
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Natural Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
July 18, 2012 

 
Call to order / Roll call 
Co-chair Kara Warner called the July 18, 2012 meeting of the Natural Resources Advisory 
Board (NRAB) to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Yamhill Room of the West End Building, 4101 Kruse 
Way, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
Members present: Co-chair Kara Warner, Co-chair Craig Stephens, Roger 

Hennagin, Heidi Schrimsher, and Todd Van Rysselberghe 
Members excused / absent: Benjamin Clark, Greg McMurray, and Michelle Buncke (Youth 

Member) 
Council Liaison: Donna Jordan (not present) 
Guest(s): None 
Staff: Andrea Christenson, Natural Resources Planner; and Laura 

Weigel, Associate Planner 
 
Announcements from the Board and City Staff 
Ms. Christenson reported that the City Council approved the proposal to remove the Resource 
Conservation (RC) District from six isolated tree groves on private property. NRAB and the 
Planning Commission had recommended that the City Council deny the proposal, and Metro 
staff had determined that removing the RC District from one of the six tree groves did not meet 
Title 13 requirements. 
 
Public Comment 
None. 
 
Review of City Council Rolling Agenda 
The Board reviewed the upcoming City Council agenda. Ms. Christenson said that on July 24, 
there would be study sessions regarding the Inspiring Spaces and Places action area of the 
Comprehensive Plan and a Memorandum of Understanding with Clackamas County relating to 
the potential expansion of the Urban Growth Boundary. On July 31, the Council would adopt the 
code and map amendments to remove the RC District from the six isolated tree groves and 
review the Parks Plan 2025. The Council would also review a report from David Hunnicutt, 
President of Oregonians In Action, who was asked to review the Sensitive Lands program and 
suggest potential changes to reduce the regulatory component.  The City Council would be on 
break for August. 
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Comprehensive Plan 101 – Overview of the Comprehensive Plan Process 
Laura Weigel, a long range planner for the City, gave the Board an overview of the 
Comprehensive Plan process.  She explained that a Comprehensive Plan was a document that 
helps a city make decisions about the future.  The state requires cities to periodically update 
their Comprehensive Plan, and the City was currently in the “periodic review” process.  She 
explained that the City was not required to update the entire Comprehensive Plan, but they 
decided to do that anyway.  The main requirement for the Comprehensive Plan is that the City 
has to be able to accommodate a certain amount of growth.  There are four main objectives for 
the Plan: civic engagement; being futuristic (as they are looking 25 years out into the future); 
sustainability; and compliance with the state. 
The Comprehensive Plan update process started in 2010, and the first year was spent 
developing a vision statement.  Staff took a 2008 statement from the City Council to all of the 
Boards, Commissions, and community groups to collect input.  Once they had a vision 
statement in place, staff started looking at the goals and policies throughout the existing Plan.  
Once all the goals and policies were updated, they would start the action planning phase, which 
was scheduled to begin in the spring of 2013. 
The City Council appointed a Comprehensive Plan Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC), which 
had been working on the update process for two years.  The CAC was made up of a council 
liaison and representatives from each Board and Commission, the school district, two 
neighborhood associations, a local business, and a young adult.  All of the CAC members live in 
Lake Oswego. 
Ms. Weigel explained that the CAC categorized the Comprehensive Plan goals into seven 
action areas to make the Plan more accessible for the public.  In addition to the general vision 
statement, they developed a separate vision statement for each action area.  They also 
developed a 2035 vision map and held several workshops so they could talk to the community 
to determine where to concentrate growth and how it should occur. 
Ms. Weigel was asked if there was an inventory of scenic resources in the current 
Comprehensive Plan or if there would be one in new plan.  She said there is not an inventory 
now, but they could create a policy that would require one to be prepared in the future.  She 
also said that the Inspiring Spaces and Places action area did not currently contain much 
information about scenic views and open space, but that those topics would be added later in 
the process.  NRAB would have the opportunity to provide input at that time. 
Co-chair Stephens said that the term "open space" needed to be defined consistently in the text 
of the Inspiring Spaces and Places section and other sections and in the glossary, and that the 
definition should be consistent with the Goal 5 meaning relative to natural resource and open 
space inventory and protection to ensure that the meaning used in the text is made clear.  
Ms. Weigel said that the goals and policies go through a long process of review before going to 
City Council.  All the areas have background reports associated with them.  They look at 
existing conditions, what has changed, and what they have heard from the community.  Staff 
drafts the background report and develops policy questions to discuss with the community.  The 
Technical Advisory Committee looks over the background report and then staff takes it to the 
CAC.  
Staff asked NRAB to read the background report regarding Healthy Ecosystems.  Ms. Weigel 
would attend the next meeting and work with the Board to develop policy questions that can be 
asked of the community.  She gave the Board the existing goals and policies and the 
background report to review. 
In August the City would hold a Healthy Ecosystems and Community Health and Public Safety 
fair with community partners.  Staff asked for volunteers from NRAB to man a booth about 
Healthy Ecosystems.  The City would also ask policy questions online. 



