
Present:                        David White, Fred Baldwin, Dick Raymond, David Short, Kevin O’Leary

Staff Present:                Bill Baars, Bev Ross

Excused:                       Shelby Campion, Rick Slaven

Others:                         Councilor Donna Jordan

The Library Advisory Board meeting was called to order by Chair David White at 7:00 p.m. on 
February 9, 2011.

1. Call to Order and Roll Call

2. Introductions
None

3. Approval of Minutes – January 12, 2011 minutes.
The minutes were not available for approval and will be submitted at the next meeting.

4. Public Comment
None

5. Director’s Report
Bill Baars gave the Director’s report as follows:
! Baars had previously emailed Board members with the sad news that Colleen Bennett has passed away.  The 

Board had a moment of silence in her honor.   Bennett had served as LAB Chair and as president of the Friends 
of the Lake Oswego Library.  She was a great advocate for libraries and her presence will be missed 
throughout the community.  Services have not been confirmed but will likely be held in May at the Mountain 
Park Recreation Center.  Baars will keep the Board members informed.  Councilor Jordan said the City 
Council has discussed the desire to do something in Bennett’s memory.  Baars has been in contact with Joe 
Bennett, Colleen’s husband, letting him know that the community would like to honor her with a lasting 
memorial.  Baldwin suggested that Bennett could be honored at the 2012 LO Reads event as she was a 
founding member of the steering committee and instrumental in the formation of the event.  Baars said her 
picture has been added to this year’s slide show that plays at the beginning of the author talk.  

! Director Baars submitted the Library’s 2011-12 budget proposal to the City Manager.  The Library’s proposed 
budget remains flat, as expected, as the City struggles with ways to provide funds to the Lake Oswego School 
District.  Baars compared some of the Library’s current statistics, 2009-10 fiscal year, with those of ten years 
ago, the 1999-2000 fiscal year.  The FTE’s (full time equivalent ) were 35.6 and are currently 35.7;  the 
circulation was 944,000 and is now 1,377,000; the number of programs offered were 229 and is now 574; the 
program attendance was 8,000 and is now 21,000; the number of volunteers were 392 donating 9,400 hours 
and is now 518 volunteers donating over 14,000 hours.  Baars said these are impressive numbers for any City 
department but are also impressive statistics when compared to other libraries of comparable size and 
circulation that have more FTEs than Lake Oswego. 

! Baars was pleased to announce that Councilor Donna Jordan will continue as the LAB liaison.

6. Chair’s Report
Chair David White gave the Chair’s report as follows:
! White met with City Council last month to submit the LAB 2011 work plan and goals.  He appreciated David 

Short for his support in attending the meeting.  With the goals were three specific requests:  City matching 
funds for LO Reads, no cuts in Library budget, and exploring options for a new Library.

! Councilor Jordan told the Board that the February 15 City Council meeting will be dedicated to a budget 
discussion and meeting with the Budget Committee  The Council has asked the City Manager to bring to this 
meeting suggested budget cuts that would equal $2,000,000 that could be given to the School District.  She 
said the City gave $840,000 in services to the District this year and plans to continue with this contribution in 
the next year.  On February 17 the City Council will have a special meeting to solely discuss the school 
funding issue and determine if the City can give additional funds to the District.  Jordan believes these are 
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important meetings to attend for those interested in the budget.  
! Councilor Jordan believes the majority of the Council wants the Lake Oswego Redevelopment Agency 

(LORA) money used for projects that will continue to revitalize the business downtown area.  A library is still 
considered a part of LORA and supporters should emphasize the importance of a library as an economic 
driver.  

7. LO Reads
Bill Baars gave the report on LO Reads:
! LO Reads is in full swing with great events offered throughout the month of February.  The Art Show Opening 

at Graham’s Book Store and Chrisman’s Gallery was heavily attended as was the Celebrate Africa Festival 
held at the West End Building.  

8. New Business
None

9. Adjournment
            The Library Advisory Board meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m.

                                                                                    Respectfully submitted,
                                                                                    Beverly Ross
                                                                                    Recording Secretary
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