
 
 
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Historic Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

February 8, 2012 
 

 
1.  CALL TO ORDER AND ROLL CALL 
Chair Jeannie McGuire called the Historic Resources Advisory Board (HRAB) meeting to order 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Municipal Courtroom of City Hall, 380 A Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon.   
Members present: Chair Jeannie McGuire, Vice Chair Craig Foster,  

Kasey Holwerda, Lisa Leahy, Tim Mather, Holly Rodway and 
Donald Ross 

Members excused / absent: Lisa Leahy 
Council Liaison: Mike Kehoe (not present)   
Staff: Paul Espe, Associate Planner/Staff Liaison 
Guests: Councilor Olson (attended part of the meeting and participated 

in Luscher Farm discussion); Rick Cook; Gregory Monahan, 
SAB; Susanna Kuo; Erin O’Rourke-Meadors; and Tia Ross 

 
2.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The Minutes of November 9, 2011 were amended and adopted by unanimous vote of those 
members eligible to vote.  Consideration of the Minutes of December 12, 2011 was postponed. 
3.  CITIZEN COMMENT REGARDING FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
Mr. Cook related that the state had designated his grove as a heritage tree grove.  He 
suggested connecting it with a future trail. Ms. O’Rourke-Meadors submitted information 
regarding correcting historic property records and Researching the History of Your House.  
4.  PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 4.1 Sundeleaf Home Tour 
The OHC tour was scheduled on May 19.  Ms. Rodway announced there would be at least four 
homes.  Ms. O’Rourke Meadors had been helping her research Sundeleaf designed homes.  
There was to be a speaker series.   
 4.2 Research Collaboration 
The Board accepted Ms. O’Rourke-Meadors’ offer to help with the research the intern was 
doing.   
 4.3  Chair McGuire announced the dates she would be traveling and out of town.     
 4.4 Comprehensive Plan Update 
The Board accepted Mr. Mathers’ offer to continue to represent the HRAB on the 
Comprehensive Plan CAC for another year.  Mr. Espe announced the Planning Commission 
hearing on the Community Culture section would be on February 22.    
 4.6 Luscher Farm 
Chair McGuire related that Mayor Hoffman had asked representatives of HRAB, PRAB, NRAB 
and SAB to meet with him the following Tuesday to talk about what they wanted to see happen 
at Luscher Farm.  The City Council had voted to bring it into the UGB.  She had agreed to 
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provide a statement from HRAB the next day. HRAB members recalled the board had already 
submitted a statement that it wanted to see farming and educational use there and not sports 
fields.  Mr. Espe related that the Parks and Recreation director had presented a report with 
alternatives to the Council.  Then the Council had directed staff to collect more information and 
report back.  He clarified the Comprehensive Plan allowed Tier 1 Urban Reserves and parks 
use properties that were less than 2 acres to be added to the UGB.   
Mr. Brown differentiated between all the land that was in the Luscher Master Plan and the land 
that might be considered the farm “core,” which was the building, barn, and CSA farmland.  He 
suggested the HRAB specify what land it was talking about.  If it was the historic core the Board 
could indicate whether or not it agreed other parts of the farm could be used for sports fields.  
The Board observed that what the City was doing at the farm now was in violation of county 
zoning.   They talked about taking a position that they did not want more sports fields or a tennis 
center there.  They observed those uses would require more parking.  Councilor Olson related 
she had just come from talking with the NRAB.  She explained she was opposed to putting a 
tennis center there.  She believed the armory site would be preferable.  She advised that Metro 
did not require a traffic study as part of the application process.  She was concerned that the 
process was out of order.  The Comprehensive Plan update should be done first.  Mr. Brown 
indicated his personal opinion was the process was not leaving enough time for public input.  He 
suggested slowing it down and allowing more time for people to understand what was going on.    
He advised that locating a tennis center outside of town did not fit the sustainability perspective.  
It was suggested that the HRAB advocate for a preservation easement.  It was suggested the 
HRAB recommend delaying the UGB extension application for a year.  Chair McGuire asked 
everyone to email her a list of things they wanted and did not want to see at the Farm.  She 
would present the HRAB response as a list of bullet points showing how HRAB members felt.  
She asked them to send their lists to her within the next 24 hours.   
 4.7 Carman Farm Barn 
The barn was being taken down.  Chair McGuire advised that it was not was not an historic barn 
and it was not in the statement of significance for that property.  
 4.8 Oregon Heritage Conference 
Chair McGuire announced the conference was to be held in Salem April 26-28.  Mr. Espe had 
put in a request for funds for members to attend.   
5.  NEW BUSINESS 
 5.1 Preservation Month, Preservation Clinics, Speaker Series and other public outreach 
Chair McGuire related that the Mayor wanted to lead a bike ride to the OIHT.  The trail itself was 
too rough for street bikes.  She had circulated her suggestion to use the theme, ‘America’s 
