
  
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
April 13, 2011 

 

 
Members present: Chair Jeannie McGuire, Craig Foster, Lisa Leahy, Tim Mather, 

Holly Rodway and Donald Ross 
Members excused/absent: Excused: Vice Chair Kasey Holwerda (E), Tim Mather (E), 

Madeline Brewster (A), Lisa Leahy (A) 
Council Liaison:  Mary Olson 
Guests: Jude Graham, Director, Oswego Heritage Council; Marcie 

McAuliffe; Erin O’Rourke Meadors; Susanna Kuo; and Rick Cook.   
Staff present: Paul Espe, Staff Liaison/Associate Planner; and Evan Boone, 

Deputy City Attorney 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 
 
Chair McGuire called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of April 13, 2011, to order 
at 7:00 p.m. in Municipal Courtroom of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon.   
 

1.1 Training on Public Hearing Procedure 
 
Deputy City Attorney Evan Boone prepared the Board members for an upcoming hearing by 
presenting quasi-judicial hearing procedure.  He also discussed public meetings law.   
 
2. MINUTES  

2.1 March 9, 2011 
 
The Minutes of March 9, 2011 were corrected and approved by unanimous vote.    
 
3. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

3.1 Preserve America Update   
 

Discussion was postponed until Tia Ross was present. 
 

3.2 Farmer’s Market Dates for 2011: June 25, July 30, August 20, September 17 
 

Mr. Espe circulated the booth staffing sign-up sheet.   
 

3.3 2011 Oregon Heritage Conference: Holly Rodway and Lisa Leahy  
 
Ms. Rodway thanked the City for sending her and Ms. Leahy to the conference, which was held 
in Astoria, Oregon.   She had an opportunity to network, tour Astoria, and collect a lot of 
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information.  She hoped to have the information ready to present from a resources booth 
during the upcoming historic homes tour.   Ms. O’Rourke Meadors reported that she and 
Marylou Colver had also attended the conference.  The City of Astoria valued its industrial past 
and historic worker’s housing.  It used a number of methods to fund preservation.  She asked if 
anyone from HRAB would be testifying that the upcoming DRC hearing regarding a Chandler 
Road application. Mr. Espe stated that he did not receive any information from the 
Development Review Division and that he would provide the necessary information as soon as 
possible.      
 

3.4 Luscher Farm master planning process 
 
Rick Cooke explained his concern that the Luscher Farm Master Plan would focus on sports 
facilities rather than preserving the heritage resources and historic landscape in the area.  He 
wanted to know if the HRAB had any ideas how to incorporate preservation plan for the farm.  
He had not yet discussed his concern with the Parks and Recreation director.  Chair McGuire 
told him HRAB was willing to help.  Mr. Espe asked him to put together a list of resources he 
wanted to see protected.  Councilor Olson encouraged people to attend the Luscher Farm 
master planning open house on April 21.  She advised that Metro was about to designate the 
Stafford area as Urban Reserves.   
 

3.5 Proposed Willamette Falls Heritage Area 
 
Councilor Olson related that she was going to meet with representatives of the advocate’s 
coalition the following Wednesday and would report back.  The group was crafting by-laws; 
forming a non-profit organization; and about to do a feasibility study.  Then it would fashion a 
management plan.    

 
3.6 Letter from Steven Beckham 

 
Chair McGuire referred to the letter and thanked the Oswego Heritage Council for its support.   
 
4.  NEW BUSINESS 

4.1 Worker’s Cottage: Preservation Plan (in progress)  
 
Mr. Espe circulated a draft plan and asked the members to read it and send him their 
comments by the following Monday.  He was looking for examples of preservation easements.  
Mr. Foster offered to get a copy of the easement recorded on the George Rogers House 
property deed.  Mr. Espe suggested five years might be a realistic timeline for rehab.  He did 
not anticipate this project would have as many permitting issues as Trueblood House because it 
was not on Sensitive Lands.  The Assistant City Manager supported selling the house.  Mr. Espe 
asked the Board to consider to what extent they would allow the interior to be modernized to 
accommodate amenities such as a washer/dryer.  Mr. Foster cautioned that if the buyer got a 
loan to purchase the property, could not complete the work, and it was foreclosed on and 
auctioned off the City might lose control over it.   He advised the City should require the 
purchaser to have at least half million dollars liability insurance.  Ms. Graham asked if the 
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zoning would allow the OHC to use the house.  Mr. Espe advised the group might have to apply 
for a rezone or they might be able to get a conditional use permit depending on the use.  
 

