
 
 

City of Lake Oswego 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
February 14, 2007 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
Co-chair Tia Ross called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of February 
14, 2007 to order at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Workroom of City Hall, 380 “A” 
Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present besides Co-chair Ross were Eric Baker, Sarah Neitzel, Tim Mather, 
Bruce Pomazal and Kasey Brooks Holwerda.  Co-chair John Gordon was excused.  The 
student member position was vacant. 
 
Guests were Janet Goetze, Oregonian; and Jeannie McGuire.  Staff Liaison was Paige 
Goganian. 
 

II. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Ms. Goganian discussed the protocol related to presenting awards and Ms. McGuire 
discussed the Steiner Cabins.   
 

III. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Furnace Task Force 
 
Ms. Neitzel reported the next Furnace Task Force meeting was scheduled for the 
following Thursday. 
 
Landmarks - Development and Real Estate Activity 
 
Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB) members were concerned about saving the 
Worthington House on McVey.  At their last meeting they had agreed to consider how 
to change the Code in ways that might allow office use of historic houses in residential 
areas.  Ms. Goganian reported that the staff schedule did not allow them time to draft a 
related Code amendment for the HRAB to consider until late in the year.  She said a 
proposed change would require a public process that involved public notice and a 
hearing.  However, she advised the current Code allowed a home occupation under 
certain conditions that people who wanted to preserve historic structures might want to 
know, as follows: 
 
• The use did not alter the residential character of a neighborhood or infringe upon the 

rights of residents in the vicinity to the peaceful enjoyment of the neighborhood;  
• A current and valid business license was to be maintained; 
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• There were to be no employees other than family members who resided in the 
dwelling;  

• No outside storage of goods and materials, other than vegetation, was allowed; and,  
• No more than 25% of the dwelling could be devoted to nonresidential use. 
 
Ms. Ross reported that there was still a “For Sale” sign at the property and she also 
related that she was scheduled to meet the following week with an attorney who had 
been interested in Trueblood House to discuss the Worthington House. She said he was 
moving to the area and looking for office space.  The Board indicated they thought an 
attorney’s office would be a good use of the Worthington house, but the attorney would 
likely need to employ a secretary on site and that would require a change in the Code.   
The members observed such a Code change would not affect many structures in the 
City, and they agreed the draft amendment should limit the change so it only allowed 
office use with employees in historic structures on Arterial Streets.  Ms. Brooks 
Holwerda volunteered to draft a letter to the owners of structures that had been removed 
from the Landmark Designation List inviting them to re-list them. 
 
Headgate 
 
Ms. Goganian said staff had reported the slab had been poured, but there was no 
equipment on the site, and the contract to build the display expired at the end of March.  
She reported that Jerry Knippel, Special Projects, had agreed to help preservation 
advocates design and produce the interpretive plaque for the display later in the year.  
Ms. McGuire related she had not yet heard whether the Campbell sisters would 
volunteer to help design it. 
 
Review of Certified Local Government Grant Application 
 
The Board had decided work should be completed on a Certified Local Government 
(CLG) grant due the following Friday before the CLG application was submitted.  Ms. 
Goganian had advised that it was acceptable to apply for a grant without being a CLG 
as long as the City intended to become a CLG, and that she understood that all 
applications were funded, but the amount might not be as much as requested.  Ms. 
Goganian had prepared a worksheet and drafted the actual application, which asked for 
funds to pay an intern to conduct a survey to locate candidates for the National Register 
of Historic Places designation and the local Landmark Designation List; to fund 
preservation planning efforts and create incentives to place structures on the local List; 
and for HRAB workshops.  She reported that she had contacted the University of 
Oregon to alert them that the City might need an intern.  The grant application required 
matching funds, so Ms. Goganian had prepared a worksheet showing which projects 
would receive matching City funds and the value of volunteer time.  After the Board 
members examined and generally indicated they approved the application, Co-Chair 
Ross signed it. 
 
Ms. Goganian suggested candidates for the National Register of Historic Places were 
the Old Fire Station, the Workers’ Cottage, the Iron Mine Trail, the Oswego-Tualatin 
Canal, Pioneer Cemetery, and some as yet undocumented local houses designed by 
famous architects such as Parker, Sundeleaf, Hemmenway, Pipes and Yeon.  She 
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announced that a writer on the staff of the Oregonian was scheduled to talk about John 
Yeon’s work the following week.  Mr. Yeon had reportedly designed two buildings in 
Lake Oswego, but no one on the HRAB knew where they were located.  They 
speculated they might be in Ridge Lake or Lakewood Bay areas.  Janet Goetze, who 
also worked for the Oregonian, recalled the Yeons were an old Oregon lumber family 
and that John Yeon, who had designed the McCall’s Restaurant building on the Portland 
waterfront, had been dismayed later on when that building’s colors were changed from 
the pale colors he had originally chosen for it. 
 
