade improvements.  The Board 
thanked Ms. Kuo and Mr. Knippel for their efforts. 
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Historic Items 
Chair Brooks Holwerda circulated items that had been sent to the HRAB by former Co-
chair, Jeannie McGuire, including the letterhead of the Oswego Iron Company. 
 

III. REGULAR BUSINESS 

Elections and Discussion of Student Member Position 

HRAB members unanimously voted to elect John Gordon and Tia Ross to serve as 
Co-Chairs of the Historic Resources Advisory Board. 
 
Chair Brooks Holwerda agreed to draft a letter to the City Council for review by the 
Board explaining that the Board did not favor having a student member, unless the 
student program had an attendance requirement. 
 
Furnace Task Force 
Vice Chair Gordon reported that the Furnace Task Force was about to open bids related to 
the archeological exploration phase of the project. 
 
Furnace Crucible (see above Iron Industry signage and plaques discussion) 
 
Coordination of Oswego Heritage Council and HRAB efforts regarding Lake 
Oswego Projects and Historic Resources 
Chair Brooks Holwerda reported that she and Vice Chair Gordon had met with City 
Councilor Jack Hoffman and the City Manager and explained to them that HRAB was 
disappointed that some projects that HRAB should have had an opportunity to review had 
been initiated without notifying HRAB.  The City Manager indicated he would see that 
the process included the Board in the future. 
 
Trueblood House 
HRAB members agreed to invite the new owners of Trueblood House to the next HRAB 
meeting.  Chair Brooks Holwerda planned to write a news article about the sale of the 
house. 
 
Headgate 
Ms. Goganian reported that staff anticipated the Headgate display would be completed 
next summer. 
 
Landmark Designation Listing 

Ms. Goganian circulated copies of letters that had been sent out that week to invite 
thirteen homeowners who were to be re-contacted this year and nine Cabana owners to 
nominate their homes for Landmark Designation.  She agreed to also send out follow-up 
letters.  Ms. Brooks Holwerda brought a list of houses she believed might quality for 
Landmark designation and invited other members to add addresses to the list so the Board 
could discuss them at their September meeting.  The complete list was to be e-mailed to 
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members before the meeting, and Mr. Mather offered to take and provide photographs of 
them.  The Board understood that Landmark houses had to be within the City limits. 
 
House Bill 2776 
Ms. Goganian announced that the City Council was to consider the ordinance authorizing 
a second term of special tax assessment for historic properties on September 5, 2006.  She 
reported she would attach to the staff report, four letters of support the Board had 
received. 
 
Demolition Ordinance/Incentives 
The HRAB requested that Ms. Goganian ask the City Council to schedule a joint study 
session in late October or early November.  They planned to prepare for the study session 
at their September meeting.  They anticipated they would suggest incentives and options 
that could prevent demolition, such as a tax break, grants, or City purchase and resale 
(with restrictions) of older structures.  They planned to research what other cities had 
done to delay or prevent demolition. 
 
Web-site for Lake Oswego Landmark Designation List Properties 
Ms. Goganian confirmed that she planned to include properties listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places on the web site. 
 

IV. OTHER BUSINESS 

Lake Grove Village center Plan – HRAB Review/Historic Elements 
The HRAB heard a presentation of the draft Lake Grove Village Center Plan before they 
addressed the other agenda items.  Ms. Goganian related that the Planning Commission 
had invited all City boards and commissions to comment on the draft Lake Grove Village 
Center Plan.  Two members of the Lake Grove Village Center Advisory Committee, 
Barbara Zeller and Mike Buck, explained the draft Plan provided public spaces and 
redesigned Boones Ferry Road frontage in a manner that would be more pedestrian 
friendly.  They anticipated historic elements could be incorporated into the design of 
those areas.  They saw the primary legacy and heritage of the Village Center as the 
natural environment of dense vegetation and large trees, which had drawn summer 
residents from the City of Portland in the early 1900s.  They said those residents arrived 
by train and enjoyed the woods, wildlife, clear streams and fish.  They recalled the 
vegetation of the area had changed since the 1800s from being primarily oak tree 
savannah to groves of Douglas fir trees.  They noted that many historic structures were 
now gone, or remodeled, but the Lake Grove Rural Fire Station was still there, and its 
grove of trees would be designated as a Historic Tree Grove.  During the questioning 
period, they explained the two “gateways” to the Village Center would both be on Boones 
Ferry Road at Kruse Way, to the north, and at the southern boundary of the Center, and 
nothing had yet been designed for those areas.  They explained a controversial pathway 
easement segment behind Reece and Bryant Roads had never been built, and the draft 
Plan would not install a pathway there, but it would also not eliminate the easement.  
They explained that to build the pathway would likely require lighting, removal of some 
large trees and retaining walls.  They said the adjacent residents did not want it improved, 
and it did not fit the plan’s concept of focusing on the pedestrian environment with public 
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spaces along the Boones Ferry Road frontage by bringing the commercial structures 
closer to the frontage with connecting parking areas in the rear.  They said the easement 
would continue to serve the purpose of buffering the neighborhood from the commercial 
area. 
 
Sharon Hawley, Julia Fierra, Carolyn Knutson, and Ruth Spellman, who were active 
in local hiking, trails and pathway planning groups, requested the HRAB to ask the City 
to retain and preserve the pedestrian route between Reece and Bryant Roads that had been 
deeded to the public by the Oregon Iron and Steel Company in 1915 for future pedestrian 
use.  They showed slides of the easement area.  They said it was shown on both City and 
County maps, including the City’s Trails and Pathways Master Plan. During the 
questioning period, they clarified that it was currently not walkable and it was overgrown.  
They said they wanted a simple gravel walking trail through the woods, and not an ADA-
compliant pathway.  They stressed it was an historic pathway easement, with a sewer 
easement under it.  They said at various times in the past it had been used as a walking 
and riding path.  HRAB members observed a pathway would have to meander to avoid 
trees.  The visitors said they wanted to ensure the easement was retained as a pedestrian 
route, and not thickly planted with vegetation and more trees.  They said it would be a 
safer pedestrian route than walking along Boones Ferry Road.  Ms. Zeller anticipated that 
broader sidewalks and limited turns on the street side would make it safer for pedestrians.  
She said all parking lots were to be designed to enhance connectivity.  Mr. Buck reported 
that the residents who would be most likely to use the pathway were against it.  The 
hiking advocates stressed it was an historic easement that the City should not lose, even if 
it were not built.  Chair Brooks Holwerda anticipated the HRAB would discuss whether 
to take a position on the issue at their next meeting. 
 
When the board again discussed this topic at the end of the meeting Ms. Goganian 
explained that the Advisory Committee had recognized that the easement segment was 
not currently used as a path, the residential neighbors were using it for their backyards, 
and the adjacent commercial uses wanted to leave it as a buffer.  The members observed it 
had not been used as a trail for many years, and if it were a legal right-of-way, a formal 
process would be necessary to vacate it.  They each agreed to visit the site.  Ms. Goganian 
suggested they also consider what a good “gateway” could be. 
 
Farmer’s Market Booth (July 29) 

Board members scheduled volunteer time at the HRAB booth at the Farmer’s Market. 
 

V. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business Chair Brooks Holwerda adjourned the meeting at 
approximately 9:00 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Paige Goganian /s/ 
Paige Goganian 
Associate Planner 
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