
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Natural Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
April 11, 2012 

 
Call to order / Roll call 
Co-chair Doug Rich called the April 11, 2012 meeting of the Natural Resources Advisory Board 
(NRAB) to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Yamhill Room of the West End Building, 4101 Kruse Way, 
Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
Members present: Co-chair Doug Rich, Benjamin Clark, Michelle Buncke (Youth 

Member), Craig Stephens, and Kara Warner 
Members excused / absent: Co-chair Denise Dailey and Stephanie Wagner  
Council Liaison: Donna Jordan 
Guest(s): Jim Johnson 
Staff: Andrea Christenson, Natural Resources Planner, and Ryan 

Stee, Park Analyst 
 
Announcements from the Board and City Staff 
Co-chair Rich said that the following week was Earth Week. 
Co-chair Rich said that May was Sustainability Action Month.  There would be an event on May 
5 from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
Ms. Warner said that she had volunteered to be on a Citizen Advisory Committee for the Tryon 
Creek Wastewater Treatment Plant, which would be undergoing upgrades under the City of 
Portland’s Master Plan.  She explained that the planning process would last for approximately 
18 months. 
 
Public Comment 
None. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
Co-chair Rich moved to approve the Minutes of January 11, 2012

 

 as amended.  Mr. Stephens 
seconded the motion and it passed 5-0.   

Review of City Council Rolling Agenda 
The Board reviewed the upcoming City Council agenda. 
Ms. Christenson said that the properties scheduled for annexation on April 17, 2012 included 
mapped Sensitive Lands districts, which would be applied upon annexation; for the annexation 
scheduled for May 1, there was a proposed designation of Sensitive Lands districts and the City 
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Council would decide whether to proceed with the designation in addition to the annexation.  
Ms. Jordan suggested that the designation of new Sensitive Lands districts on property to be 
annexed would be contentious and that some NRAB members may want to attend and 
comment at the public hearing. 
Ms. Jordan said that the City Council had not made any decisions at the previous evening’s 
meeting, but they had learned how they might finance various City projects and discussed the 
pending Urban Growth Boundary expansion application to Metro.  Ms. Jordan explained that the 
City had said in the past that they want to be involved in any planning process regarding the 
exploration of bringing any part of the Stafford area into the UGB.  There had been a meeting 
that morning with representatives from the Cities of Tualatin, West Linn, and Lake Oswego 
regarding the planning process along with the application to Metro for the Luscher Farm Area.  
Ms. Jordan said that Clackamas County was currently opposed to the potential UGB expansion. 
 
Stormwater Code Revision and Design Manual Update 
Not discussed. 
 
Luscher Farm Area Urban Growth Boundary Expansion 
Jim Johnson, a land use specialist for the Oregon Department of Agriculture and a Planning 
Commissioner for the City of Lake Oswego, explained the process of moving the Luscher Farm 
Area into the Urban Growth Boundary.  The property was currently zoned Exclusive Farm Use.  
He explained that once the property was part of the UGB, the voters of Lake Oswego could 
decide whether to annex the property into the City of Lake Oswego.   
Mr. Johnson stated that any property zoned Exclusive Farm Use and developed into 
recreational facilities that are beyond passive uses, such as ball fields, brings into account 
Statewide Planning Goal 14, which is the urbanization goal.  Active recreational uses are 
inconsistent with Goal 14 because of impacts to surrounding farms.   
Mr. Johnson explained that most UGB expansions are part of a larger Comprehensive Plan 
process because of a need for more land to meet long term planning needs.  Lake Oswego had 
no current need to bring in acreage as all needs were met.  The other reason for a boundary 
expansion is due to a specific need related to a specific land use.  Either way, to bring property 
into the UGB, the City has to show what the need is for the community and also show that there 
are no alternatives available that can meet that need.  Mr. Johnson said that the City also has to 
show they want to protect the farm not just as a complimentary use to the rest of the property, or 
Metro will not approve it.  He stated that farm use is not supposed to occur within the UGB.   
Mr. Johnson explained that if the property is annexed into the city, the zoning would have to be 
changed.  His suggestion to the Board was that the City form a new, binding zoning district for 
the Luscher Farm Area in order to protect the property and create a zoning map with specific 
uses designated for the property.  That way any proposed changes would have to go before the 
Planning Commission and the City Council.  Another idea was to put a conservation easement 
on the portion of the property that is for farm use only.  This would put a restriction on the City 
and protect the farm from future changes.   
Mr. Johnson explained that the Concept Plan previously submitted to Metro was very general 
because that is what Metro requires, not necessarily what the City wants.  The City was doing 
what they had to in order to get through the Metro process, as there were timelines to meet.  
Ms. Jordan said they would need a plan in place before presenting it to voters. 
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Comprehensive Plan Update 
None available. 
 
Potential Removal of Isolated Tree Groves from Sensitive Lands Overlay Districts 
Ms. Christenson explained that the City Council had previously suggested removing isolated 
tree groves under a certain size on private property from the protection of the Sensitive Lands 
Overlay District, because isolated tree groves did not provide as much wildlife habitat or as 
many water quality benefits as associated tree groves.  The test used to determine whether a 
grove was isolated or associated was that isolated groves are not connected to a water 
resource or another tree grove that is connected to a water resource.  Staff identified nine 
groves that they considered isolated. 
Staff went to a study session with the City Council to determine which isolated tree groves 
would retain the RC District designation and which ones would have the district removed.  The 
Council’s direction was that the designation could be removed from any isolated tree grove on 
private property, excluding private dedicated open space tracts.  The designation would remain 
on isolated tree groves on public property or private open space tracts. 
The Board raised a question about what to do with isolated tree groves that were already 
delineated.  Ms. Christenson explained that delineated RC Districts would be removed as well.  
If the Sensitive Lands regulation was lifted, then the trees would only be subject to the Tree 
Code, unless they were located in a subdivision with additional restrictions enforced by the 
homeowners’ association. 
Board members expressed concern about this proposal.  Ms. Christenson said that the Planning 
Commission would be reviewing the proposal at their meeting on April 23, 2012, and it was 
scheduled to go to the City Council on June 5. 
 
NRAB Membership Transition 
Co-chair Dailey would be resigning from the Board because she was moving, and Co-chair 
Rich’s and Ms. Wagner’s terms were up.  There were six candidates interviewed for the four 
vacant positions on the Board.  The new members appointed by the City Council were Heidi 
Schrimsher, Greg McMurray, Roger Hennagin, and Todd Van Rysselberghe.   
 
Adjournment 
The next meeting was scheduled for May 9, 2012.  There being no other business, Co-chair 
Rich adjourned the meeting at 8:40 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Andrea Christenson 
Natural Resources Planner 
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