
 
 

 
City of Lake Oswego 

Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 
 

February 13, 2008 
 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

Chair Tia Ross called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of February 13, 
2008 to order at 7:05 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 380 “A” Avenue, Lake 
Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present besides Chair Ross were Vice Chair Bruce Pomazal, Tamra Brosseau, 
Melissa Kendall, Tim Mather, Jeannie McGuire and Sarah Neitzel.  John Olsoni (Youth 
Member) was absent. 
 
Guests were Susanna Kuo, Oswego Heritage Council; and Nancy Headlee, Oswego 
Heritage Council and Furnace Task Force. 
 
Staff Liaison was Paige Goganian.  Council Liaison, Roger Hennagin, joined the 
meeting at 7:30. 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A vote on the minutes was postponed in order to allow the staff time to redistribute 
drafts. 
 

III. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
The Board welcomed new members Tamra Brosseau and Melissa Kendall, to the 
Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB).  Both Ms. Kendall, a teacher, and Ms. 
Brosseau, Executive Director of the Holy Names Heritage Center, explained they were 
new to Lake Oswego and wanted to continue pursuing their interest in historic 
preservation in their new locale. 
 
Ms. Goganian announced that a Sustainability Stewardship conference was scheduled 
for February 27, 2008; and that Oswego Heritage Council (OHC) had scheduled a talk 
by Jane Morrison (the original author of the City’s Cultural Inventory) on the first 
Wednesday in May.  She distributed copies of an email from the Glenmorrie 
Neighborhood Association explaining the Association’s position on a land use decision 
appeal. 
 
Later in the meeting, Councilor Roger Hennagin joined the group.  He invited the 
HRAB to convey to him anything they wanted him to share with the City Councilors 
during the “Reports from Councilors” portion of their regular meeting agenda.  He 
advised that the Council was considering reducing the number of boards and 
commissions because it had become a challenge to recruit enough volunteers to fill 
them.  He noted the HRAB enjoyed a full complement of members, but he advised that 
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some boards did not.  He said the Councilors wanted to know where there might be 
“mission overlap” between boards.  He recalled the example of the Arts Foundation, 
which was a separate legal entity, but worked closely with the City’s Public Arts 
Committee, which functioned almost like an Arts Foundation subcommittee.  He asked 
if HRAB and the Oswego Heritage Council might also work together that way, so in the 
event the City Council had difficulty filling HRAB positions, the OHC could play a role 
in finding volunteers to serve on the Board. 
 
HRAB members observed that the HRAB was a public entity with review authority but 
the OHC was a private entity.  They said the HRAB was responsible for applying 
Community Development Code (CDC) Chapter 58 provisions, which protected 
landmark structures, and for ensuring the cultural inventory was maintained and 
updated.  They pointed out they were identifying historic structures that had not yet 
been inventoried, placing them in the cultural inventory, and putting the entire inventory 
into a database.  They noted the Board had to maintain a neutral stance on matters they 
might eventually hear and decide.  They did agree that HRAB and the OHC had a 
common goal to educate the public and that both groups were working together on some 
projects.  Councilor Hennagin anticipated that HRAB would still be responsible for 
Chapter 58 responsibilities, in the associated group scenario.  He stressed that the 
Councilors wanted the Board to help them understand what the differences were 
between the two preservation groups.  The OHC representatives in the audience stressed 
one big difference was that the OHC had to raise funds to support itself.  They asked if 
the OHC would be allocated City funds to support a combined entity.  Councilor 
Hennagin recalled the Arts Foundation also had to raise the funds it needed to function. 
 
Councilor Hennagin observed the HRAB agenda included time to discuss the Lake 
Grove Village Center Plan the City Council was scheduled to hear that week.  Ms. 
Goganian recalled that the HRAB had submitted comments for the record after the 
Planning Commission had asked City boards and commissions to comment on the plan.  
She said the Board was particularly interested in the pathway that had been deeded to 
the City by the local iron and steel company in 1915 for pedestrian and bridle use, and 
the historic Lake Grove Rural Fire District building.  She observed that there was no 
evidence that the subject pathway segment, which ran between Bryant and Reese 
Roads, had ever been improved or used, and few stakeholders wanted it to be used for 
anything other than a buffer, so the Village Center Plan only proposed to make the 
unimproved pathway part of a required buffer.  The draft Plan did not propose 
abandoning it, but it did not propose any public project to improve it.  A Board member 
recalled that some large trees impeded that route.  The OHC representatives speculated 
the pathway segment might be a remnant of a larger bridle trail system that had 
extended into the City of Portland in the days when there were very few automobiles.  
Ms. McGuire recalled there were some citizens who held a different view about how to 
address the pathway than the draft Plan proposed.  The HRAB thanked him for coming, 
and then Councilor Hennagin left the meeting. 
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IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 

Historic Furnace Task Force Preservation Stabilization Project 
Ms. Neitzel related that there was nothing new to report since her last report.   
 
