
  
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
January 12, 2011 

 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 
 
Chair McGuire called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of January 12, 2011, to 
order at 7:00 p.m. in Municipal Courtroom of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon.   
 
Members present: Chair Jeannie McGuire, Craig Foster, Kasey Holwerda, Tim 

Mather, Joanne Naylor and Madeline Brewster (Youth Member) 
Members absent: None 
Council Liaison:  Mary Olson (joined the meeting for a few minutes at 7:15 p.m.) 
Guests: Don Ross and Lisa Leahy 
Staff present: Paul Espe, Staff Liaison/Associate Planner;  
 
2. MINUTES  

2.1 December 8, 2010  

The draft was corrected and then Ms. Holwerda moved to approve the Minutes of December 8, 
2010.  Mr. Mather seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous vote.   
 
3. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

3.1 The Transformation of Lake Oswego from an Iron Plantation into a Residential 
Playground. 

Susanna Kuo and Marylou Colver were scheduled to make this presentation at the Architectural 
Heritage Center on Saturday, March 5, 2011. 
 

3.2 2011 Oregon Heritage Conference:  A Blockbuster Community!  Heritage, 
Authenticity and Vision 

The Conference was scheduled April 7-9, 2011 in Astoria.  CLG grant funds were available to pay 
for those HRAB members who wanted to attend.   
 

3.3 Other Announcements 

Oswego Pioneer Cemetery will use a county tourism grant to produce an interpretive sign that 
would link the Cemetery to the Iron Heritage Trail.  Research showed that 80 iron company 
employees were buried there.  The Society for Industrial Archeology annual conference was in 
Seattle June 2-5, 2011.   The Parks and Recreation Department was holding a master planning 
meeting to discuss uses at Luscher Farm on January 22.  *Councilor Mary Olson joined the 
meeting for a few minutes at 7:15 p.m.      
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4. NEW BUSINESS 
4.1 Goal Setting: Review of revised draft goals for 2010-2011 fiscal year 

*Craig Foster joined the meeting at 7:32 p.m.  Mr. Espe presented the revised Goal Setting draft 
for the Board to examine. The Board added a goal to accomplish a Reconnaissance Level Survey 
of ten properties, including the Sundeleaf designed properties on State Street.  They wanted to 
ensure the State Street properties were surveyed soon because of the potential streetcar 
project.  During the discussion of the Oswego Iron Heritage Trail project Ms. Holwerda related 
that Susanna Kuo had clarified that sign design work that had to be completed by June 30, 2011 
- not the entire sign project.  After they were designed, the signs would have to be 
manufactured and installed.  Mr. Espe cautioned that the fiscal year ended on June 30.  After 
that date if more money was necessary to make and install the signs a new budget request 
would have to be proposed in the next budget process. He recommended that Ms. Kuo and Ms. 
Campbell-Sac discuss coordination of the project with the Parks Director.  Chair McGuireasked 
him to arrange that.   
 

4.2 Administrative Policy: Review of revised policy related to preapplication conferences 

*Ms. Naylor joined the meeting at 7:43 p.m. as the Board was examining the January 12, 2011 
staff memorandum regarding the policy.  Mr. Espe confirmed that the City Attorney’s office had 
reviewed it. He advised that no HRAB formal vote was necessary because the policy clarified 
adopted code that was poorly understood.  When he confirmed that the HRAB would have 
standing to appeal a DRC decision, Chair McGuire and Ms. Holwerda each indicated they could 
agree to the policy.  The group then discussed ways to ensure that potential purchasers 
understood that a property was a designated Landmark.  Mr. Foster advised the state-
mandated disclosure form focused on tax benefits, not preservation.  Ms. Holwerda saw a need 
to train real estate agents to look at the Landmark Designation Listing (LDL) whenever they 
listed a property.  Mr. Foster suggested the City send out an annual letter to advise Landmark 
property owners.  Ms. Holwerda volunteered to revise the letter that had been sent out in past 
years. The possibility of having a preservation easement to be recorded with the newly 
designated properties was discussed When asked, Mr. Espe advised that it would be a challenge 
to make all the owners of properties already on the LDL to sign a title instrument. But the City 
could start making recording of Landmark status a part of the designation process when a 
property was added to the LDL.  He suggested the letter be mailed out by May. Tim Mather 
recommended sending the letters via certified mail.   
 

