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Present:                        Patt Bilow, Patrick Curran, Betsy Fontenot, Michael Kaplan,
Gabrielle Williams

 
Staff Present:                Jan Erickson, Cyndie Glazer, Beverly Ross
 
Excused:                       Jennifer Mair
 
Absent:             Sean Silbert
 
Others Present: Councilor Ellie McPeak
                       
 
The Library Advisory Board meeting was called to order by Chair Michael Kaplan at 7:10 p.m. on June 14, 2006.
 

I.                    Introductions
None

     
II.                Approval of Minutes – May 10, 2006

Patt Bilow made a motion, seconded by Gabrielle Williams, to approve the minutes of May 10, 2006. 
The motion carried.
 

III.             Public Comment
None

 
IV.              Director’s Report

Director Jan Erickson gave the Director’s report as follows:
 
Erickson asked the Board if they would like to continue to receive the Board packets in the mail or if they
would prefer to have them emailed.  The Board agreed to receiving the packets by email however would
like hard copies available at the meetings.  If anyone would like to have them mailed they should contact
Beverly Ross.
 
Erickson reminded the Board that it is the time to name a Vice-Chair. 
 
Michael Kaplan made a motion, seconded by Patt Bilow, that Gabrielle Williams become the Board
Chair effective on the January 10, 2007 Board meeting and that Williams now begin serving as Vice-
Chair.  The motion carried.
 
Kaplan said he regretted to inform the Board that Jennifer Mair has indicated that as part of changes
relating to a new job, and the current needs of the Library Advisory Board, she is choosing to step aside
and make room for someone else who could devote more time to the Board.  Mair would like to stay
involved as a possible resource and as a volunteer who could possibly work on special projects as needed. 
This will now leave two openings on the Board. 
 
Erickson continued reporting:
 
May circulation increased 3.5% over the same time last year.  Self pick up of holds has created an 18%
increase in use of the self-checkout machine over last year.  As the Library relies on technology to meet the
increased demands of circulation, patrons are using this technology more often.  An example is that there
was close to a 19% increase in items renewed online.  The gate count increased in May by 4% with a total
of 32,278.  Space will continue to be a challenge for Lake Oswego Public Library, but also challenging will
be how to continue to move so much material in and out. 
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The Monthly Report of Statistics Services will have a change in format with the new fiscal year starting
July 2006.  The report will break down the circulation figure to books, both adult and youth, and audio-
visual material, both adult and youth.  The report will also include gate count statistics and notary statistics. 
 
The Library is almost half way through the 2005-2007 budgets.  The cost of building repairs and
maintenance has been high this last year.  An additional $25,000 was granted by the City Council to cover
the cost of the Metropolitan Interlibrary Exchange (MIX) agreement.  Councilor Ellie McPeak said a
$300,000 contingency fund has been established to guard against the loss of County funding. 
 
The official kick-off of Summer Reading was June 1 and in less that a week 624 kids, 89 teens, and 90
adults have signed up.  Many programs are scheduled for both adults and youth throughout the summer. 
The adult author talk in June will be Elissa Minor Rust who wrote The Prisoner Pear. 
 
This summer the Library’s table at the Farmer’s Market has been very popular with a lot of balloons given
away and several library cards issued. 
 
The new Library brochures have arrived and are being distributed with new cards are issued.  Also
completed is the update of the Pet Memorial brochure.  A banner promoting Summer Reading is up in the
lobby. 
 
The shingled roof has again developed leaks, one leak in the reference office ruined a keyboard and a
computer in the non-fiction books has been covered with a tarp.  The Library is working with City Facilities
Maintenance Head, Brant Williams, in solving this problem. 
 
On June 20 the City Council will be accepting a resolution and honoring the Minter’s for their trust
donation to the Library and the Adult Community Center. 
 
A donation of $500 was given to the Library Pet Memorial Fund from a grateful family who were recipients
of a memorial gift. 
 
