
  
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
May 4, 2011 

 

 
Members present: Chair Jeannie McGuire, Vice Chair Kasey Holwerda, Craig Foster, 

Lisa Leahy, Tim Mather, Holly Rodway, Donald Ross and  
Members absent: Madeline Brewster (Youth Member) 
Council Liaison:  Mary Olson 
Guests: Erin O’Rourke-Meadors; Susanna Kuo; Marylou Colver; Susanna 

Kuo; Richard Santee Diane Johnson; Tia Ross; Rick Cooke; and 
Jude Graham, Oswego Heritage Council 

Staff present: Paul Espe, Staff Liaison/Associate Planner 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 
 
Chair McGuire called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of May 4, 2011, to order at 
7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Courtroom of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon.   
 
2. MINUTES 

2.1 None 
 
3. PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

3.1 Preserve America Update 
 
Ms. Ross reported the West Linn City Manager had advised her to talk to Sandy Carter about 
getting involved in the program. 
 

3.2 Farmer’s Market Dates for 2011:  June 25, July 30, August 20, September 17 
 
Mr. Espe circulated a volunteer signup sheet. 
 

3.3 Landmark Designation on property title 
 
Ms. Holwerda reported that Councilor Kehoe suggested that HRAB submit a written 
recommendation to the Council that the designation should run with the title.  Chair McGuire 
observed a consensus to have Ms. Holwerda draft the letter to the Council.    
 
4. NEW BUSINESS 

4.1 Incentive funding for LDL property maintenance 
 
Chair McGuire reported a previous program had lasted a year and been very popular with the 
property owners until the funding ran out.  Ms. Holwerda reported that Councilor Kehoe was 



City of Lake Oswego Historic Resources Advisory Board 
Minutes of May 4, 2011 

Page 2 of 4 

 

willing to advocate that the Council support the program again.  Ms. O’Rourke Meadors 
volunteered to present the recommendation to the Budget Committee.  She recalled the 
previous program offered small grants to owners who applied for them.  She suggested 
recommending the City allocate $5,000 for the new program.  The general consensus was that 
Ms. Holwerda would compose the letter and Ms. O’Rourke Meadors would present it on behalf 
of the HRAB.   
 

4.2 Shipley-Cooke Farm 
 
Mr. Cooke advocated incorporating Shipley-Mr. Cooke Farm, Luscher Farm and some other 
properties into the Luscher Farm master plan and making them part of the iron heritage trail.  
He reported the Parks and Recreation director supported the concept.  He noted the original 
(1997) Lusher Farm master plan talked about the history connected with it.  When asked, Mr. 
Espe advised that the properties could not be added to the LDL because they were not inside 
the City limits where the City could apply its code.  Mr. Cooke confirmed that he was looking 
into placing a conservation easement on his farm.  Chair McGuire observed the Oswego Iron 
Heritage Trail project was nearly done.  Ms. Kuo explained all of the properties along the Trail 
had a strong iron industry story connection.  Perhaps the Luscher Farm area trail could be 
considered the agricultural history trail. 
 

4.3 Historic Preservation Month (May 2011) 
• Merit Award 
• Plaques: Notify LDL properties without plaques 
• Display Case for Preservation Month (May 2011) 

 
Chair McGuire reported the Merit Award was being fabricated.  Mr. Espe reported the LDL 
plaque to be presented to the owners of the Shepherd House was being fabricated.  Ms. 
Rodway and Ms. Holwerda were going to finish setting up the display case after the meeting.   
 

4.4 Designation of an area on Iron Mountain Boulevard. 
 
Chair McGuire observed a consensus to support the Parks and Recreation project concept plan.    
 
