
  
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
February 9, 2011 

 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 
 
Chair McGuire called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of February 9, 2011, to 
order at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Court Room of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, 
Oregon   
 
Members present: Chair Jeannie McGuire, Craig Foster, Kasey Holwerda,  

Tim Mather, Joanne Naylor and Madeline-Brewster (Youth 
Member) 

Members absent: None 
Council Liaison:  Mary Olson 
Guests: Don Ross 
Staff present: Paul Espe, Staff Liaison/Associate Planner 
 
2. MINUTES  

2.1 December 12, 2010 (Not available for review) 
 
3. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

3.1 Peggy Sigler: First “on the ground” field representative in Oregon for the 
National Trust.   

 
The Board asked staff to contact Ms. Sigler to ask her to speak at a future HRAB meeting.   
 

3.2 Michelle Obama designates West Linn as a Preserve America Community (news 
article).   

 
The Board wanted to know more about the designation process.  Ms. Holwerda volunteered to 
ask someone from West Linn to come to an HRAB meeting to talk about it.     
 

3.3 Indow Windows (news article).   
 
The company made replacement wooden windows.  Staff suggested asking them to hold a 
workshop.  The HRAB planned to discuss this further at the next meeting.    
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3.4 Farmers’ Market Dates for 2011: June 25, July 30, August 27 and September 17. 
 
Mr. Espe had requested space on those dates, but the Parks and Recreation Department had 
not confirmed yet.  The Board discussed how to improve the HRAB booth and what to offer.  
They planned to sell Landmark Maps. They talked about how to laminate, package and display 
them. They wanted permission to reduce the price of the Christmas ornament. Chair McGuire 
suggested a project to compile a three ring binder containing photographs of LDL properties for 
booth visitors to look at. The HRAB planned to talk about booth improvements in more detail at 
their May meeting.  Board members were asked to indicate which dates they could staff the 
booth. 

 
3.5 2011 Oregon Heritage Conference: A Blockbuster Community! Heritage 

Authenticity and Vision, April 7-9, 2011.   
 
The City had budgeted $1,200 to pay for HRAB members to attend the conference.  Board 
members who wanted to attend need to coordinate with Staff.  

 
3.6 LOIS project – Native American Artifacts.   

 
Ms. Holwerda and Chair McGuire read about the discovery of the Native American Artifacts in 
the newspaper and inquired as to why no one had informed the Board.  They reported the LOIS 
representative apologized, explained project staff was not aware that the HRAB should be 
involved; and promised to let the HRAB know about any future discoveries.  The Grand Ronde 
Tribe was notified immediately and had agreed that the artifacts could be sent to Salem.   

 
3.7 Proposed Mural on a Landmark.   

 
Mr. Espe distributed Planner Leslie Hamilton’s memorandum regarding a request to put a mural 
on the side of a Landmark building. The staff wanted to know if the HRAB would categorize the 
project as a major alteration.  If it were a minor alteration the staff would decide the 
application.  The Board did not have any information about what the mural would be about or 
what size it would be.  Ms. Holwerda recalled that many old buildings had advertisements 
painted on the side.  But she agreed the HRAB should be involved if the mural would 
completely change the appearance of the Landmark.  Chair McGuire and Mr. Foster agreed the 
HRAB should review the design.  He cautioned that painting a mural on the building could 
degrade the physical condition of the siding.  Mr. Espe anticipated the mural would be painted 
on panels that would be attached to the building.  Ms. Holwerda interpreted the provision in 
LOC 58.002 regarding painting and related preparation.  She believed it referred to the basic 
paint color of a building – not to a mural.  Chair McGuire encouraged the members to read Ms. 
Hamilton’s memorandum and Chapter 58 and send Mr. Espe their comments.   
 

3.8 Brant Williams’ request to speak to the HRAB.    
 
The Board agreed to the request and he will be speaking at the meeting of March 9. The Board 
noted they already submitted written comments during the Draft Environmental Impact 
Statement public comment period regarding protection of Sundeleaf designed buildings along 
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the potential Streetcar route. Councilor Olson advised that if the project went forward, the 
comments would be considered in the final Environmental Impact Statement.  She encouraged 
the Board to also submit comments for the City Council to consider at the Council hearing.  Mr. 
Mather reported that a convenience store would be the new tenant in the former Hollywood 
Video location.  The Board talked about contacting the building owner to encourage him to 
restore the building to its original architectural design. Ms. Holwerda volunteered to find the 
original drawings and old photographs to give him.  The HRAB planned to compose the letter at 
their next meeting.   
 
