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City of Lake Oswego 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
July 8, 2009 

 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Jeannie McGuire called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of July 8, 
2009 to order at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Workroom of City Hall, 380 “A” Avenue, 
Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present were Chair Jeannie McGuire, Vice Chair Marylou Colver and Phil 
Burgess, Craig Foster, *Kasey Holwerda, Tim Mather and Joanne Naylor. 
 
Other attendees included Paul Espe, Staff Liaison/Associate Planner and guests Tia 
Ross, *Bruce Pomazal, Jean Stole, and Benol Burns and Eric Brode (potential 595 6th 
Street purchasers). 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
The Minutes of March 11, 2009 and May 13, 2009 were corrected and approved by 
unanimous vote of those members present and eligible to vote. 
 
Review of status of action items reported in minutes: 
 

• Vice Chair Colver might begin submitting regular articles to Hello LO! in 2010. 
 

• The Workers Cottage had been placed on the National Register earlier this 
year.  Chair McGuire was to draft a press release with Mr. Espe’s help.          Mr. 
Espe was to look into getting a plaque. 
 

•            Ms. Ross confirmed that she would draft a recommendation to allow people 
who lived outside the City limits, but inside the Urban Services Boundary, to serve on 
the Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB). 
 

• The HRAB members definitely wanted to select the homes to be surveyed in the next 
Certified Local Government (CLG) Grant cycle.  Every member now had his/her own 
copy of the Cultural Resources Inventory (CRI) and each of them would suggest ten 
properties that would be good candidates for adding to the Landmark Designation 
List (LDL).   

 

•     Mr. Espe had distributed a report that listed properties whose owners had 
indicated they wanted to be on the LDL; properties that were on the National 
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Register of Historic Places, but were not on the City's Landmark Designation List; 
and properties that were not participating in the City’s special assessment program. 
 

• The Board would consider using the next CLG Grant to pay interns to resurvey CRI 
properties in order to correct inaccuracies. 

 

• Mr. Espe created a physical file for each address in the LDL and all of the 
properties being surveyed where copies of permits, messages, etc. could be 
collected.  He created physical CRI address files too. 
 

• Trueblood House owners had been granted the extension they had asked for. 
 

• The owners of the Lake Grove Fire Station wanted to finish remodeling it 
before they proceeded with putting it on the LDL.  Ms. Ross offered to follow up with 
them. 
 

*Bruce Pomazal joined the meeting at 7:20.  Ms. Holwerda left the meeting at 7:20 and 
returned at 7:40. 

 
III. ELECTION OF CHAIR/VICE CHAIR 

 
Mr. Foster nominated Jeannie McGuire to another term as Chair and Marylou Colver to 
another term as Vice Chair of the Historic Resources Advisory Board.  Mr. Burgess 
seconded the nomination and they were re-elected by unanimous vote. 
 

IV. PRESENTATIONS 
 
Historic Preservation and Sustainability 
 
Vice Chair Colver had created a slide presentation titled, “Historic Preservation and 
Sustainability.”  She planned to present it to the Sustainability Advisory Board at their 
August meeting and encourage them to support HRAB goals.  She asked for comments.  
Members saw a need to define “deconstruction.”  Vice Chair Colver said 
“deconstruction” was “reverse construction,” and not just putting the parts on a conveyor 
belt and picking out components to be reused (which she had observed at a site on 
McVey).  Mr. Mather, a remodeling contractor, explained that he always encouraged 
deconstruction, but it cost $25,000 or more, and some people could not afford that.  The 
City of Portland required deconstruction if the project cost over $50,000.  Detailed 
records had to be kept.  He advised that the more onerous the requirements were the 
more people would be inclined to try to accomplish a project without a permit.  He 
thought it might help if the City educated contractors so they understood the value of 
deconstruction.  He suggested verifying information in the presentation regarding the 
number of pounds of sheetrock used in a house and the statement that pre-1920 houses 
were more energy efficient than houses built between 1920 and 2000.  Vice Chair Colver 
agreed to email HRAB members the date and time of her Sustainability Advisory Board 
(SAB) presentation so they could attend the meeting. 
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Cultural Resources Inventory Database 
 
         (in progress) The HRAB wanted to convert the information about the 168 
properties in the Cultural Resources Inventory notebook to electronic format that could 
be uploaded and made part of the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) database.  
They had planned to spend time at meetings auditing and correcting the data before it 
was uploaded.  Once in the SHPO database, the information would be available online 
and electronically searchable.  The initial information to be uploaded was very basic, so 
the Board planned to work on enhancing the record of each house later, by adding 
information and uploading that to the SHPO database too. 
 
