
  
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
November 9, 2011 

 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER / ROLL CALL 
 
Chair Jeannie McGuire called the Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB) meeting of 
November 9, 2011, to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Courtroom of City Hall, 360 A Avenue, 
Lake Oswego, Oregon.   
 
Members present: Chair Jeannie McGuire,  Vice Chair Craig Foster,  

Kasey Holwerda, Holly Rodway and Don Ross (arr. 7:21) 
Members absent: Lisa Leahy, Tim Mather and  

Madeline Brewster (Youth Member) 
Council Liaison:  Mary Olson (arr. 7:30) 
Guests: Erin O’Rourke-Meadors and Tia Ross 
Staff present: Paul Espe, Staff Liaison/Associate Planner 
 
2. MINUTES  

2.1 September 14, 2011 
Consideration of the minutes was postponed for lack of a quorum.   
 
3. CITIZEN COMMENT – Future Agenda Items (None) 
Chair McGuire described the new protocol.  The chair would invite guests to comment after the 
Board members had discussed a topic. 
 
4. PETITIONS / COMMUNICATIONS 

4.1 Public Hearing: 1097 Chandler Road (Van Houten) – Postponed to December 14. 
4.2 Worker’s Cottage Subcommittee meeting to be on December 5. 
4.3 Clackamas County Tourism and Cultural Affairs Council / LO Chamber of Commerce 

Chair McGuire reported that she had attended the meeting sponsored by the Chamber of 
Commerce. She found the group very receptive to her suggestion to think of the City’s historic 
homes, the Iron Furnace and the Oregon Iron Heritage Trail as tourist attractions.  Ms. 
O’Rourke Meadors advised the Chamber had $20,000 in grant money to allocate. 
 

4.4 CLG Grant Status 
Mr. Espe reported that he has selected the next CLG intern.  He anticipated the projects to 
conduct an intensive level survey of ten properties and a reconnaissance level survey in the 
Lake Grove area could be accomplished in one year. However, it was less likely the update of 
the Cultural Resources Inventory could be done in that time period. Chair McGuire directed Mr. 
Espe to move the database update project to a higher priority for next year’s grant. He planned 
to amend the grant to replace the data base update with the incentive grant program.   
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4.5 Planning Commission hearing: Luscher Farms Master Plan   

The November 14 hearing had been postponed to a date yet to be determined.   
 

4.6 Volunteers 
Ms. Rodway asked for volunteers to help with the Historic Homes Tour.  Ms. Ross volunteered.  
Chair McGuire thanked Ms. Rodway, Ms. Ross, Ms. Leahy and Mr. Espe for making the Farmers’ 
Market booth a success.   
 

4.7 HRAB Terms / Attendance 
Tim Mather’s second term was expiring.  He was not eligible to reapply due to term limits.  Ms. 
Holwerda’s and Ms. Leahy’s terms were also expiring, but they were eligible to reapply.  The 
Board recognized it needed to have a protocol to address the problem that its youth members 
did not attend the meetings.  The consensus was that Chair McGuire was to contact Ms. 
Brewster to find out if she wanted to resign.   

 
4.8 Oregon Historic Preservation Plan for 2011-2016 (from SHPO) 

Chair McGuire distributed copies of the Plan and asked the members to read it and highlight 
items to discuss later. 
 
5. NEW BUSINESS 

5.1 Incentive Funding Program Application Review 
The HRAB had a total of $5,000 to allocate.  Three applications had been submitted One 
application was submitted by Kevin and Shela Perrin on 1805 Glenmorrie to replace the screens 
on their windows.  Another application was for preparation and repainting submitted by Gilsa 
Davidson on 737 Ash Street and finally Mr. and Mrs. Harold Schlenker submitted an application 
for the repair of several windows in their home on 257 Iron Mountain Blvd. 
 
Ms. Holwerda moved to split the $5,000 in total grant money into three equal amounts to offer 
to each of the three applicants.  Mr. Foster seconded the motion and it passed by unanimous 
agreement.  
 
