
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
City of Lake Oswego 

Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 
 

November 4, 2009 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 

 
Chair Jeannie McGuire called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of 
November 4, 2009 to order at 7:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of City Hall, 
380 “A” Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 
Members present:  Chair Jeannie McGuire, Vice Chair Marylou Colver, Kasey 
Holwerda (arrived at 7:30 p.m.); and Joanne Naylor.  Craig Foster was excused.  
Tim Mather, Phil Burgess and Whitney Tolar (Youth Member) were absent.  Staff 
present:  Paul Espe, Staff Liaison/Associate Planner 
 

II. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Votes on the Minutes of September 9, and October 7, 2009 were postponed for 
lack of a quorum.   
 

III. PETITIONS / COMMUNICATIONS 
 
The Board wanted to have a process in place that would ensure that information 
compiled by Certified Local Government (CLG) interns was reviewed and corrected 
before it was submitted to the City Council or SHPO.  They also wanted to know 
how to correct errors in the 1989 Cultural Resources Inventory (CRI).  The Mid-
Century Context Statement work project was to span two grant cycles.  The Board 
had received a copy of the first year’s draft.  While it was submitted to SHPO for 
preliminary review, SHPO understands that they will be receiving a supplemental 
draft containing additional sections for final review.  A CLG grant work product that 
had been submitted by a previous CLG intern needed to be corrected.  The 
Community Development Code addressed how to amend the adopted CRI.  Espe 
would discuss that process with the City Attorney.  He said when someone submits 
corrections to the ILS for any given property.  This will be added to SHPO’s existing 
database in a separate field and will be identified as corrected information.  The 
Board decided to ask Susanna Kuo if she would help them review documents. 
Colver and McGuire would help.   *Holwerda joined the meeting during the above 
discussion.   
 
The Oregon Heritage Conference would not be held next year.  Board members 
would watch for announcements of other educational seminars. Our Lady of the 
Lake Parish was about to replace their school building.  HRAB would like to see 
some level of documentation of the structure.   Naylor was to find out if a significant 
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architect had designed it and what research had already been done and report 
back.  The local newspaper had published an article about the Landmark 
Designation Listing.     
 

IV. NEW BUSINESS 
 
City Council goals meeting discussion 
 
In the Council meeting of October 26th, the HRAB presented their goals and gave 
the Councilors a related handout and a power point presentation.  Several other 
boards and commissions had presented to the Council the same night.  The 
Council gave the Sustainability Advisory Board (SAB) the most time to present and 
the SAB had asked for a lot in terms of staffing resources and budget.  Espe 
related the city is trending toward sustainability and Councilors were interested in 
learning more about sustainability and had arranged sustainability-training 
sessions.  HRAB members recalled what they had discussed during their brief time 
in front of the Council.  They wondered if they should have stressed the 
relationship between the Worker’s Cottage and the Oswego Iron Heritage Trail.  
None of the City Councilors brought up the issue of whether to move the Worker’s 
Cottage at that meeting.  The HRAB presentation may have included too much 
historic information.  Perhaps it should have focused on promoting a few specific 
work projects the HRAB wanted to accomplish.  They could have included more 
discussion on funding the Oswego Iron Heritage Trail interpretive signs.  .   
 
The Council planned to set City goals in January 2010.  HRAB was able to refer to 
the handout provided by staff.  The Board discussed key strategies for promoting 
historic preservation in an environment of competing interests.  They expressed a 
desire to have Council appoint a new liaison to the HRAB.  They wanted to develop 
strategies for promoting HRAB’s goals.  

 They discussed sending a “reminder” letter to the Council just before the 
January goal setting session and inviting Councilors to tour iron heritage sites with 
them.  Colver reported she had been asked to give her “Preservation Equals 
Sustainability” presentation to the Council, but the date for this presentation has not 
been scheduled.     
 

A high priority for HRAB is the restoration of the Worker’s Cottage.  
Unfortunately, there is no available funding for this project. The Council is already 
using hotel/motel tax to restore the furnace and they are reluctant to fund the 
Cottage project until the furnace project was completed.  However, there is some 
interest at the council level to fund the trail project.  The stabilization and 
rehabilitation of the Worker’s cottage is a high priority for the city and HRAB.  
However, the City is also considering other options, these might include; moving 
the cottage to another location, selling the lot and using the proceeds for 
restoration, allowing a nonprofit foundation to own and restore the property; or to 
form a foundation or an endowment and raise the money to rehabilitate the site.  
Holwerda suggested another option is to form a Committee to develop strategies 
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for restoring the Worker’s Cottage.  HRAB did not want the Council to make any 
decisions on the Worker’s Cottage without asking HRAB for input.  One possibility 
would be to divide the Worker’s Cottage into phases and pursue individual grants 
to pay for each phase.   