Meanwhile, Library volunteers had been working to input the basic CRI information.  Mr. 
Espe reported that they had to overcome challenges related to the first release of the 
data base software SHPO provided.  Bruce Pomazal, a former HRAB member, had 
prepared the data for the librarians by converting scanned images (pdf files) of records 
to text by manually inputting the data, so the library volunteers basically just had to cut 
and paste it into the database.  The project might be taking longer than it needed to 
because they might not understand that.  They might not be using the text documents 
Mr. Pomazal had provided.  Staff also provided a DVD containing the updated database 
to the library.  The Board could not access the data the librarians were working on until 
the librarians were finished and put it on the City server.  Mr. Pomazal estimated that 
one person could input all the records in one or two days.  Mr. Pomazal, Mr. Espe, and 
Vice Chair Colver agreed to arrange to meet with the Library Director and Information 
Technology staff to discuss the matter. 
 
One issue to be addressed was whether the Board really wanted to spend time at each 
meeting to go over property records to correct them.  Some options might be to use CLG 
Grant money to hire a professional to manage the project; or to identify someone who 
wanted to serve on the HRAB who had the time, interest and ability to manage the 
project.  Vice Chair Colver offered to help with the text migration part of it.  Another issue 
was that in order to update and enhance the data, Board members wanted to find the 
copy of the CRI notebook that Ms. Holwerda had used to make notes about CRI 
properties she had visited.  She had sorted records of properties that she found had 
been demolished into a separate section.  She had given it to the previous staff liaison, 
which might not have passed it along to Mr. Espe.  She offered to go through stored 
material at City Hall to look for it. 
 
Iron Industry Heritage Trail 
 
The Board had appointed a subcommittee (Ross, Foster, Naylor and McGuire) to work 
on this project.  Mr. Foster reported they were meeting regularly.  He circulated a 
preliminary list of sites they were considering.  The sites were listed in the order of a 
potential tour.  The subcommittee members had enjoyed visiting them.  They found 
some sites already featured plaques.  Where there was no physical manifestation left, 
they envisioned providing visitors with photographs, engravings and a story about what 
used to be there.  Board members agreed the tour should give visitors a sense of the 
human aspects of life in mid-1800’s Lake Oswego, when there was no pavement; 
charcoal burners were going full blast all day; and steam ships served as transportation.  
Research needed to be done.  Had there been any strikes?  Did the resident workers in 
Chinatown ever display discontent?  What was it like to live in the Workers Cottage?  
Members suggested furnishing the Workers Cottage.  Some individual’s diaries were 
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available to read.  Members noted that the train had not come through the area until the 
second furnace site was built.  Then it had been used to transport pig iron to Portland.  
Vice Chair Colver suggested the list of sites should also include South Town. 
 
Restoring the Workers Cottage would be the single biggest expense.  Ms. Holwerda 
reported that the City of Sherwood had sold an historically significant downtown building 
to a local preservation group, who agreed to restore it.  During tours, volunteers 
demonstrated how people used to live in the house.  She suggested some Lake Oswego 
organization might want to do that with the Workers Cottage. 
 
The subcommittee planned to hold another meeting on July 24th.  They planned to 
further refine the list of sites.  They had invited Susanna Kuo to attend and offer her 
knowledge of the iron industry.  Chair McGuire suggested the Board prepare to present 
a 2010 budget request to the City Council between Halloween and Christmas 2009.  Mr. 
Espe reported he had found four possible funding sources:  the Clackamas County 
Tourism Development Council, the Meyer Memorial Trust, the Kinsman Foundation, and 
the National Trust. 
 

V. PETITIONS/COMMUNICATIONS 
 
The HRAB meeting scheduled for October 14 was changed to October 7th due to 
meeting room availability.  Chair McGuire frequently received grant announcements.  
She asked if any member was interested in writing grant applications.  The Oregon 
Historical Society was to about to put on a grant-writing workshop. 
 

VI. OLD BUSINESS 
 
Farmers Market Signups 
 
Mr. Espe announced that the signup sheet was full and he would email the schedule to 
the members. 
 
Continuing Discussion Regarding Grants (CLG Update) 
 
Mr. Espe advised that the most recent CLG Grant was to be used to pay for 
accomplishing an iron industry trail context statement and to survey ten more iron 
industry/pioneer–related properties.  He planned to hire an intern to work on that.  He 
had arranged for consultant Liz Carter and intern, Adrienne Donovan-Boyd, to continue 
working.   Ms. Donovan-Boyd would survey ten more mid-century houses and finish the 
mid-century context statement. 
 
University of Oregon Field Preservation School 
 

Mr. Espe said he would find out if the University of Oregon Preservation School 
would consider rebuilding the Workers Cottage. 
 