4. OLD BUSINESS 

4.1 Goal Setting: Review of revised draft goals for 2010-2011 fiscal year   
 
The Board examined the updated draft.  The HRAB’s highest priority goal was to start 
rehabilitation work on the Workers’ Cottage.  The total cost of stabilization was estimated to be 
$69,500.  Kinsman Foundation had already awarded the City $15,000 for the project and 
indicated it would give the City another $15,000 if it applied again this year.  Councilor Olson 
reported the City Council had talked about the Workers’ Cottage when they set goals and 
examined board requests the previous evening.  There had been no resolution.  Some 
Councilors wanted more information about it.  The Mayor and the City Manager had discussed 
moving the Cottage.  Councilor Olson suggested the HRAB arrange to brief the Council and 
lobby for the project during Preservation Month.  She advised the City would start the next 
budget process in April or May.  The Board discussed how to proceed.  Suggestions included 
recording a conservation easement in case the Council decided to sell the Cottage; selling it at a 
discounted price and requiring the purchaser to fix it, maintain it, and agree to open it to tours; 
and asking the City to sell it to the HRAB for a dollar to use for an office.  Chair McGuire 
stressed that the property was on the National Register and it should be preserved in place - 
not left to deteriorate.  Mr. Mather Councilor Olson and Jeannie McGuire volunteered to meet 
with the City Manager to talk about it.  Mr. Espe was to arrange for the meeting.  The group 
hoped the meeting would lead to a plan and a budget proposal.     
 

4.2 Demolition by neglect, deconstruction and other possible code changes.   
 
Mr. Espe distributed copies of Oregon City’s policy.  He related that Oregon City worked with 
owners to help them fix or sell their historic structures.  Implementing that kind of policy 
required more staffing resources, but Oregon City had a lot of historic properties and put a high 
priority on preservation.  He planned to submit an estimate of what it would cost to implement 
such a policy in Lake Oswego to the Planning Director and talk to the code audit staff about 
inserting it into the Community Development Code.  The Board planned to continue the 
discussion at its next meeting.  Chair McGuire asked Mr. Espe to also provide copies of Salem’s 
policy so the Board could compare them.   
 

4.3 Update: Clara Weinstein House (16847 Greenbriar Road).   
 
The house was on the market. The Board wanted to be sure the owner and listing agent knew it 
was on the National Register and it was a designated City Landmark and would divulge that 
information to potential buyers. Mr. Foster recommended the HRAB notify them by mailing a 
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letter to the owners and a copy to the real estate broker.  Chair McGuire and Ms. Holwerda 
volunteered to do that. 
 

4.4 Future properties for next year’s intensive level survey 
 
When Mr. Espe asked the Board members to suggest properties for the survey, they suggested 
surveying all Sundeleaf-designed houses in the City. Mr. Espe stated he would begin compiling 
the list.   
 

4.5 New properties for LDL from the recent intensive level survey / Reconnaissance 
Level Surveys (RLS) 

 
Ms. Holwerda and Chair McGuire were still working on the list of new properties.  Mr. Espe 
advised that a reconnaissance level survey project of older properties in Lake Grove was a good 
project for a CLG intern.   
 

4.6 Foothills District Framework Plan and DEIS 
 
Mr. Espe had sent the Board members information about the Plan and DEIS to read.  
 

4.7 National Register plaques for Workers’ Cottage and Iron Furnace / Museum 
signs for State Street and McVey 

 
Mr. Espe reported the staff would propose to budget for two brown and white signs on 
Highway 43 and one on McVey. These have been included in the CLG grant budget and will be 
installed later this year. The City would purchase, install and maintain them. Chair McGuire 
anticipated the HRAB would design them.   
 

4.8 Survey revisions and database update 
 
This discussion was postponed for lack of sufficient time to discuss it.     
 

4.9 Merit Awards 
 
The HRAB was to present the Merit Award and Landmark plaques at the May 17 City Council 
meeting.  Mr. Espe would present the context statements at that meeting.   
 
Mr. Mather nominated a merit award recipient for Historic Preservation Award. Ms. Holwerda 
seconded the nomination and it passed by unanimous vote.   
 

4.10 Notification of LDL properties without plaques 
 
The Board directed the staff to send a letter inviting the owners of all Landmark properties 
without plaques to apply for one.   
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4.11 Workers’ Cottage update 
 
See the discussion under 4.1 Goal setting.   
 

4.12 Headgate interpretive material 
 
Chair McGuire reported that she and Mr. Mather were still working on this project.   
 
5. UPDATES 

5.1 Landmarks: Development and real estate activity 
 
Mr. Espe reported that a homeowner Gaylen  Sher-Jan started the National Register 
nomination process for her property. She submitted a Preliminary Evaluation Form to SHPO and 
is waiting for their tentative approval to move forward with the nomination process. Regarding 
1097 Chandler Road, he anticipated the owners of this Landmark property would submit an 
application for a permit for major alteration in the near future and it would be heard by the 
DRC. They are also submitting an application to remove the property from the City’s Landmark 
Designation List. One of the issues to be decided was whether the owners had to replace the 
windows with wooden windows. Chair McGuire encouraged HRAB members to attend the 
hearing. She asked the staff to notify the Board when the hearing date was set.  See also 4.2 
and 4.3 for landmark activity. 
 

5.2 Other Business/Information 
 
Councilor Olson related that Marylhurst University wanted to become more connected to the 
City.  She asked if an HRAB member would join her when she met with the university’s events 
director to talk about it.  She also reported that the Council had agreed to become involved in 
the effort to create the Willamette Falls Heritage Area.     
 
6. ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business Chair McGuire adjourned the meeting at 9:03 p.m.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paul Espe 
Associate Planner  
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