Landmarks − Development and Real Estate Activity 

Worthington House, 885 McVey 

Chair Ross and Ms. Goganian reported that new owner, Jim Larson, was still working 
on making the house livable.  They reported he had invited them to visit his project.  
They anticipated he would discuss his vision for the site with the HRAB at a future 
meeting.  Members suggested that if he intended to submit a land use application to the 
City he should discuss it with the Board and ask for an HRAB endorsement.  They 
wondered if Mr. Larson planned to ask for a street vacation and a zone change that 
would allow him to use the house for his business. 
 
Ms. Goganian advised that a Community Development Code (CDC) update that had 
been drafted by the Planning Department already contained a change the Board had 
previously discussed proposing themselves.  She said the current code allowed granting 
a Conditional Use Permit (CUP) to a non-profit office (excluding medical or dental use) 
in a designated Landmark building on an arterial street in a low density residential zone.  
The proposed change would remove the word, “non-profit.”  She advised that the City 
could apply additional conditions of approval for a CUP in order to make it compatible 
with the neighborhood. 
 
Shaw House designed by Architect/John Yeon 

Ms. Goganian reported hearing that some persons were worried that the Schott house 
was about to be demolished.  She circulated information about the John Yeon House.  A 
member reported that Bill Hawkins and Mary Lou Culver were working on a project to 
photograph some historic structures that were in danger of being torn down. 
 
Gemini Bar Building 

HRAB members wondered if the changes they had observed being made to the Gemini 
Bar building required HRAB approval.  One member advised that if changes to a 
commercial building changed it less than 25%, no building permit was required.  Ms. 
Goganian advised that changes to structures on the Landmark Designation List were 
“flagged” for HRAB review when the City received the building permit application.  
The Board observed that the process needed to be modified to ensure review for 
alterations to landmarks even if no building permit were necessary.  Ms. Goganian 
agreed to research the issue.  Members agreed to reinstate the Board’s annual letter to 
all owners of Landmark structures that explained how the code applied to those 
structures. 
 
Headgate Interpretive Plaque 
Ms. Goganian reported that the group working on this project had agreed to a concept, 
they had a budget to work with, they were collecting information, and she had revised 
the diagram.  She said Ms. Kuo would review the materials.  She noted the City had 
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received a Certified Local Government grant (that had to be matched by the City) that 
helped pay for the project. 
 
Ms. McGuire explained to the newest Board members that the headgate was a 25’ x 6’, 
door-like, hand-cranked, apparatus that had served to regulate water flow in the Oswego 
Canal.  The old headgate had been in operation from the 1800’s until it failed in the 
1996 flood.  It was then removed and stored.  A site had been found to display it in 
River Run Park, close to the new headgate.  It was to be displayed in a manner that 
simulated how it looked in the water.  She said the Lake Oswego Corporation had the 
crank handle, and the display team had not asked for it because they knew they needed 
to find some way to ensure it could not be stolen if it were installed on the display. 
 
At this point, Council Liaison, Roger Hennagin, joined the meeting and began the 
discussion described in Petitions and Communications (see above). 
 
Trueblood House 
Ms. Goganian observed that Trueblood House owner, Sheila Perrin, who had asked for 
the opportunity to update the HRAB that evening, was not present.  She reported that 
the Perrins were still in the land use approval process.  Mr. Mather recalled they had 
expressed their frustration with the process. 
 
State Historic Preservation Office Database Update 
The Board recalled they had previously tabled this agenda item. 
 
Inventory 2007/National Register of Historic Places Nominations 
Ms. Goganian reported that the intern the City had hired to accomplish projects outlined 
in the Certified Local Government (CLG) agreement had begun by working on the 
survey.  He had already documented the Lake Grove Rural Fire District building, Mary 
Lou Culver’s house, a mid-century house designed by Bill Fletcher, and iron-industry-
related sites, including the iron mine and the beach landing.  She said he anticipated he 
would start working on National Register of Historic Places nominations in May. 
 
