
  
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
October 12, 2011 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 
 
Chair Holly Rodway called the Historic Resources Advisory Board meeting of October 12, 2011, 
to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Court Room of City Hall, 360 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, 
Oregon.   
 
Members present: Chair Holly Rodway, Jeannie McGuire , Kasey Holwerda,  

Tim Mather (7:10 – 8:05 p.m.) and Donald Ross 
Members absent: Vice Chair Craig Foster, Lisa Leahy, and  

Madeline Brewster (Youth Member) 
Council Liaison:  Councilor Mary Olson 
Guests: Councilor Jeff Gudman; Laura Masterson, CSA; Tia Ross; Mat 

Brown, Williams/Dame & White 
Staff present: Paul Espe, Staff Liaison/Associate Planner; and  

Laura Weigel, Associate Planner 
 
2. MINUTES  

2.1 August 10, 2011 
 
The draft was corrected and then Mr. Ross moved to approve the Minutes of August 10, 2011 
as corrected.  Ms. Holwerda seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous agreement of 
the members present and eligible to vote.   
 
3. CITIZEN COMMENT (Regarding matters not on the agenda) 
 
Mr. Espe agreed to provide Ms. Ross with a copy of the roster. 
 
4. PRESENTATIONS 

4.1 Comprehensive Plan: Follow up discussion on Community Culture Summit and 
Comprehensive Plan Goals & Policies. 

 
Associate Planner Laura Weigel announced the Community Culture Summit was on November 
3.  Mr. Espe and Mr. Mather would facilitate the historic resources table.  Ms. McGuire and Mr. 
Mather volunteered to be present to answer questions at the pre-meeting community mixer.  
The board planned what information they would take to the summit.  Ms. Weigel and the HRAB 
had gone over existing Comprehensive Plan policies at the last meeting.  She had revised the 
information to be discussed at the summit based on that discussion and advice from the City 
Attorney’s office.  She asked if it was ready to take to the summit.  
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Board members recalled the City owned Luscher Farm but it was not in the City or in the City’s 
Urban Service Boundary (USB).  They suggested the language should indicate that all City-
owned historic resources were to be protected.  They discussed whether to ask the public if the 
community should take more responsibility for taking care of archeological resources.  The staff 
advised the City did not currently have any mechanism in place for protecting those resources.  
Mr. Mather commented on the additional layer of cost and paperwork for the developer, who 
might be an owner who wanted to bump out his kitchen a few feet.  He questioned whether 
the Board should prioritize this project when there were other projects that would be more 
important for it to work on.  He asked how often the City encountered this kind of problem.  
Mr. Espe anticipated it might be once every five years.  The staff and other board members 
recalled artifacts had been found in the Lake during the sewer project; along the water pipeline 
route; in Old Town; and along an Iron Mountain Trail.  Ms. McGuire indicated she just wanted 
to find a way to make developers look for the resources earlier in the development process.  
They should be required to do some extra work in Old Town, which already had an 
archeological overlay, and in other places, if they found something when they dug there.  Ms. 
Weigel assured the Board that if the public wanted an archeological resources policy the 
related implementation details could be worked out later.  Ms. Weigel could not recall the 
purpose of language regarding Landmarks being identified in the action plan.  She would 
research that and might take it out.  Ms. McGuire and Ms. Holwerda suggested adding a new 
Policy 6 to “Require historic elements be retained or incorporated as part of city redevelopment 
projects.”   The HRAB members asked Ms. Weigel to email them the final version of the 
document together with Mr. Espe’s background narrative before the summit.  Ms. Weigel 
agreed and then left the meeting.   
 

4.2 Draft Foothills District Framework Plan (Section 1.1, Executive Summary, Section 
5.4 Land use. 

 
Mat Brown, Williams/Dame & White, reported there had been no significant change in the 
direction of the plan since he talked to the Board in July.  More details had been worked out.  
Each sub-district would have its own development standards.  View studies showed the 
recommended overall district height of 90 feet would not impede the view of Mt. Hood from A 
Avenue.  The CAC was concerned about heights along State Street.  It was considering reducing 
allowable height from 60 feet (the current EC limit) to 45 feet within 100 feet of of State Street.  
He clarified the plan would not force the removal of the wastewater treatment plant, the 
existing condos and the two Sundeleaf buildings.  It was up to the owners what to do with their 
properties.  Ms. Holwerda favored reducing the height limit to 45 feet across the street from 
the theater.  That would be in proportion with existing buildings and the owners would not feel 
encouraged to build a high rise on their side of State Street.  Mr. Brown reported the CAC was 
now recommending applying a 4:1 Floor Area Ratio (4 square feet of development for every 
square foot of site area).  He advised it was unlikely that PGE would move the substation that 
provided power to all of Downtown.  A transportation analysis had been conducted.  He 
pointed out the new intersection proposed at Terwilliger.  The streetcar bridge across Tryon 
Creek could take some of the pressure off the rest of State Street.  He indicated most of B 
Street between Foothills Park and the Steps could be considered a gathering area. 
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The Board was concerned about how close the 90-foot buildings could be to Old Town, where 
homes were limited to 28 feet.  Mr. Brown clarified that the EC zone that was there now 
allowed the buildings to be as high as 60 feet.  Redevelopment there would be restricted by the 
size of the parcels and parking.  The perception of height would be minimized by the downhill 
slope.  Chair Rodway and Ms. Holwerda commented the change would be too hard and abrupt 
and the buildings would look too tall for Lake Oswego. Ms. Holwerda indicated the renderings 
looked more like Bellevue or the Pearl District than a village.  It might be more appropriate to 
put more density in Lake Grove, which wanted it.  It should be blended into the community and 
respect the massing and scale of existing buildings.   
 
