
 
 

City of Lake Oswego 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
May 14, 2008 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Tia Ross called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of May 14, 2008 
to order at approximately 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Courtroom of City Hall, 380 “A” 
Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present besides Chair Ross were Vice Chair Bruce Pomazal, Tamra Brosseau, 
Melissa Kendall, Tim Mather, Jeannie McGuire and Sarah Neitzel.  John Olsoni (Youth 
Member) was absent. 
 
*Council Liaison, Roger Hennagin attended the meeting.  Staff Liaison was Paige 
Goganian. 
 

II. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 
Ms. McGuire related that she had attended a recent Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Board (PRAB) meeting in which PRAB discussed the draft policy for locating 
structures in parks.  Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB) members recalled they 
had submitted a related recommendation, but no one present knew if the policy had 
been officially adopted. 
 
Ms. Brosseau, Executive Director of the Holy Names Heritage Center, announced the 
Center planned to participate in the Oregon Sesquicentennial Celebration, which was 
being planned by a nonprofit group called “Oregon 150.”  She announced that Oregon 
150 planned to hold an informational meeting the following Wednesday.  She suggested 
the HRAB could participate by proposing an educational program to tell people about 
Lake Oswego’s heritage and that they apply for a related grant from Oregon 150.  She 
announced that Marylhurst was to celebrate their 150th anniversary in 2009.  Councilor 
Hennagin reported the City was just beginning to plan its own anniversary centennial 
celebration in 2010.  Chair Ross suggested the HRAB program could show examples of 
homes from each past era. 
 
Mr. Mather reported that the effort to save the Beluschi House had been described in an 
article in Preservation Magazine and he had since received many calls and emails about 
it.  Chair Ross reported the National Trust for Historic Preservation was currently 
focusing on mid-century structures, which were just old enough to be protected.  She 
noted saving those structures promoted sustainability. 
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III. REGULAR BUSINESS 
 
Preservation Month Recap 
Chair Ross reported that she and several other HRAB members had presented the Merit 
Award and Landmark plaques at a recent City Council meeting.  The Board expressed 
their appreciation for Ms. Goganian’s Preservation Month display in City Hall. 
 
Oregon Heritage Conference 
Ms. McGuire recalled the programs and activities she had attended at the recent Oregon 
Heritage Conference.  She found “living history” re-enactments; the Carnegie Library 
restoration project in Baker City; a presentation of Oregon’s prehistoric past; and 
learning about the stewardship by ranchers of a section of the Oregon Trail in Wasco 
County especially interesting.  Another highlight was a luncheon presentation by an 
author investigating whether heritage sites actually told the historical truth.  Various 
Board members recalled seeing local deeds that contained discriminating clauses based 
on race, religion or immigration status.  They recalled that the Chinese had played an 
important role in Iron Furnace operations, digging the Canal, and charcoal production.  
Board members also noted one conference program had discussed historic cemeteries.  
Ms. McGuire suggested the HRAB plan to learn what programs were to be presented at 
the next conference well in advance so more members could arrange to attend. 
 
Furnace Task Force 
Ms. Neitzel reported that the Furnace Task Force had presented their final report to the 
City Council.  She said the report recounted the history of the furnace; stressed the 
urgent need to protect and stabilize what was left of the structure; and recommended 
some limited restoration activities.  She said the Task Force acknowledged that the fire 
brick lining would never be restored, but they recommended pointing and grouting the 
brickwork, reinforcing the arches, security gates and a low profile roof to keep water 
out.  The estimated cost was $1 million.  She said the group anticipated the project 
would take ten months after the funds were available, but they had agreed the entire list 
of projects could be accomplished in phases.  Ms. Neitzel said they had recommended 
an interpretive feature be placed near the furnace, but had not suggested what that might 
be.  She said the Task Force had recommended the City use an experienced fundraiser, 
but they were aware that a professional fundraiser would be paid a percentage of what 
was raised.  She said the Council planned to consider how to respond to the 
recommendation on June 3rd.  Councilor Hennagin confirmed that the City Council was 
aware of the need to stop the deterioration and make the site safer. 
 
When asked what the HRAB could do, Ms. Neitzel suggested they could express 
support of the Task Force recommendation.  Chair Ross recalled the Mayor had 
suggested it might be less costly to find a volunteer grant writer, instead of contracting 
with a professional fundraiser.  Councilor Hennagin suggested the HRAB might help 
find a grant writer. 
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Furnace and Iron Heritage Trail Projects − Funding and Coordination/ 
Historic Preservation Program Scope/Oswego Centennial Celebration 
Ms. Goganian reported that she and the City Manager, the Community Development 
Director, and the Long Range Planning Manager had discussed the cost of the Workers 
Cottage project, which they observed would compete for staff resources with other 
projects related to City parks and the Furnace project.  They wondered if the Cottage 
project could be addressed in a similar manner as the Trueblood House project, with 
private ownership subject to easements and restrictions.  They wondered if a non-profit 
organization, such as the OHC, would want to acquire the site. 
 