The first meeting of the Community Center Steering Committee was June 7.  The Committee was given an
overview of the project, which included the vision and the Committee’s charge.  Speakers were the City’s
Project Manager, Brant Williams, BOORA Architects, Library Consultant, Drew Harrington, and
Recreation Consultant, Lauren Livingston.  The next meeting is June 21 and the Library will be the main
focus.  Harrington will be presenting to the Steering Committee an overview of library options.  Library
staff has been working with Harrington on spatial concept plans for a main library and a branch library.  On
June 8 there was a Community Center Open House at Westlake Fire House.  BOORA Architects and
Williams gave a presentation and those attending were invited to visit the various stations set up around the
room.  The Library had a station and received many comments in support and many suggestions from those
who attended.  The Steering Committee meeting on July 6 will be the Recreation focus.  A newsletter and a
survey on the Community Center will be sent out to residents on June 16, with the surveys to be returned
July 3.  The Library staff continues to serve as a resource for Harrington. 
 
Patrick Curran referred to the letter sent by Mayor Hammerstad to the Clackamas County Commissioners
regarding the Himmel and Wilson Consultants report and Curran asked what was meant by doing an
independent analysis and what is the process.  Erickson said there are three ways to fund a library; funds
from the general fund as a city department, or forming a library district, or by a special options levy
funding.  She said Lake Oswego is analyzing and investigating all of these options and the staff is in the
beginning process of gathering data.  McPeak said typically in this type of procedure the staff will bring a
report to the City Council and the Council will often, and can, refer the report to the relevant voluntary
board or commission for their opinion.  Kaplan suggested another option, although rare, can be to create an
endowment to run a library rather than operating on taxes. 
 
Kaplan offered that the Community Center Steering Committee consider the Library Advisory Board as a
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resource on Library issues. 
 

V.                 Chair’s Report
As Kaplan addressed the election of a Vice Chair and message from Mair, he deferred reporting on Lake
Oswego Reads to Cyndie Glazer.
 

VII.            Lake Oswego Reads
Cyndie Glazer updated the Board on Lake Oswego Reads.  She said the committee met twice in May and
they are working on the list of events that will go on during February 2007.  Kaplan said he has volunteered
the LAB to coordinate the Spanish wine tasting events at the various local grocery stores.  He has gotten
confirmations from New Seasons and Wild Oats.  Kaplan said the Board will also coordinate the showing
of a Spanish movie at the Lake Theater with a discussion following at the Starbucks on State Street. 
Kaplan said Sur La Table has indicated they would be willing to have a Spanish cooking class.  Kaplan said
another idea for the Board’s participation is coordinating one of the last events of the month which would
bring together a large group of people and have more than one thing going on that would be for different
age groups.  Some suggestions are a quiz bowl with local high schools, a speaker such as Michael Powell,
and a take off of a game show.  Another idea for encouraging people to attend is having some sort of stamp
or token that people could get at each event, and if they attend a certain number of events they earn an
award, i.e. fine forgiven. 
 
Glazer had forwarded to the Board an email she received from the author of the book.  He was not sure he
could attend the event but was touched his book was chosen.  Glazer will continue to email him over the
next few months and hope he will be able to attend. 
 

VI.       Conference Room Policy
Erickson said the change made to the policy is that the room can be used for one hour when others are
waiting to use the room.  Erickson said this change needs to be made because of the high demand for the
room.  The Board discussed the policy and suggested some additions.  Another draft will be submitted for
approval in the July meeting. 

           
VIII.         Fundraising

Glazer said the folding chairs that were purchased from the “Time to Renew” funds and were used for the
last adult program.  She said not only are the chairs easier to assemble but they take up a smaller footprint
which allows more people to be seated in the programming area. 
 
The chair and fabric have been selected for the study chairs and an order will be placed soon.  Glazer said
Fred Baldwin’s newest idea is to create a brochure that lists the six types of items the Library needs along
with the costs and to ask people to pick an item to purchase.  When an item is purchased a plaque will be
put on with the name of the donor.  

                 
      IX.       Adjournment

The Library Advisory Board meeting adjourned at 8:45 p.m.
 
                                                      Respectfully submitted,
                                                     
 
                                                      Beverly Ross
      .                                               Recording Secretary
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