Hidden Gems’.  Ms. O’Rourke-Meadors suggested a speaker series with a Sundeleaf focus; a 
preservation booth on May 19, the date of the first Farmers’ Market; and a documentary film 
about architect Sundeleaf.  Ms. Rodway and Ms. Holwerda had volunteered to set up the 
display case.  Mr. Espe was to find out if the entire case or only half of it was available.  Chair 
McGuire asked the Board members to email her their suggestions for a Merit Award recipient.   
 5.2 Historic House Plaque Notification 
Mr. Espe was to send out the plaque invitation letters.   
 5.3 Real Estate Agency Outreach 
Mr. Foster related there was a lot of misinformation circulating regarding the LDL.  Resistance 
from realtors was largely due to their ignorance.  He and Chair McGuire had created an outline 
for a presentation.  They wanted to convert it to a PowerPoint presentation to present at real 
estate firms’ regular Tuesday morning meetings.  They would also put together an informational 
packet.  He planned to email the outline to Board members for their input.   
 5.4 Eastman House (Intensive Level Survey) 
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Ms. O’Rourke-Meadors observed the intern was fully booked at this point and this house was 
not on her list, so Ms. O’Rourke-Meadors would help.   
 5.5 Council Goals Presentation 1-19-12 
Chair McGuire reported that representatives from all City boards and commissions had 
presented their goals to the City Council.   
 5.6 Preapplication Conferences Report  
  Lakewood Center, 368 State Street / Richard Sundeleaf House, 16715 Phantom Bluff 
Mr. Ross and Ms. Holwerda had participated in the conferences.  Mr. Ross reported the 
proposed changes to the Sundeleaf house were mostly interior remodeling and had very little 
effect on the overall historic value of the site.  He related he had told them they were doing a 
fine job. He confirmed it would have wood doors and windows.  He and Ms. Holwerda reported 
the Lakewood Center proposed to extend the building to the street. It would have to get a 
variance to do that.  The two HRAB representatives did not support the proposed size and 
placement.  It would appear to be too dominant.  They asked for landscaped screening between 
the building and the road.   
6.  OLD BUSINESS 
 6.1 Worker’s Cottage and Future Use Work Group Update  
The work group had held its final meeting on Friday, February 3.  Mr. Espe was preparing a draft 
report to discuss at a City Council work session on March 27.  The report would talk about using 
the property as a rental house; office; or exhibit/meeting space.  It would contrast selling it with 
keeping it.  It would factor in the cost of operating, cleaning and maintaining it.  He confirmed he 
was going to factor in volunteer work.  Mr. Ross related the architect had prepared the drawings 
and the project had gone out for bid.  The bid was $36,000 for stabilization.  The work had 
already begun.  The next step was for the work group to establish the next leg of the budget.  
He noted $70,000 had been budgeted for this first phase.  He suggested going forward using 
the rest of the money.  Mr. Espe advised the project needed to spend the Kinsman Foundation 
match in order to keep the grant.  He had asked the City Manager’s office to carry over the 
unspent portion to the next fiscal year.  Mr. Ross suggested the work group continue its work 
and use the rest of the budgeted funds.   
 6.2 Oswego Iron Heritage Trail (next steps and meeting recap) 
Mr. Espe reported he had budgeted $5,000 for brochures, but found 10,000 brochures could be 
printed for about $1,200.  Chair McGuire reported the committee had been very disappointed to 
read a recent article about the trail in the Review.  It contained misinformation and was 
inadequate.  They decided not to make a big fuss about it.  Ms. Kuo had sent her comments 
and corrections to the newspaper’s website.   The committee planned to ask the Review to 
publish another article.  Mr. Ross related the committee was looking for someone to help them 
pull a big hunk of pig iron out of the ground.  They were concerned about erosion around the 
foundation of the blast house.    Ms. Kuo had suggested the committee consider working on 
those things in the future.   
 6.3 Remaining LDL Invitation Letters 
Mr. Espe was working on the letters to historic property owners.  The National Register plaques 
were being fabricated.     
 6.4 Headgate Interpretive Material 
Chair McGuire related she had emailed Kim Gilmer about using Parks and Recreation staff right 
after the last HRAB meeting and had heard nothing.  The board suggested she email Ms. 
Gilmer again.   
 6.5 State Street and McVey Avenue Signs 
Mr. Espe reported the Public Works department would make appropriately-scaled signs for the 
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sign sites.   
 6.6 Budget Committee meetings 
Councilor Olson announced the Budget Committee planned to start meeting in April.  Last year’s 
budget had a surplus.   
7.  UPDATES 
 7.1 Trueblood House 
Mr. Espe anticipated the owners were currently putting in railings and screens.  He recently 
discussed the easement agreement with them.  They had been surprised to learn there was a 
30 foot wide public access through their property.     
8.  ADJOURNMENT  
The next meeting was scheduled on Wednesday, March 14, 2012.  There being no other 
business Chair McGuire adjourned the meeting at 9:00 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Paul Espe 
Associate Planner 
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