
 
 

City of Lake Oswego 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
June 13, 2007 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
Co-chair Tia Ross called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of June 13, 
2007 to order at 7:05 p.m. in the City Council Workroom of City Hall, 380 “A” 
Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present besides Co-chair Ross were Eric Baker, Sarah Neitzel, Tim Mather, 
Bruce Pomazal and *Kasey Brooks Holwerda.  Co-chair John Gordon and John Olsoni 
(Youth Member) were excused. 
 
Jeannie McGuire attended as a guest.  Staff Liaison was Paige Goganian. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The Board approved the Minutes of September 13 and December 13, 2006 by 
unanimous agreement. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
City Council Survey 
Ms. Goganian distributed a City Council survey for the Historic Resources Advisory 
Board (HRAB) members to complete. 
 
Training and Grant Opportunities 
Ms. Goganian announced that she planned to participate in a special comprehensive 
training program for preservation planners in Corvallis, Oregon.  She also announced 
there was funding available to pay for all HRAB members who wanted to attend the 
2007/2008 Heritage Conference next spring. 
 
Website Map Links 
Ms. Goganian related that a doctoral candidate was completing her thesis by working 
with the City Library to create web links to over 70 historic maps.  The Board 
anticipated placing those links on the new HRAB website. 
 
Bill to Revise Special Assessment Program 
Ms. Goganian reported that the legislature was considering SB 416, which would give 
local government more power to exclude certain properties from the tax break for 
historic structures.  The bill provided that the tax breaks for historic properties expired 
after 15 years unless a city or county agreed to continue it for another 15 years.  It 
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specified that a local government was allowed to exclude certain individual homes, 
businesses, or entire neighborhoods from the benefit based on property values or the 
degree of economic distress in the area. 
 
First Annual Historic Home Tour 
HRAB members were pleased to recall that the First Annual Historic Home Tour had 
been very successful and ticket sales had approached the target of 300. 
 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Furnace Task Force 
This discussion was postponed. 
 
Landmarks – Development and Real Estate Activity 
Board members related that an owner was asked if he would entertain an effort to save 
his little stone cottage slated for demolition, but received no positive response.  They 
noted that house in the Lake Grove area might be historic, but was not on the Landmark 
Designation List. 
 
*Ms. Brooks Holwerda left the meeting.  Co-chair Ross wondered if the Carman 
Farmhouse could be saved if a non-profit organization purchased the property, left the 
house in place, and constructed small homes around it for “empty-nesters.” 
 
Headgate Interpretive Plaque 
Ms. Goganian said this project was anticipated to begin in the fall.  She and Jeannie 
McGuire, Jerry Knippel and Susanna Kuo were likely to work together on the project. 
 
Landmark Applications 
Ms. Goganian anticipated the next Landmark Designation Listing application to be 
ready for HRAB consideration at their July meeting would be the Dew House on 
Chandler Place, and after that the application for Trueblood House might be ready.  She 
clarified that the City had not yet received an application from Sacred Heart Church.  
Ms. McGuire offered to take application materials to the owners of another house who 
were interested in being added to the Landmark Designation List.  The Board heard that 
the owner of 4126 Summit wanted to know if her house was significant enough for the 
List.  Ms. McGuire offered to arrange to see the house, which was not visible from the 
street.  The Board heard that the owner of 421 Middlecrest had also inquired about the 
List.  Ms. McGuire advised that the significance of the property was not clear.  She 
noted that a previous owner of that house had told her a second story had been added; 
the house had no particular historic architectural significance; and the well-known artist 
who had once lived there now lived on the east coast. 
 
Ms. Goganian advised that the City Council wanted to ensure that all houses placed on 
the List were truly significant.  Co-chair Ross offered to follow up and contact the 
owners who had inquired about the Listing.  Mr. Mather suggested reserving a place on 
the website for people to use to submit inquiries and information about local structures.  

City of Lake Oswego Historic Resources Advisory Board Page 2 of 4 
Minutes of June 13, 2007 



Susanna Kuo had emailed the HRAB to find out if the Linus Pauling house and the 
Carman Wilmot House (which the Board referred to as the "Carman Farmhouse") were 
protected and Ms. McGuire confirmed the Farmhouse was on the List. 
 