Mr. Foster advised that PGE and Northwest Natural had programs to help with the cost of 
window replacement.  Ms. Ross advised the Board to ensure the contractors were experienced 
in historic restoration.  Mr. Espe confirmed that he had a system in place to follow up on 
projects.   
 

5.2 Lake Oswego Community Culture Summit Recap 
Chair McGuire reported that she, Mr. Ross, Mr. Mather and Mr. Espe had attended the 
Community Culture Summit.  Mr. Espe and Mr. Mather each facilitated a table.  Mr. Espe 
recalled the group had discussed potential regulations related to recycling of building materials 
and archeological sites.  He confirmed that SHPO monitored archeological sites and the City 
usually wasn’t directly involved with the monitoring and regulation of archeological resources.  
Further, SHPO kept the maps in Salem because they didn’t want the location of these sites 
publicized.  Those who suspected a project might disturb an archeological site should alert 
SHPO.  Chair McGuire suggested that a City process was needed to address archeological 
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concerns. There was little oversight on projects with these resources. The permit checklist 
should include contacting SHPO about possible archeological features on a site. Mr. Espe 
assured the Board that staff would compile summit comments and then come back to the 
HRAB with additional draft Comprehensive Plan Policies. 
 

5.3 Waters Carmen Farm 
Mr. Espe confirmed the property was on the market.  The owner and her Realtor met with staff 
to discuss the preservation code and the regulations for dividing the property. In order to 
facilitate the Development Review Process, they requested that the property be removed from 
the Landmark Designation List. They did not think the property was in very good shape and 
were considering demolition of the primary structure.  He explained the applicable code and 
provided them with other information, including a list of preservation consultants.  In the 
interest of preserving this structure he suggested that the subdivision could be developed 
around the house.  He gave the Ainsworth subdivision located in Oregon City as an example 
where the Captain John Ainsworth home has been preserved within a modern subdivision.  Mr. 
Espe advised the Board that the property was zoned R-5 and the structure could be moved to 
another site if the owners followed the code requirements for moving structures.  This requires 
an extensive amount of advertising prior to the move. 

 
5.4 Belluschi Fundraiser Recap 

Ms. O’Rourke Meadors and Mr. Mather had attended the fundraiser.  The project had reached 
the 60% mark the previous week.  More events were planned.  Ms. Holwerda related that the 
Kinsman Foundation contributed to the project because the foundation had strong ties to the 
house and its original owners.  
 
6. OLD BUSINESS 

6.1 HRAB Mural Policy 
The staff report suggested draft policy options.  Mr. Espe asked the Board to discuss the options 
and whether the policy should apply to all houses or just commercial buildings.   The Deputy 
City Attorney’s memorandum advised the staff to address murals and paint together.  Ms. 
Holwerda held they were not the same: a mural was art and paint was maintenance.  She did 
not want to try to control what shades of paint people put on their houses.  She just wanted to 
prevent them from painting murals or graphics on them.  She observed a consensus favored 
Option 2 found in the draft mural policy prepared by staff on 11-7-11: The second option could 
provide code language that exempts change in all paint color or shade and assigns a specific 
definition to murals and/or graphics. Murals and graphics could then be reviewed as a minor or 
major alteration to a historic landmark. The Board generally agreed the policy should apply to 
all LDL properties, even barns. Ms. Holwerda volunteered to draft definitions for “mural” and 
“graphic.” 
 
Ms. Holwerda moved to promote Option 2 as the HRAB recommendation.  Mr. Foster 
seconded the motion.  Discussion followed.  Chair McGuire indicated she wanted an 
opportunity to read the related material.  She would move forward with the consensus 
choosing Option 2.  Meanwhile, Ms. Holwerda would draft the definition of a mural that could 
be incorporated into the future revised code language for the regulation of murals. 
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Ms. Ross recalled the Board had agreed to allow a house to be moved to the cemetery on the 
condition that the house color and landscaping were appropriate for the time period of the 
structure.  She suggested that that the city incorporate that level of control for paint color.  Ms. 
Holwerda countered and explained she would trust the owners who had spent a lot of money 
on their houses to choose the paint. Ms. O’Rourke Meadors suggested the policy should say 
that historic colors were preferable.   
 
