
 
 

 
City of Lake Oswego 

Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 
 

September 13, 2006 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
Vice Chair John Gordon called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of 
September 13, 2006 to order at approximately 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Workroom 
of City Hall, 380 “A” Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present besides Vice Chair Gordon were Eric Baker, Tim Mather, Sarah 
Neitzel, Bruce Pomazal, and Tia Ross.  Chair Brooks Holwerda was excused.  Guests 
were Jeannie McGuire and Claire Kellogg.  Staff Liaison was Paige Goganian. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of March 8, 2006 and April 12, 2006 were approved by unanimous 
vote. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Ms. McGuire reported that she had met with the owners of a house at 810 Maple Street, 
and she thought that the house might qualify as a Landmark Designation List property.  
Ms. McGuire asked for the names and address of the new owners of Trueblood House 
so she could forward a letter from Sam Trueblood to them.  She also submitted contact 
information for another homeowner who had told her she lived in an historic house.  
Board members discussed various locations where they had seen iron pieces that might 
be collected and displayed in a kiosk.  Ms. Goganian offered to find out if Jerry Knippel 
had discussed the City integrating the pieces in public projects and possible purchasing 
additional items. 
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Furnace Task Force Update 
 
Vice Chair Gordon reported that the City Council had approved an archeological 
exploration contract with Heritage Research.  He reported that the contractor planned to 
start work the next week. 
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Furnace Crucible/OHC-HRAB Coordination Update 
 
The Board examined a letter drafted by Chair Brooks Holwerda to the City Council that 
conveyed HRAB’s support of plaque language, the shovel and pick symbol and design 
theme suggested by Susanna Kuo.  In the letter the HRAB also asked the City Council 
to form a subcommittee to work on an iron heritage trail plan.  Ms. Goganian related 
she had talked with Jerry Knippel and he had reported that the bronze plaques to be 
installed at the crucible had been ordered and the site had been weeded and was ready 
for a railing to be constructed.  He expected the plaques to be installed in a couple of 
weeks. 
 
Trueblood House Update 
 
Ms. Goganian reported that the closing of the sale of Trueblood House was pending the 
recording of the historic preservation easement.  She reported Sidaro Sin, Senior 
Planner, had suggested the HRAB request that the State Historic Preservation Office 
(SHPO) conduct a seminar at the site.  The board asked staff to find out what kind of 
presentation SHPO would like to make and also investigate what the Oswego Heritage 
Council or Lakewood Center would charge for renting their building, if the Trueblood 
House were not available. 
 
Headgate Update 
 
Ms. Goganian reported that the drawings for the Headgate display had been completed 
and were awaiting approval.  She noted that 2006 was the tenth anniversary of the 1996 
flood.  She confirmed that staff had not received any additional comments from the 
neighbors. 
 
House Bill 2776 – Special Assessment Program Update 
 
Ms. Goganian reported the City Council was scheduled to consider extending the 
Special Assessment Tax Deferment Program for certain historic properties.  Passage 
would allow certain properties to reapply for a second term of reduced taxes, but they 
would have to be on the City’s Landmark Designation List.  She circulated a packet, 
which contained four letters in support of the proposal.  She reported adoption would 
result in a total of $50,000 in lost tax revenue to the City for all seven houses over a 15-
year period.  She said any house on the National Register was eligible, and the owner 
had to submit a preservation plan and agree to hold open houses.  She noted that State 
standards applied to interiors, landscaping and outbuildings, and were stricter than the 
City standards.  She advised that the City required a public hearing by the HRAB in 
order to demolish a Landmark property. 
 