Mr. Brown related two representatives of Old Town served on the CAC.  They were concerned 
about preserving the neighborhood and connections.  Councilor Olson and Ms. McGuire 
described the problem of southbound cut through traffic.  Drivers left State Street and moved 
through the Albertsons shopping center.  Then they plowed out of the center and down 
Durham to Wilbur to the light and turned south on State Street.  Ms. McGuire clarified the 
problem was southbound - not northbound - traffic and it was especially bad at rush hour.  Mr. 
Brown indicated it was good to know the neighborhood was sensitive to cut through traffic and 
wanted walkable streets.  The design had to balance connectivity to Albertsons while 
preventing cut through traffic.  The team would work on that.  Mr. Brown clarified that if the 
streetcar did not happen most of the work that had been done would still be valid.  The 
direction of the plan would shift.  Councilor Olson related the Oversight Committee had 
discussed that earlier that day.  The plan was based on there being a streetcar.  If that did not 
happen there would still be a plan, but it would be very different.  Mr. Brown reported the 
consultants were talking to all boards and commissions during October.  The Council work 
session would be on November 8 and the public hearing and decision would be December 13.  
If the conceptual plan was approved the process would move right into drafting code 
implementation recommendations.  He invited Board members to contact the team with other 
questions and comments.  He left the meeting.   
 

4.3 Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) Program 
 
Laura Masterson related that she had been running the 12-acre CSA Program at Luscher Farm 
for eight years.  She had been farming in the tri-county area for 18 years.  She had worked with 
other CSAs.  She distributed copies of the CSA brochure.   The concept was that people joined 
the Farm and then got a box of organically grown food once a week.  She explained her concern 
that the process that was being used to create the new master plan did not involve the full 
community.  They did not know what they might lose.  They did not know there might be a 
decision to eliminate the farming aspect of the farm and add active sports fields.  She stressed 
the soil there made it some of the best farmland in the area.  A study by the Natural Resource 
Conservation Service concluded that.  Board members assured her the HRAB agreed that the 
traditional farming use should remain.  The HRAB was in the process of fashioning the related 
recommendation.  It would recommend the new master plan be consistent with the list of uses 
on page 38 of the 1997 Master Plan; and that the list should apply to the entire Luscher Farm 
planning area.  Ms. Masterson had seen the draft and reported that the SAB and NRAB were 
also talking about recommending that.  She clarified she was not advocating for her business, 
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which could move anywhere, but she wanted to ensure the community realized what it might 
lose.   
 
Councilor Olson related that the Mayor planned to hold a study season on the topic of urban 
agriculture.  Ms. Holwerda observed that soccer groups were very organized and vocal 
advocates for more soccer fields.  Mr. Ross suggested the Board circulate a memorandum 
saying the City did not need another playing field to the Planning Commission, City Council and 
PRAB.  Mr. Espe reported the Planning Commission was to discuss the Farm at its November 14 
meeting.   
 
The Board wanted to know what Rudy Luscher had wanted.  Councilor Olson recalled he 
wanted it to remain a working farm.  He would not have wanted to see ball fields there.  The 
Board and Ms. Masterson saw huge educational potential for the active farming aspects of 
Luscher Farm.   There could be demonstrations of plowing with draft horses and how cider was 
pressed.  Sustainability, natural resources and historic resources were all connected on the 
property.  School children who were currently bused to pumpkin fields and to see art might be 
bused to the farm to see where their food came from.  The Parks and Recreation-sponsored 
Harvest Festival could be held there.   Ms. Masterson had worked at Langer Farm, which was 
active in educating children.  But she noted there had not been a push for that in Lake Oswego 
for some reason and the friends group was not as active as it could be.  Councilor Olson recalled 
the original master plan called for education to be a large component of the farm.  Although 
the farming area was not technically within the designated historic area, farming was the 
historic context of the farm.  Ms. Holwerda recalled the HRAB had been told the Farm was not 
in its purview because it was not a Landmark and it was not in the City limits.  It was considered 
to be PRAB’s purview.  Mr. Mather suggested Ms. Masterson talk to the local newspaper.  She 
said she would be happy to come back and brainstorm more activities to have at the farm.  
Chair Rodway thanked her for her years of service.  Ms. Masterson left the meeting.  The Board 
asked Mr. Espe to add language to the recommendation he had drafted to the effect that the 
HRAB encouraged using the Farm for more educational uses and involving schools.  *Tim 
Mather left the meeting at 8:05 p.m.   
 