Centennial Update (Kasey Holwerda and Marylou Colver) 
 
Ms. Holwerda reported that she understood that the Centennial Planning Committee was 
supposed to begin meeting in the next few weeks, but she had not been contacted about 
a meeting date yet.  Vice Chair Colver announced that she, Corinna Campbell, and Erin 
O’Rourke Meadors had signed a contract with the City to create a 20-panel display that 
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could be located at the West End Building during the Centennial kickoff party.  After that, 
it might be moved around the City.  She had emailed the chairs of all neighborhood 
associations to ask them to submit old photographs. 
 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 
 
Trueblood House Inspection Report 
 
Mr. Espe and Mr. Mather reported they had found that Trueblood House owners were 
doing a good job of maintaining the integrity of the house.  For example, they were 
rebuilding the windows and keeping as much of the original material as they could.  They 
were taking longer to complete the project than everyone originally anticipated, but the 
City had given them an extension.  Members noted that when they corrected the CRI 
record of the house they needed to report that Sam Trueblood had clarified that it had 
been a wedding present house, and was never a carriage house. 
 
Future Properties for Next Year’s Intensive Level Survey 
 
Mr. Espe provided members with a list of properties which identified some that were 
listed on the National Register, but not on the LDL.  Four owners had contacted him to 
tell him they wanted their properties placed on the LDL.  He asked members to look at 
the list and tell him if they knew of other owners who wanted to do that. 
 
Future Properties to be Included in the City’s Landmark Designation List (LDL) 
 
Vice Chair Colver reported that Marie Lou Watkins, the owner of a 1920s bungalow at 43 
Ladd Street, had told her she wanted to place her house on the LDL.  She said Peter 
and Patsy Sweet, owners of Sacred Heart Church, told her they would consider putting 
their property back on the LDL after they decided whether they wanted to put a sunroom 
on the back of the house.  A real estate agent removed it from the LDL before they 
purchased it. 
 
National Register Properties within the City that Do Not Appear on the LDL 
 
Mr. Espe’s report listed the addresses of the four National Register properties that were 
not on the LDL, but were on the National Register.  He reported finding that they had 
been taken off the Special Assessment tax rolls between 2005 and 2007.   
 

He planned to look into a rumor that SHPO was changing or discontinuing the 
program.  Chair McGuire said she and Ms. Holwerda would find out if those properties 
were still on the National Register. 
 
Old Headgate Site (Interpretive Plaque) 
 
The old Headgate had been put on display at River Run Park, but an interpretive plaque 
or sign was never installed.  Chair McGuire reported that Vice Chair Colver had offered 
to work on that.  Mr. Espe confirmed that even though there had once been project 
money left over to pay for the sign, the City had a new budget and funding would have to 
be found to pay for it.  The Special Projects Manager had told him a simple post to 
mount it would cost $300; mounting on a rock would cost about $600 to $800; and a 
bronze plaque would cost about $1,200.  It needed to be vandal-proof because it would 
be in a relatively remote location.  Ms. Naylor cautioned the Board against spending too 
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much money on an interpretive sign in such an underused, remote park.  She observed 
that access was through a neighborhood and the park was mostly frequented by people 
who came through it on walks, or while walking their dogs.  Others anticipated that 
people who wandered down there would likely not know what it was without something 
there to explain the function the Headgate had served.  It could even tell the story of the 
Canal, too.  Members agreed to continue this discussion at the next meeting. 
 

VIII. UPDATES 
 
Landmark Designation and Real Estate Activity 
 
Mr. Espe reported that the owners of the Platts Marion House, 595 6th Street, had 
submitted a preliminary preservation plan and picked up the signs they were required to 
post on the site.  The preservation plan had to be advertised in three different 
publications for a period of 120 days before an application to move or demolish the 
property was submitted.  He offered to keep the Board updated. 
 
The Board members then continued their examination and discussion of the CRI 
database as Mr. Pomazal showed them examples of records on his laptop computer.  
He pointed out the initial, basic data was very skimpy.  Once the basic data was in the 
database, it could be enhanced with more information, such as alterations and permits.  
The Board discussed whether to go over a couple of records at each meeting; spend 
every other meeting looking at records; schedule special meetings at the library to 
review records; or use CLG funds to hire an intern to do that.  The consensus seemed to 
be not to spend so much meeting time on that effort.  Mr. Mather offered to enter all the 
information he had on the Belluschi House himself, but Mr. Pomazal said the librarians 
would not allow that until they were finished with their data entry part of the project.  After 
the initial database was completely input into electronic format, the Board could just print 
out the records of a couple of houses they wanted to discuss at their next meeting, 
distribute them to members to mark up before the meeting; review them at the meeting; 
then upload what they had approved to SHPO. 
 

IX. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, Chair McGuire adjourned the meeting at 9:07 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paul Espe 
Associate Planner 
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