 
They requested staff to explore options for funding the restoration work.  Then they 
anticipated they would form a Committee to work on the project.  They would move 
ahead assuming the Cottage would be restored on site.  
 

V. OLD BUSINESS 
 
Grant opportunities: Grant writing workshop 
 
Phil Burgess was not present to give this report.   
 
Update: Centennial Celebration 
 
Kathy Kern had assured McGuire that the City was aware that HRAB was 
interested in participating in the Centennial Celebration.  Holwerda was going to 
contact Kern the following day and let her know that she was the HRAB contact 
person for this project.  HRAB wanted to host an event connected with the restored 
Iron Furnace, but they could not propose a date for it yet because they did not yet 
know when the project would be done.   
 

Espe offered to reconfirm that the City Hall display case was reserved for the 
HRAB during May 2010 (National Preservation Month).  Even through the HRAB 
had been using that space every May for years, last year the HRAB had been 
surprised to find it had been given to the SAB.  Colver announced that the 
neighborhood history exhibit she was working on would be displayed at Wizers 
during May.  She was going to write quarterly articles for Hello L.O. but the 
schedule did not call for one in the May issue.  The board would make the annual 
presentations of the Merit Award and Landmark Plaques at a May City Council 
meeting.  Holwerda reported she had contacted three property owners who told her 
they did not want plaques.  The Fire Station owners asked her to check back next 
year; another owner was worried about financial ramifications; and the other 
property owners said they did not want anyone else to control what they did with 
their house.   
 
Future properties for next year’s intensive level survey 
 
Espe circulated a list of properties in Old Town and South Town.  Kuo had 
suggested some of them.  Espe explained those areas had a relationship to the 
iron industry.  The newest CLG intern, Patience Churchword, was to survey ten of 
them as a CLG grant project.  Holwerda and McGuire were to check out the 
properties on list, suggest others, and then meet with Espe to refine the list.   
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Future properties to be included in the City’s Landmark Designation List 
 
See previous discussion.   
 
Properties to receive plaques 
 
A letter would be sent to owners of properties without plaques on the LDL letting 
them know about the plaque program.   
 
Old Headgate Site Interpretive Plaque 
 
The Board had previously decided to leave this item on future agendas so they 
could work on it when they had the opportunity and budget to enlist the help of a 
volunteer or contactor knowledgeable about local history.  This might qualify as a 
grant-funded project.   
 
Iron industry artifact storage 
 

Espe reported the staff was thinking about buying a storage container and 
placing it on some City-owned site near Luscher Farm.  He would continue to 
inquire about it.  This item would be on the next HRAB agenda.   
 

VI. UPDATES 
 
Pietro Belluschi House 
 
No report 
 
Trueblood House 
 
Neighbors living near Trueblood House had communicated that they was tired of 
having to look at the unfinished house.  McGuire had responded by email and Espe 
had offered to call the owners to discuss the neighbors’ concern, but by that time 
their representative told him she thought the project was moving along.  Espe 
reported the owners had to complete the project by May 2010.  He reported they 
had rebuilt all the windows.  He drove by regularly to see if work was being done.   
 
Landmarks: Development and real estate activity 
 
Tia Ross (guest) reported that there was no longer a rental sign on the Worthington 
House.  The Board had a brief discussion of the process for demolishing a 
structure on the city’s landmark list.  Espe advised the owner of an LDL property 
had 120 days to advertise the house for sale before they could submit an 
application to demolish it.  The code required a public hearing to remove a property 
from the LDL or to demolish it.   
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A potential buyer of the [Bickner] Building had inquired about whether he would be 
allowed to re-side it and install skylights.  The building was on the LDL because of 
a previous occupant, and the building itself already had a variety of kinds of siding 
on it and was not that attractive.  It might be advantageous to both the buyer and 
HRAB to get together early on, even before the preapplication conference stage, to 
talk about what to do to it.  Since it was a commercial building, an application would 
be heard by the DRC, but the HRAB could offer input.   
 

VII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled on December 9, 2009.  There being no further 
business, Chair McGuire adjourned the meeting at 9:04 p.m. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paul Espe 
Associate Planner 
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