Oswego Heritage Council Historic Home Tour 
Ms. Goganian related that this year’s OHC Historic Home Tour would include the 
Workers Cottage.  She anticipated she would be stationed there to talk to visitors about 
Landmark Designation, HRAB membership and the move to nominate the Cottage for 
National Register designation.  She distributed volunteer sign-up forms.   
 

V. OTHER BUSINESS 

Workers Cottage 
Ms. Goganian updated HRAB members on the effort to rehabilitate and designate the 
Workers Cottage.  She recalled that it was already a City Landmark, and the HRAB 
supported its nomination to the National Register.  She advised that the State Historic 
Preservation Office (SHPO) had determined the Workers Cottage would qualify for 
national designation.  She advised that grants were also available if the City Council 
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agreed to comply with National Register requirements.  She said she would draft a 
report that would recommend that to the Council.  She recalled that last spring the City 
Facilities Director had found the building was falling apart and HRAB had 
recommended that a preservation architect be consulted.  The consultant had analyzed 
the structure and recommended that it be stabilized first, and then made habitable, and 
that the work could be done in phases.  He had provided cost estimates.  Ms. Goganian 
advised that the original front porch had been modified over time, and it would be 
fitting, for a National Register structure, to have it restored to what it looked like in old 
photographs.  She suggested the immediate issues to be addressed were basic 
stabilization and ensuring it was put to use, and not vacant.  She reported that neighbors 
were concerned that a vacant structure would be vandalized and deteriorate.  She related 
the intern (funded by the Certified Local Government Grant) was interested in 
providing caretaker services for the landmark this summer.  She advised the next step 
was to recommend the City Council approve funds to pay for the necessary 
improvements.  Ms. Goganian suggested HRAB could recommend the appropriate use 
of the structure over the longer term later on, in a separate process.  She recalled 
suggestions that it be used as a museum, an artists’ retreat, or a residential rental. 
 
Preservation Month (May 2008) 
Ms. Goganian advised the members to prepare for Preservation Month by selecting a 
Merit Award winner and Landmark Plaque recipients.  She said she would invite the 
owner of the Dew House to apply for a plaque.  Ms. McGuire suggested sending 
another invitation letter to owners of historic properties who had not yet applied for a 
plaque.  Ms. Goganian reported the Preservation Month exhibit at City Hall would 
highlight houses on the historic home tour and would help publicize the tour. 
 
Belluschi House 
Mr. Mather related that he had been given a mid-century structure designed by Pietro 
Belluschi that was about to be demolished.  He had deconstructed and stored it.  He and 
Chair Ross suggested it be reconstructed on a terraced area in George Rogers Park, 
where the park master plan anticipated a structure of similar size and style.  They 
reported they had presented such a proposal to the Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Board (PRAB), and that PRAB was to consider it further at an upcoming meeting the 
following Wednesday. 
 
HRAB members and the OHC representatives discussed the proposal.  The group was 
divided on the issue.  Some worried that a mid-twentieth-century house would be out of 
context in a park where the City was working to restore remnants of the historic 19th 
Century iron industry and a pre-historic site.  They said the terraced area was actually 
an integral part of the gravity-fed furnace-operations landscape.  They suggested finding 
some other location for the house.  The advocates disagreed and stressed the park 
master plan already called for a similar structure on the area, and they pointed out the 
simple, open floor plan would be appropriate and serviceable for programs and 
gatherings.  They said the site was just what architect Belluschi would have chosen.  
There would be a long view down the river, and the house design was unobtrusive and 
would blend into the surroundings.  They stressed this was the only known Belluschi-
designed house in Lake Oswego.  They observed the park also had many modern 
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features including picnic structures, benches, and a modern sculpture near the river.  
They noted it was a multi-use park, not just an historic park.  They said the house would 
draw visitors to Lake Oswego.  Mr. Mather reported that although eleven persons had 
inquired about purchasing the structure, none of them would relocate it within the City.  
He and Chair Ross said they planned to raise private funds for the project and they 
would not ask for City funding.  When asked, Mr. Mather clarified that it was possible 
that his construction firm might benefit from some future financial gain from the 
project.  Chair Ross said she had no financial interest in it. 
 