Board members saw a special need to survey Lake Grove for Landmark List candidates 
because it had never been surveyed, even though it was one of the oldest sections of the 
City.  It was suggested that preservation focus be placed on a 1930s bungalow on a 
large lot along Upper Drive in Lake Grove that might be at risk due to rapid 
redevelopment in that area.  Co-chair Ross recalled the Carman Farmhouse was for sale 
and whether there the public value was sufficient to justify the City purchasing it.  She 
reported an old farmhouse in Hillsboro had been preserved by that city and was used as 
their Parks and Recreation Department office.  Ms. Goganian agreed to provide copies 
of the Landmark Designation List to those members who did not yet have one. 
 
Preservation Month Activities & Plaque Award Candidates 
 
Ms. Goganian reported she had mailed invitation letters February 2nd and staff had 
received three responses from Oswego Heritage House; the Rooney’s, who owned 1136 
Westward Ho Road; and the owner of the Rogers Building.  She said the Rogers 
Building owner had related that building already featured an Oswego Heritage Council 
plaque and he worried that two plaques might be too much.  Ms. Goganian related that 
she had assured him the City’s landmark plaque was very small and would go well with 
the first plaque.  She said she had not sent an invitation letter to the owner of 
Worthington House because it was in such bad shape.  Some members anticipated the 
presence of a plaque might deter purchasers who wanted to tear the building down.  Ms. 
McGuire recalled there was a plaque on a rented structure in FAN that always looked 
terrible.  The Board asked staff to mail the invitation letter to all owners of Landmark 
List properties, including Worthington House. 
 
Ms. Goganian reported that Harold Campbell had advised her that his daughter, Corinna 
Campbell, who was to receive the 2007 Merit Award, favored prints of the Old Town 
area.  So the members selected a City Library photograph of Old Town to reprint on the 
Merit Award if that was permissible.  Co-chair Ross volunteered to coordinate the Merit 
Award project.  Ms. Goganian reported she would ask the City Council to schedule the 
awards presentation for their May 1st meeting. 
 
HRAB members agreed to enlarge pdf files created for the OHC home tour and hang 
them in the hallway of City Hall during Preservation Month instead of using the display 
case. 
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Oswego Heritage Council Historic Home Tour 
 
Ms. McGuire, who was assisting in planning the Oswego Heritage Council’s Historic 
Home Tour, reported the event was to be sponsored by the OHC and other sponsors, 
including the City of Lake Oswego.  She said six homes and Heritage House were to be 
featured on the tour.  She circulated signup forms and asked board members to 
volunteer to be “Home Hosts.”  She said the volunteers would receive free admission 
and after the tour they were invited to a party at Heritage House hosted by another 
sponsor, Windermere Real Estate.  She said there would be tour-related informational 
displays at Heritage House and at the City Library and articles in the Lake Oswego 
Review.  Ms. Goganian reported the City would donate printing services and some 
transportation.  During the ensuing discussion Ms. McGuire confirmed that the 
Workers’ Cottage, which had been a rental house, was on the tour and it was currently 
vacant.  Board members thought the Workers’ Cottage could make a good HRAB office 
and museum.  They also wondered if it would be appropriate to make a presentation on 
the Landmark Designation List process at the final party. 
 
Oswego “Top Ten” Landmarks Coloring Book 
 
Mr. Mather asked the Board to select which historic landmarks should be featured in the 
coloring book he was fashioning.  He said he planned to indicate the architectural style 
for each one.  He anticipated the HRAB could complete and publish the book and 
distribute it to schools with a teacher’s outline in May 2007.  The Board anticipated 
they would examine the draft coloring book at their next meeting.  They commended 
Mr. Mather for his efforts. 
 
Board member Retention 
 
Board members understood that Mr. Gordon had reapplied for an HRAB position and 
Ms. McGuire reported that she had also reapplied, but staff had not been certain that she 
was eligible, yet, so they had forwarded it to the City Attorney.  The question was 
whether the requisite year interim between time of service had passed.  Ms. Goganian 
agreed to check with the legal department and convey the Board’s request for a written 
policy clarifying how the rules related to term limits were applied.  The Board 
questioned whether it made sense for the City Council to wait until there were three 
applicants for each position before they appointed a board member. 
 

IV. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Farmers Market  
 
The Farmers Market operated between May and October.  HRAB members agreed to 
have a booth at the Farmers Market on June 9, August 4 and September 29, 2007. 
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HRAB Website 
 
Mr. Mather and Mr. Pomazal showed the group examples of historic resource-related 
websites published by other preservation organizations and other jurisdictions.  They 
asked Board members to identify features they liked and list and prioritize them to 
guide whoever designed the new HRAB web pages.  The members indicated they liked 
pages where a map was linked to photographs and information about historic structures.  
They also liked “audio tour” and “virtual tour” features.  They suggested things like a 
“kids” section with a downloadable coloring book; and sections that focused on, 
“Featured Restoration of the Month,” and “Endangered Properties Program.”  They 
noted that some sites were supported by advertising, but a City website could not solicit 
that type of support.  They noted that homes on the Landmark Designation List and 
Cultural Inventory should be on the website, but they needed to ensure the accuracy of 
the information on the Inventory first. 
 

V. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for March 13, 2007.  There being no further business 
Co-Chair Ross adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:00 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paige Goganian /s/ 
Paige Goganian 
Associate Planner 
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