5. PETITIONS / COMMUNICATIONS 

5.1 Public Hearing: 1097 Chandler Road (Van Houten) 
 
Mr. Espe advised the public hearing was still scheduled for November 9, 2011.  
 

5.2 Worker’s Cottage Subcommittee  
 
The next subcommittee meeting was to be held on Tuesday, November 1.  Ms. Holwerda 
reported the subcommittee saw five possibilities and would investigate each of them:  
• Keep it as an historic house (not a museum) and hold an open house a couple times a year.   
• Use it as a museum.   
• Sell it to a  private owner in a Trueblood-like process. 
• Rent it (as the City had done before) 
• City partnership with a non-profit group which would operate it.     
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She repotted the subcommittee was researching what other jurisdictions have done.  Mr. Espe 
observed the three driving factors were use, cost and ownership. He reported that Jordan 
Wheeler was about to solicit bids for the stabilization work and work would likely begin in 
November.  Ms. Holwerda announced the City had received another $15,000 grant from the 
Kinsman Foundation.  If the City did not retain ownership it might have to give the money back.   
 
Councilor Olson reported the Council had just agreed to final acceptance of Trueblood House.  
Councilor Gudman suggested asking the owners of Trueblood House if they knew someone who 
might be interested in the Worker’s Cottage.  Ms. McGuire recalled Senior Planner Sidaro Sin 
had enlisted the aid of a realtor who specialized in historic properties to market Trueblood 
House.  Ms. Holwerda advised it might be best to market the Cottage as a small office or 
nonprofit headquarters.   Its small size did not make it appealing as a residence.    
 
6. NEW BUSINESS 

6.1 Carman, Waters Farm (corrected to “Waters Carman” Farm) 
 
Mr. Espe advised Erin O’Rourke-Meadors had asked him to put this item on the agenda.   The 
property was for sale.  It was a Landmark.  He circulated the inventory sheet.  Ms. McGuire 
advised the man’s name was “Waters Carman.”  Ms. Holwerda questioned how the property 
could be marketed as a redevelopment opportunity.  She wanted Planning staff to be aware it 
was a Landmark.  Chair Rodway cautioned not to assume all Realtors knew it was on the LDL.   
 

6.2 Incentive Funding Program 
 
Mr. Espe reported the first application had been received.  The owner of 737 Ash Street (Smith 
House) wanted to use money for preparation for painting.  Several others had expressed 
interest in the program.    
 
7. OLD BUSINESS 

7.1 Luscher Farm Master Plan (PC hearing on November 14) 
 
See the discussion under 4.3.   
 

7.2 HRAB Mural Policy 
 
Mr. Espe circulated the draft that he and Deputy City Attorney Evan Boone were working on.  
He was attempting to address wacky paint as well as murals.  That meant differentiating 
between “paint” which was maintenance that was compatible with the historic character of the 
building and “paint” which was not.   
1:46 

7.3 Worker’s Cottage and future use work group update 
 
See the discussion under 5.2. 
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7.4 National Register plaques for Worker’s Cottage and Iron Furnace 
 
Mr. Espe reported he was working with the vendor.   
 

7.5 Museum Signs for State Street and McVey 
 
Mr. Espe reported he was working with traffic engineering staff regarding where to place the 
signs.   
 

7.6 Headgate Interpretive Material 
 
Ms. McGuire announced the money would be coming from the City – not from the CLG grant - 
during the next grant cycle.  She agreed to ask Susanna Kuo if she was willing to do the work get 
an idea of the cost.  Ms. McGuire and Ms. Holwerda envisioned a single-panel, simple plaque 
about the size of the plaque on the Furnace.  It would describe how the Headgate worked and 
how it was taken out by the 1996 flood.   
 

7.7 Resignation of Chair Rodway / Election of Chair 
 
Holly Rodway had submitted a letter of resignation on October 12, 2011.    She read portions of 
her resignation letter that clarified she believed she had actually been made “interim” chair 
when the previous chair and vice chair had to resign due to health issues.  The record should be 
clear that the Board should have conducted its annual election of officers in July and August 
anyway.   She had been happy to represent the HRAB.  She wanted the Board to continue 
where it left off this past summer.  Ms. Holwerda thanked her for stepping in when no one else 
would.  She recalled at the time she had asked Mr. Espe if the HRAB could postpone elections, 
but he had advised it had to hold them.   
 
Ms. Holwerda nominated Jeannie McGuire to serve as Chair of the Historic Resources Advisory 
Board .  Ms. Rodway seconded the nomination and Chair McGuire was elected by unanimous 
vote of those present.  Vice Chair Foster had not resigned and was not present at the meeting.   
 
8. UPDATES (None) 
 
9. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled on November 9, 2011.  There being no further business Acting 
Chair Rodway adjourned the meeting at approximately 9:00 p.m.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paul Espe 
Associate Planner  
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