Ms. Goganian advised that the State required the City to apply Chapter 58 protection to 
National Registry properties, even if they were not on the City’s list.  She noted that 
many properties on the City List were not on the National Register.   She said the City 
requirement to be on the City’s list was not a problem for three of the affected seven 
property owners, but one of them was concerned because he was considering selling his 
property.  She advised the Comprehensive Plan called for ensuring that all National 
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Historic Register properties were also on the City’s List, and it contained a 
Recommended Action Measure to update the Landmark Designation List in 
coordination with SHPO.  She advised a public hearing was now required to justify 
removing a property from the List.  She advised the Code provided the applicable 
criteria, which were that the structure was a severe hazard to public health and safety; 
an analysis showed that the weight of various economic, environmental and social costs 
and benefits demonstrated it should be demolished; there were no alternatives to 
demolishing the landmark; and denial of the request would deny the owner reasonable 
economic use of the property.  Mr. Mather reported that a City of Portland ordinance 
allowed that city to delay demolition for one year in order to allow time to try to save it.  
He said they were now considering an ordinance that could deny demolition.  He said 
such an ordinance was in place in 35 other jurisdictions around the country. 
 
Council Goals & Preservation Incentives Study Session Update 
 
Board members looked forward to a future study session with the City Council to 
discuss a demolition ordinance, certified local government, and other incentives for 
historic preservation.  They generally agreed the fee for a demolition permit should be 
relatively high and they heard that some jurisdictions required an architectural survey 
before demolition.  Ms. Goganian observed that the Board had accomplished many of 
their goals for the current year. 
 
Development Action – Discussion 
 
Mr. Mather presented the plans for demolishing and rebuilding Chair Kasey Brooks 
Holwerda’s boathouse.  He explained that the existing boathouse had been built later 
than the house itself.  He anticipated the plans would be submitted to the Planning 
Department staff for their review.  Ms. Goganian offered to prepare a report describing 
the applicable process for this and similar development applications. 
 
Harmon House for Sale – Discussion 
 
Ms. McGuire reported that the historic Harmon House (circa 1855) property was for 
sale.  Board members wondered if the City might purchase the property to save the 
house as a museum or meeting place and turn the property into a park, or move it to the 
SAFECO site; or if a developer could be encouraged to plan a development around the 
house.  They suggested that someone should alert the City Manager and contact the 
Realtor to make certain that she knew the house was on the City’s Landmark 
Designation List. 
 
Landmark Designation List – Invitations Discussion 
 
Mr. Baker had taken photographs of prospective Landmark Designation List properties 
that were not yet on the City’s inventory.  The Board agreed to gather information on 
each of them and then consider several of them at each meeting, starting with the next 
meeting. 
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Lake Grove Village Center Plan – HRAB Review/Historic Elements 
 
The group considered the issue of the old pathway easement between Bryant and Reece 
Roads.  They examined a letter appealing for their support of the pathway from a trails 
group; a July 24, 2006 petition against it from residential neighbors along the easement; 
and they recalled they had heard from Mike Buck that businesses along the easement 
did not support installing the pathway.  Ms. Goganian reported the Lake Grove Village 
Center Advisory Committee agreed there should not be an improved pathway segment 
there, in order to allow the easement to serve as a buffer between residential and 
commercial uses.  The easement was donated to the public by the Oregon Iron and Steel 
Company in 1915.  The board was not of one opinion as to whether the pathway, which 
was no longer used much and was encroached upon, was actually “historic.”  They 
noted that besides encroachments, there were a lot of large trees in the easement and it 
did not have uniform topography, so a pathway would be a challenge to configure.  Ms. 
Goganian related that the plan to use the easement as a buffer behind the businesses was 
part of a compromise the Advisory Committee had made because businesses were 
giving up frontage land so the plan could focus on the street. 
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS  
 
The group discussed staffing for the booth at the Farmers’ Market on September 23.  
Ms. Goganian provided an update on coordination of the upcoming event to 
commemorate Historic Downtown Elements.  The ceremony is being coordinated with 
a chartered historic trolley ride.  Author Ann Fulton indicated she would be willing to 
attend and talk about the history of the downtown and the impact of the rail line.  The 
Oswego Heritage Council has asked members of HRAB to serve on the planning 
committee for the first annual Lake Oswego Historic Home Tour. 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business Vice Chair Gordon adjourned the meeting at 10:15 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paige Goganian /s/ 
Paige Goganian 
Associate Planner 
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