Ms. Goganian observed that the Workers Cottage was part of the City’s iron industry 
heritage and could be one of the projects associated with a cohesive effort called the 
Iron Heritage Trail Project.  She distributed an outline of Programs and Projects and 
Potential Sites and Structures that could be associated with the Iron Heritage Trail 
project in order to stimulate a HRAB “brainstorming” session.  She suggested 
endowments and grants might be sought to leverage City investment of resources in this 
project.  She suggested it might be coordinated by a person experienced and trained in 
preservation and funding preservation projects.  She suggested the entire project could 
be a partnership between the City Library, the Parks and Recreation Department, state 
and local nonprofit preservation groups, neighborhood associations and “friends” 
groups.  Ms. Brosseau suggested there should be a master plan and a coordinator.  Ms. 
Goganian confirmed that if the local heritage project effort required hiring a staff 
coordinator, the City Council would have to approve that.  Ms. Brosseau recalled many 
preservation-related partnerships between city governments and nonprofit groups.  
Councilor Hennagin asked if the Workers Cottage should be moved.  HRAB members 
recalled the first Furnace Task Force and the Parks and Recreation Department had not 
supported that and they advised the cottage would lose its “historic integrity” if it were 
moved.  Ms. Brosseau suggested an “Iron Heritage tour” could be made part of the new 
“Story Tales” heritage tour of Clackamas Country,” which offered a telephone number 
for cell phone users to call from each site to hear the story of that site.  She recalled a 
similar National Park Service/museums consortium partnership offered the “Woman’s 
History Heritage Trail,” along the Erie Canal. 
 
Councilor Hennagin suggested Ms. Goganian identify which projects could be done by 
staff and which could be done by a nonprofit entity.  The Board decided to ask the 
Oswego Heritage Council (OHC) if that organization was interested in helping with the 
project.  *Councilor Hennagin offered to discuss that with the chair of the OHC and left 
the meeting.  Ms. Brosseau offered to research how some cities and counties (which 
could not accept donations) used a related nonprofit organization to do that.  Chair Ross 
suggested the Board ask the Parks and Recreation Department director how she 
coordinated with “friends” groups, and ask the Arts Foundation how they were 
organized and funded.  Board members agreed they needed to present those kinds of 
examples to the City Council as well as a job description for the new staff person, who 
they anticipated might be called the City of Lake Oswego Heritage “Coordinator,” or 
“Director.”  They envisioned a dynamic, entrepreneurial individual who would 
approach the project as if he/she were starting a nonprofit business and who would work 
with many entities.  The person would start with some City-budgeted “seed money” and 
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grow the business enough to generate more funds.  They suggested the City’s 
Centennial Celebration would be an appropriate time for the City Council to create the 
position.  Chair Ross suggested the project might even eventually expand its activities 
and save historic homes by using revolving funds to buy and resell them to owners who 
would preserve them. 
 
The Board suggested the new staff person’s responsibilities should include fundraising 
and grant writing; serving as staff liaison to the HRAB; overseeing the City’s historic 
“bricks and mortar” projects; writing and overseeing contracts with archeologists and 
architects; overseeing all historic interpretation; coordinating with City public relations 
staff; planning heritage-related events; and administering the Certified Local 
Government (CLG) grant program.  Ms. Goganian offered to refine the job description 
and email the draft to members before the next meeting. 
 
Landmarks − Development and Real Estate Activity 
No report. 
 
Projects − Headgate Interpretation/Trueblood House/Workers Cottage 
Chair Ross related that she had scheduled a meeting with the Mayor to find out what 
she thought could be done with the Workers Cottage.  Ms. Goganian anticipated the 
Trueblood House land use permit would be issued soon.  She announced the next 
HRAB house inspection date.  She reported the owners had installed a furnace.  She 
suggested the City’s Centennial Celebration could celebrate the City’s saving Trueblood 
House.  Chair Ross said she would let the Mayor know about the frustrations the owners 
had expressed during the permitting process.  She opined that the City should have 
offered them more help.  There was nothing new to report about the Headgate 
Interpretation project. 
 
Certified Local Government (CLO) Grant 2008-09 
Ms. Goganian announced the City Council had authorized the next CLG grant program 
and the City would receive $10,500 in 2008-09 grant funding.  The next steps would be 
to hire another intern and consultant.  She confirmed the current CLG intern had been 
allowed to live in the Workers Cottage as its caretaker through the summer. 
 
Cultural Resources Inventory/Database 
Vice Chair Pomazal reported that he had found that City Library staff was in the 
process of cataloging photographs of the City and putting them into a database that 
anyone could access and search via the internet.  He clarified that they had a collection 
of historic photographs, but they would accept any photograph, even if it were relatively 
recent.  Board members wondered if Clackamas County kept any historic photographs 
of Lake Oswego.  Vice Chair Pomazal related that Library staff and volunteers had 
agreed to input data provided by HRAB in an internal process that the Board could 
review and edit before it was made available to the public and uploaded to the State 
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO).  Board members asked if HRAB meetings could 
be held at the Library.  They planned to review the format and accuracy of one historic 
house record at their next meeting.  They were generally inclined to allow unconfirmed, 
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“story reports” in the database as long as each was identified as hearsay.  Chair Ross 
reported meeting someone who could recount more of the history of the Worthington 
House.  Members suggested recording her recollection.  Chair Ross suggested the 
HRAB find out how the OHC saved oral history. 
 

IV. OTHER BUSINESS 
 
None. 
 

V. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business Chair Ross adjourned the meeting at approximately 
9:15 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paige Goganian /s/ 
Paige Goganian 
Associate Planner 
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