5. OLD BUSINESS 
 

5.1 Worker’s Cottage Preservation Plan (in progress) 
 
Mr. Espe talked about things he had added to the outline of what should be in the preservation 
plan or easement and the related presentation to Council.  The HRAB recalled its reasons for 
recommending the City sell the Cottage.  Parks and Recreation was not making much effort to 
maintain the deteriorating structure.  The City Manager had indicated the administration did 
not want to spend money on it.  The right buyer could take better care of it.  It could still be 
part of the Oswego Iron Heritage Trail.  Councilor Olson advised it was the Council’s decision 
and it had been presented to Council yet.  She encouraged the HRAB to recommend what it 
really wanted the Council to do.  The City Manager had not put Cottage funding in his proposed 
budget, but the HRAB could present a request to the Budget Committee.  The more Olson 
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learned about its unique plank construction the more concern she had about it being used as a 
residence.  Ms. Kuo agreed plank construction precluded putting insulation and wiring inside 
walls.  But the Cottage was a valuable and rare example of that type of construction.  She did 
not favor selling it for a private residence because the City had bought it to preserve it.  The site 
itself contained historic and prehistoric archeology.  If it were on the Trail it should be 
accessible all the time, not just open to the public one day a year.  The artifacts that had been 
salvaged could be exhibited there a couple of days each month.  Ms. . Colver related the Old 
Town Neighborhood Association was willing to help keep up the landscaping if it were allowed 
to hold its meetings there.  She warned that selling the Cottage would destroy it.  When asked, 
she clarified the Association would not rent the space.  Mr. Mather and Ms. Holwerda were not 
optimistic that City staff would consistently maintain it over the long run.  Mr. Mather observed 
the cost of staff time had to be significant.  Mr. Espe estimated that Sidaro Sin had focused a 
third to one half of his time on the Trueblood House sale and rehab process.  Mr. Mather was 
sure a buyer with the right resources and a passion for preserving it could be found.  There 
would be grants available to the buyer.  He suggested giving the purchaser five years to restore 
the structure.  Two years had not been long enough to restore Trueblood House.  He did not 
want to see the Cottage used for something other than the residence it had always been.  He 
suggested if it could not be sold, then renting it would provide steady income to use to 
maintain it.  He advised it could be lived in – it just needed to be cleaned up.  Wood was a good 
insulator.   
 
The group talked about going to the Budget Committee to ask for funding to maintain the 
Cottage.  They had a two-year-old study that estimated restoration costs at $200,000.  Mr. Espe 
advised the Board to recommend an end use for the building.  T. Ross recalled in the past HRAB 
had brainstormed ideas like renting it or using it as an artist’s retreat.  Chair McGuire observed 
a consensus to advocate that the City maintain the Cottage.  They would offer all the details 
related to cost and condition in the presentation.  It would be too late to wait to finalize it at 
the next HRAB meeting, so Chair McGuire asked Mr. Mather, Ms. O’Rourke Meadors and Mr. 
Espe to prepare the presentation to the Budget Committee.  After the Budget Committee 
forwarded the budget to the Council the HRAB would have another opportunity to lobby for it 
at the Council budget hearing in June.   
 

5.2 Future Properties for next year’s Intensive Level Survey 
 
Espe reported that he had seven solid candidates besides the Sundeleaf designed buildings on 
State Street.  He planned to present slides of them at the next meeting.    
 

5.3 Designation of recently surveyed properties on LDL 
 
Mr. Espe would re-date the letters to the property owners so the officers could sign before they 
send them out. 
  

5.4 National Register plaques for Workers’ Cottage and Iron Furnace; Museum signs 
for State Street/McVey 
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5.5 Headgate interpretive material 
 
Chair McGuire asked if funding had been identified for the above two items.  Mr. Espe reported 
that the grant for the signs was to go to the Council soon.   
 

5.6 Survey revisions and database update (398 10th Street) 
 
Chair McGuire observed that Jude Graham and Marylou Colver had each submitted information 
about the property.  Ms. Colver presented her research.  Ms. Graham advised that the OHC had 
discovered the building had multiple foundations.  There was a building there prior to the 
current building.  County records from the 1920s showed lots of property transactions, but did 
not answer a lot of questions that should be answered before a decision was made.  She 
explained the OHC Council wanted to honor the man, Paul C. Murphy, and they held it should 
be named for the man - not one of his many business names.  A consensus of the group agreed 
the CRI contained a lot of inaccurate information.  If the LDL name needed to be corrected that 
did not mean the OHC could not continue to call their building the Murphy Building.  Chair 
McGuire suggested the OHC Council and Ms. Colver get together to work on coming to an 
agreement they could both live with and then bring it to HRAB.  She advised the information 
that each had provided would be added to the database record.  Ms. Colver considered her 
research irrefutable evidence.  There was nothing more she could do.  Mr. Graham reported 
the OHC was still researching the matter.  Chair McGuire observed the topic would remain on 
the agenda pending further research.  She planned to ask Ms. Graham (who had left the 
meeting) how much longer her researchers needed.   
 
6. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled on Wednesday, June 8, 2011.  There being no further business 
Chair McGuire adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:05 p.m.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paul Espe 
Associate Planner  
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