Ms. Kuo opined that park users expected to see typical, “park-style,” benches and 
shelters, in addition to the 19th Century structures, but they would feel the Belluschi 
House style did not relate well with the 19th Century part of the park scheme.  She 
submitted documents to support her position.  She pointed out that the 2002 George 
Rogers Park Master Plan detailed its historic resources, including the terrace, which had 
been the furnace operation’s “charging terrace.”  She pointed out the park was the site 
of the sawmill that spurred growth of the City, a Chinese settlement, an exceedingly 
rare pre-historic archeological site, and ironworks industry buildings.  She pointed out 
the City’s Open Space Plan specified that heritage landscapes were part of the 
topography of historic sites and should be preserved.  She pointed out that old 
photographs showed that the terraced area was part of the gravity-fed iron furnace 
operation that eventually reached the river landing and boats that carried the product to 
market.  She said the City Code protected historic and cultural resources and statewide 
planning goals called for inventorying and identifying conflicting uses and protecting 
open space and historic resources for future generations.  She held that the Belluschi 
House was a conflicting use.  She pointed out that Eugene preservationist, Liz Carter, 
had cautioned against putting a more modern house there that was not connected with 
the 19th Century site.  Ms. Kuo stressed the City should follow Secretary of Interior 
standards for historic properties that called for maintaining site features, such as land 
forms, as well as the structure.  She said to put a building of lesser historic relevance on 
the terrace close to the furnace would diminish the character of both resources.  She said 
the architect who was working on the furnace site was also opposed to siting Belluschi 
House there. 
 
The Advocates stressed that saving the Belluschi House and putting it in the park fit the 
City’s sustainability goal and would be a significant educational component showing 
Belluschi’s architecture.  Opponents said it should be sited somewhere else where it 
would not compete with other historic resources.  The Board then discussed whether to 
take a position on the issue.  Ms. McGuire said she believed the park was not the 
appropriate place for the house.  She suggested finding some other City-owned property 
to put the house on – perhaps at the old US Bank site on the lake.  She suggested it 
could be used as a tourist information center.  Ms. Neitzel, who served on the Furnace 
Task Force, reported that she opposed locating Belluschi House in the park because she 
agreed it would not be historically appropriate. 
 
Chair Ross said the advocates believed the park was a preferred location because the 
house needed to be in a central place, where the public could use it; George Rogers Park 
was one of the City’s most used parks,’ and the house would be near the Lakewood 
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Center and the site of events, such as the Festival of Arts.  Ms. McGuire cautioned that 
the park vicinity suffered from safety issues and vandalism. 
 
The new members asked how the HRAB had become involved in the issue of what to 
do in a park.  Ms. Goganian observed that their interest seemed to be ensuring the 
historic resource was not diminished, but she advised that the Board was not required to 
recommend whether or not the house should be in the park.  PRAB was about to decide 
whether to make that recommendation.  Chair Ross and Mr. Mather said they planned to 
attend the next PRAB meeting to answer questions.  They stressed the park plan showed 
there was to be some sort of building on that site that was a similar size as the Belluschi 
House.  Ms. Kuo said the plan likely anticipated a typical, park like style, structure, and 
she suggested putting the Belluschi House in some other location where it could “shine 
on its own.”  The advocates observed there were a variety of styles of features in the 
park already.  They said the community could learn from the architectural design, and 
the community could use the building.  They reported some historians supported their 
proposal.  Ms. Kuo explained that the modern sculpture in the park was part of a 
rotating art exhibit. 
 
Ms. Brosseau, an experienced preservationist, related that it was not uncommon for an 
east-coast community to put an historic structure in a park in order to save it.  For 
example, a Frank Lloyd Wright-designed house had been moved into a park.  Ms. Kuo 
suggested that siting the Belluschi House next to the historic iron furnace was just as 
out of context as siting it next to an old Oregon lighthouse.  She said it was important 
for people to view the iron works’ site topography to understand the iron industry 
operation and know it was more extensive than just the stone stack.  The Advocates said 
the house would be another one of many park structures around the furnace site, 
including the picnic structure that was to be rebuilt.  The members did not reach a 
consensus about the Belluschi House nor did they choose to pursue a recommendation 
at this time. 
 

VI. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business Chair Ross adjourned the meeting at 9:55 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paige Goganian /s/ 
Paige Goganian 
Associate Planner 
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