4.2 Historic Preservation Month (May 2011)  
• Merit Award  
 

The audio recorder was turned off during a portion of the discussion at the Chair’s request.  
This was because they were presenting the Historic Preservation Merit award to Michael 
Lammers of Marylhurst University as a surprise and she did not wish to have name in the record 
before the ceremony. Mr. Espe reported that Marylhurst College was interested in rehabbing 
some of their buildings.  They were interested in more information about incorporating 
sustainable features such as double paned windows. He advised the Board to set aside time for 
this discussion. Chair McGuire directed Mr. Espe to put that on a future agenda.  Olson advised 
the City was looking at incorporating sustainability building practices into the entire code.   
 

• Plaques: Notify LDL properties without plaques  
 

Mr. Espe reported the owner of the H.L. Shepherd House at 1515 Cherry Lane had asked for a 
plaque.   

 
• Display Case for Preservation Month (May 2011)  

 
Ms. Holwerda and Ms. Rodway were to work on this project.   
 
5. OLD BUSINESS 

5.1 Future properties for next year’s intensive level survey  
 
Mr. Espe compiled a long list of possibilities.  He suggested the Board focus on Sundeleaf/Mid-
Century Modern properties.  He saw the need to survey three Sundeleaf properties in the path 
of the potential streetcar project.  Chair McGuire observed a consensus to do that.  Olson asked 
if volunteers could be used to help the intern collect intensive level survey data.  Mr. Espe 
would agree to have knowledgeable volunteers help.  Chair McGuire encouraged members to 
volunteer.  Meadors asked which houses were in the path of the streetcar. Chair McGuire 
stated that the buildings currently occupied by Starbucks and Wanfu Chinese Restaurant.  The 
survey will also include the Theatre complex across Highway 43 
 

5.2 Designation of recently surveyed properties on LDL  
 

Chair McGuire reported that she and Vice Chair Holwerda had signed letters inviting owners of 
recently surveyed properties to be on the LDL. The letters would be in a package that also 
contained the report about each house, the LDL list, and a FAQ sheet.  Chair McGuire proposed 
to send packages to the rest of the owners later in the hopes that eventually all the houses that 
had been surveyed would be included on the LDL. 
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5.3 National Register plaques for Worker’s Cottage and Iron Furnace; Museum signs for 
State Street and McVey.    

 
Mr. Espe advised ODOT charged $200 per year for “museum signs” on the highway.  They 
would be visible to northbound and southbound drivers.  There was to be a third sign on 
McVey.  The cost would need to be funded in the City’s budgeting process.  Olson agreed to 
track that.   She reasoned it would be logical to use the Tourism Fund to pay for them.  Mr. Espe 
planned to consult with the traffic engineers regarding exactly where to place the signs.   
 

5.4 Headgate interpretive material  
 
Chair McGuire and Mr. Mather advised the Board that the work should be done by a 
professional.  Olson asked the Board to get a cost estimate and let her know in the next couple 
of weeks.   
 

5.5 Survey revisions and database update (398 10th Street)  
 
Jude Graham, Director, Oswego Heritage Council, recalled the HRAB had questioned whether 
the house name was accurate.  She provided her research. The OHC’s position was that it was 
Paul C. Murphy’s personal vision of an elite residential district that had shaped the community.  
It was the man himself who should be honored.  He had owned many companies with a lot of 
different names and addresses.  OHC was concerned that someone would want to change the 
name.  That was their business.  It was in the incorporation papers and other important 
documents.  To have to change it would impact them financially.  She discussed the issue of 
dates.  She said the applicable date was when that building was built, not when Ladd Estates 
opened.  They knew that Paul F. Murphy was not the person who built it.  More research was 
needed to determine the date. The area - including the roads - had been platted more than 
once over time. Platting was different on different maps.  The OHC had not been able to track 
the sales yet.  Ms. Graham offered to come back when OHC researchers determined the date.  
Chair McGuire advised that all the information that was submitted to the HRAB would become 
part of the database and the public record.    
 

5.6 Landmarks 
 
Chair McGuire asked Mr. Espe to find out the status of a request to put a mural on the historic 
Bickner Building.   Mr. Espe advised it would be a ministerial decision by the staff with the 
advice of the City Attorney.  Mr. Espe circulated a memorandum that explained how the City 
was interpreting the applicable code.  He confirmed the memos Chair McGuire and Vice Chair 
Holwerda had submitted had been considered.  Councilor Olson observed the sign code would 
control the size of the mural. Jude Graham advised that the Visual Artist Rights Act (VARA) 
would apply to this site. This does not allow an artist’s work to be changed without the artist’s 
permission.  Chair McGuire asked Mr. Espe to find out the sign’s content; put this item on the 
next agenda; and email the members if anything happened before then.   
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6 ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled on May 4.  There being no further business Chair McGuire 
adjourned the meeting at 9:01 p.m.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paul Espe 
Associate Planner  
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