4.3 Demolition by neglect, deconstruction and other possible code changes 

Chair McGuire circulated an article that reported that Oregon City and Salem had adopted 
preservation ordinance provisions specifically aimed at preventing demolition by neglect.  Mr. 
Espe recalled that they used the “carrot and stick” approach.  They helped owners of neglected 
properties sell them or if they wanted to keep the house they explored options for 
rehabilitation and they helped owners restore their properties. He agreed to the ordinance 
language for the Board members to review. He related that the Planning and Building 
Department Director had asked him to provide her with an estimate of what it would cost to 
implement a similar code provision in Lake Oswego. The Board considered what LDL properties 
in Lake Oswego might be affected by such an ordinance. Ms. Holwerda observed that most LDL 
properties in Lake Oswego were well maintained and there might only be a few others on the 
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edge of neglect. The Marion Platts house on 595 6th Street had been the best example of 
demolition by neglect. HRAB planned to continue this discussion at the next meeting. 
 

4.4 Future properties for next year’s intensive level survey 

See the previous discussion under 4.1 Goal Setting.   
 

4.5 Reconnaissance level Surveys (RLS)  

Mr. Espe proposed to apply for CLG grant funding to accomplish 60 to 100 surveys. He had 
already discussed that with SHPO and they had agreed that this was a good project. The funds 
would be available in March.  The Board talked about how to identify properties to survey.  
They talked about using a map to identify un-surveyed older properties specific neighborhoods.  
Ms. Holwerda and Chair McGuire related that the CRI had missed some properties in Lake 
Grove, some on North Shore, and a few in Old Town.  The group also talked about surveying 
property by category (such as all Sundeleaf designed properties or Mid-Century Modern style 
properties).  Mr. Espe was to provide a map and a copy of the survey form at the next meeting.   
 
5. OLD BUSINESS 

5.1 Survey revisions and database update 

The Board planned to update and correct the historic database and submit the revised 
information to SHPO.  The original database and related surveys had been compiled in 1989.  
Ms. Holwerda asked the Board to examine and correct the record of her house.  A 2010 re-
survey found that some of the 1989 data was wrong, including the name of the original 
architect.  The HRAB agreed that Ms. Holwerda was to correct the record in the database and 
add citations and additional information.  They planned to examine the revised record at their 
next meeting.  They asked Mr. Espe to select and email survey information related to another 
property on the LDL so they could examine it next.  Mr. Espe confirmed that the Board was 
obligated to notify the owner of a property if they planned to consider changing the inventory 
records that related to it.   
 

5.2 New properties for LDL from the recent Intensive Level Surveys 

Chair McGuire and Kasey Holwerda were to present their suggested list at the next meeting.   
 

5.3 Workers’ Cottage update 

Mr. Espe reported the Parks and Recreation Department director had not yet responded to his 
November 30 memorandum regarding Cottage maintenance.  But Assistant City Manager David 
Donaldson had talked to him regarding options of moving it or selling it.  Mr. Espe had advised 
him that the HRAB did not support moving it.  When Mr. Espe asked, the Board generally 
indicated that if the City would not take care of the Cottage, it would entertain the idea of 
selling it, as long as the Cottage was sold with a conservation easement on it and the HRAB was 
involved in the process.  Mr. Espe asked them to also consider whether they would support 
adaptive reuse: Would they allow the code to be changed so the property could be sold and 
used as an office?  He advised the City was unlikely to support maintaining it as a City-owned 
museum.  The Board decided to continue to discuss the matter at the next meeting.   
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5.4 Foothills DEIS (additional focused comments) 

Mr. Espe distributed Section 3.2 of the Foothills District Framework Plan.  He asked Board 
members to each read it and send him any comments regarding the accuracy of the history it 
contained.     
 

5.5 Headgate interpretive material 

Mr. Mather and Chair McGuireplanned to work on this project.   
 

5.6 Update: Comprehensive Plan update Citizens’ Advisory Committee 

Mr. Mather reported that the Comprehensive Plan Update CAC had met January 6 to talk about 
what they wanted neighborhoods to be like in the future.  60-70 persons had attended the 
meeting.  The CAC had discussed what would make the Boones Ferry Road corridor and the 
McVey/South Shore area “walkable” neighborhood hubs.  Chair McGuireand Ms. Holwerda 
observed that pedestrian bridges and tunnels over and under streets and covered walkways 
would help.  Mr. Mather also reported that he was to participate in Natural Step Training and 
would report back about that, too.     
 
6. UPDATES 

6.1 Trueblood House 

Mr. Mather had forwarded a communication from Earl Levin, a lighting engineer who lives near 
the property, to Mr. Espe. He recommended a type of lighting that would shine downward and 
not be so bright it impacted neighbors.   When asked, Espe clarified the exterior improvements 
were supposed to be finished by July. Tim Mather recently visited the property owners and 
they agreed to relamp their existing fixtures reducing light trespass.  
 

6.2 Landmarks: Development and Real Estate Activity 

See above discussions.   
 

7. ADJOURNMENT 

There being no further business Chair McGuire adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:00 
p.m.   

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Paul Espe 
Associate Planner  
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