Mr. Espe summarized that the final draft should except upkeep and repair actions, including 
painting, even when the painting resulted in a change of appearance.  Ms. Holwerda confirmed 
that the Board was only concerned with addressing murals and graphics.  Mr. Espe advised a 
change in appearance triggered a review.  Ms. Holwerda indicated that a change of paint color 
should not trigger a review.  Ms. Rodway suggested the staff look into whether a mural done by 
an artist was owned by the artist.  The Board planned to continue the discussion at its next 
meeting.   
 

6.2 Update: Worker’s Cottage and future Use Work Group 
Work Group members reported they were still exploring options for the cottage’s future use.  
Their preliminary discussions indicated their recommendation might be that the City retain 
ownership and use the Cottage as a community meeting room.  All of the examples of historic 
resources that were successful with long term preservation involved complete ownership by a 
municipality or partnership with a friends or nonprofit group.  They raised the concern that the 
$75,000 budgeted for Phase 1 stabilization may not be enough.  It was a prevailing wage project 
and they would need to go out to bid for the appropriate party to compete the work.  In more 
recent evaluations of the Worker’s Cottage it was found that more work needed to b done. 
They listed other concerns.  There had to be digging under the foundation to change the grade 
to address drainage.  Digging deeper than six inches may trigger further archeological 
monitoring and analysis.  The porch may be reconstructed in its present day form instead of 
rebuilding it in its original condition.  Certain commercial uses may be subject to ADA 
requirements.  They believed Phases 1 and 2 needed to be done no matter what the use was to 
be.  Councilor Olson advised the Board to submit a request for funding of Phase 2 in time for 
the next budgeting cycle so there was no gap in funding.  It is also advisable to provide a 
forecast of the financial impact some of the suggested future uses may have.  However, it may 
not be necessary to provide the future use cost analysis until a later date when the 
rehabilitation approached later phases and the financial impact related to these use were 
clarified. She also advised the HRAB to provide the City Council with a progress report on the 
rehabilitation.   

 
6.3 Remaining LDL invitation letters 

After a CLG intern completed an intensive level survey of a property the Board sent the owner a 
letter inviting them to place the property on the Landmark Designation Listing (LDL) with a copy 
of the inventory item and other informational material.  The Board agreed to keep sending the 
letters to owners the HRAB had not heard from.  They discussed holding an event for LDL 
property owners to celebrate the fact their property was on the LDL.  Mr. Espe planned to list 
outreach to the real estate community as a project in the next grant cycle.  Ms. O’Rourke 
Meadors advised she was reviewing the list of owners to correct inaccuracies.  She would send 
it to Mr. Espe.  She also planned to bring a copy of a property research form used in Spokane.   
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6.4 Luscher Farm 

See also Item 4.5.  Councilor Olson had provided a copy of the SAB recommendation and would 
also send the Board members a copy of the NRAB recommendation.   
 

6.5 Headgate Interpretive Material 
Chair McGuire reported that Susanna Kuo and Corinna Campbell-Sack were not able to work on 
the project.  Mr. Espe recommended that she talk to the Parks and Recreation director.   Ms. 
Gilmer could solicit bids for the project.                
 
7. UPDATES 

7.1 Oswego Iron Mountain Trail 
Chair McGuire reported the Parks and Recreation representative had indicated fabrication and 
installation of the panels would begin in late November or early December.   
 

7.2 Historic Site Road Signs / National Register Plaques 
Mr. Espe reported that he and the City’s traffic engineering technician were scheduled to meet 
with an ODOT representative.  They would measure the Highway 43 right-of-way to determine 
if there was enough room for the signs.  He also reported he had ordered the plaques.   
 

7.3 Goal-Setting 
Mr. Espe distributed the proposed HRAB goals for this year and asked the group to think about 
the projects they would like to work on. HRAB goals would be further discussed at the next 
meeting. 
 
8. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The next meeting was scheduled on December 14, 2011.  There being no further business Chair 
McGuire adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:50 p.m.   
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Paul Espe 
Associate Planner  
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