Oswego “Top Ten” Landmarks Coloring Book 
Mr. Mather reported that copies of the coloring book had been sent to elementary 
schools so they would have it in time for Preservation Month, but that he planned to 
continue to improve it to make it easier to color.  He asked for Board comments and 
suggestions.  He suggested it could be made available on the website as a “print 
version” that was easy to color.  Co-chair Ross suggested it could be provided as a 
“souvenir” during the next historic homes tour.  Ms. Goganian confirmed the Planning 
Department would pay for printing the books and staff would arrange to put it on the 
website when it was ready. 
 
Trueblood House 
Ms. Goganian reported she was to meet with the Perrins, the new owners of Trueblood 
House, the next day to establish a reporting schedule, format and procedure.  She 
recalled the sales agreement called for progress reports and verification inspections.  
She distributed copies of the standards for the work and advised that the HRAB would 
participate in reviewing the work.  She related that the standards would allow the roof to 
be modified so it did not drain into the house.  She invited HRAB members to 
accompany her when she made a site inspection.  Mr. Mather and Mr. Pomazal offered 
to participate in the inspection.  Ms. Goganian anticipated site meeting would be 
scheduled for an upcoming Tuesday afternoon. 
 
Inventory 2007 
Ms. Goganian reported she was completing the Certified Local Government (CLG) 
grant agreement.  She explained it asked the City to specify priority tasks and account 
for the cost of materials and for hours worked by staff, consultant, intern and members 
at a reimbursement rate.  She reported she was contacting the consultants on the State 
Historic Preservation Organization (SHPO) list of consultants to find one who would 
help the City.  She said an intern would be hired to help the consultant.  She offered to 
distribute copies of the original City inventory of historic resources that SHPO had 
received from the City in 1988 and entered into their database in recent years.  Board 
members anticipated they would examine, correct, update and add to that information 
on an ongoing basis by reviewing one or two properties at each Board meeting.  They 
noted SHPO had very specific requirements related to verifying and changing database 
information.  They also wanted to know if they could hold informal work sessions or 
form a subcommittee to work on the database.  Ms. Goganian observed the Public 
Meetings law required notice of time and date of meetings, including subcommittee 
meetings where there was a quorum of board members necessary to make a decision.  
Board members commented that a record should remain in the database to offer 
information about a structure that had been removed.  They suggested the consultant 
attend a board meeting. 
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Web Page Design 
Mr. Pomazal asked the members to each prioritize and submit a list of initial features 
and content they wanted to see on the new HRAB website.  Ms. Goganian recalled the 
new Oswego Heritage Council website featured oral histories.  She agreed to find out 
from City IT staff how much web space would be available for the HRAB website 
features. 
 
Revolving Loan Programs 
Co-chair Ross reported that she was researching how a North Carolina non-profit 
foundation had successfully rescued 15 homes so far.  She said they bought a home and 
then sold it to a buyer who agreed to rehabilitate it and keep it for at least 30 years.  If 
the house was sold before that time, it had to be sold back to the foundation for a set 
price.  She said she and Ms. Brooks Holwerda saw a need to form such a foundation to 
save historic homes in Lake Oswego.  Ms. Goganian suggested they discuss with the 
Arts Foundation how that organization had evolved from a City board, and she also 
suggested they contact the Pittsburg Landmarks and Heritage Foundation. 

 
V. OTHER BUSINESS  

 
July Election of Officers 
Ms. Goganian advised that terms for chair and co-chair were limited to two consecutive 
terms.  The Board anticipated it would hold an election of officers at their July meeting. 
 
Farmers Market Staffing 
Ms. Goganian and the Board reviewed the booth-staffing schedule for the August 4th 
and September 22nd Farmers Market days. 
 
Open Board Positions 
Co-chair Ross reported that three applicants had been interviewed for the open HRAB 
positions.  She said the appointments were pending the City Attorney’s office written 
clarification regarding whether someone who had previously served two terms, or six 
years, and was “term-limited off” the board could be reappointed after a year. 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled for July 11, 2007.  There being no further business Co-
Chair Ross adjourned the meeting at 9:15 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paige Goganian /s/ 
Paige Goganian 
Associate Planner 
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