City of Lake Oswego Natural Resources Advisory Board Minutes 
July 18, 2012 

Page 3 of 6 

 

 
Review of 2012 Goals and Work Plan 
Co-chair Warner said that the work plan was used to determine how NRAB would accomplish 
their goals.  If the Board parceled out the work, then more could be accomplished.  The Board 
reviewed the 2012 goals to discuss who would be working on each of them. 
Goal 1 – Participate in the Comprehensive Plan Update Process 

• Participate in Community Summits for the Inspiring Spaces and Places and 
Healthy Ecosystems action areas.  There would be an NRAB booth at an 
upcoming Farmers Market and they could direct people to the Fair.  All 
members would be participating in the discussion at the next NRAB meeting 
to determine what the Board would be doing at these events. 

• Review and provide comments on the background report for the Healthy 
Ecosystems action area.  The report was received by the Board at this 
meeting.  All members would be reviewing the report and providing 
comments.   

• Participate in the development of policy questions and draft goals and policies for 
the Healthy Ecosystems action area.  All members would be working on this at 
the following meeting. 

• Advocate for the continued application of the Natural Step Framework as a guiding 
principle of the Comprehensive Plan.  This item had been completed. 

Goal 2 – Participate in the development of the Parks, Recreation, and Natural Areas System 
Plan (Parks Plan 2025) and Luscher Area Master Plan.  Ms. Schrimsher and Co-
chair Stephens would be the leads on these. 
• Promote policies that protect natural resources and diverse, healthy ecosystems 

in City parks and Natural Areas.  All members would be working on this. 
• Advocate for the development and implementation of management plans for all 

City Natural Areas.  All members would be working on this. 
• Advocate for permanent funding to staff Natural Areas park management.  All 

members would be working on this. 
• Advocate for a viable/sustainable local food system and policies and practices 

that protect the City’s foodshed.  All members would be working on this. 
• Advocate for the protection of farmland and for sustainable and organic farming 

practices.  All members would be working on this. 
Goal 3 – Review and provide comments on other City plans, policies, and projects with natural 

resource impacts and seek to incorporate natural resource values into City efforts, 
including: 

• Foothills District redevelopment projects.  Mr. Hennagin would be the lead on 
this. 

• Development Code Audit – Phase II.  Ms. Christenson would keep the Board 
posted on whether they would need to be involved in this. 

• Transportation System Plan.  Ms. Christenson would keep the Board posted 
on whether they would need to be involved in this. 

• Parks Site Disposition Policy.  This item was completed. 
• Lake Oswego-Tigard Water Project.  This item was completed. 
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• Wastewater Master Plan.  Co-chair Warner and Mr. Van Rysselberghe 
would take the lead on this. 

• Stormwater Code Revision and Design Manual Update.  The project manager was 
planning to attend an upcoming meeting to discuss this with the Board.  Mr. 
Van Rysselberghe would take the lead on this. 

• Luscher Farm area UGB expansion.  This item was completed. 
• Wastewater Treatment Plant Upgrade.  Co-chair Warner would be the lead on 

this. 
Goal 4 – Provide support for City environmental programs, including, but not limited to, the 

Natural Resources Protection Program, Urban and Community Forestry Program, and 
Natural Areas park restoration. 

• Advocate for continued funding for the Backyard Habitat Certification Program 
(FY11-12 amount: $37,500).  This item was completed. 

• Support increased street tree planting and advocate for continued funding of 
the Neighborhood Enhancement Program Street Tree Planting Grant (FY11-12 
amount: $7,500).  This item was completed. 

• Advocate for increased funding for invasive plant removal in City Natural Areas 
to achieve Natural Area Restoration Option 3 (50% restoration) using a 
combination of contractors and community volunteers (FY11-12 surplus: 
$100,000; FY12-13: $308,490).  This item was completed; Mr. Hennagin 
was the lead on this. 

• Create a volunteer program to remove invasive plants in Woodmont Park.  Co-
chair Stephens would be the lead on this.  Mr. Hennagin and Ms. 
Schrimsher would assist. 

• Coordinate with the Parks Department on the $25,000 budgeted for the 
volunteer project.  Co-chair Stephens and Ms. Schrimsher would be the 
leads on this. 

• Review Heritage Tree Nominations and announce new Heritage Trees during 
Arbor Week.  This item was completed. 

The Board decided to discuss Goals 5 through7 at the next meeting and to think about goals for 
next year. 
 
Invasive Plant Removal Project in Woodmont Park 
Co-chair Stephens said that he believes the Board should think about removing the invasive 
trees to start with.  They would have to find out if there is anyone in the neighborhood who 
objects to this, what kind of trees they should plant in place of the invasives, how much the new 
trees will cost, and if the Parks Department is willing to pay for them.   
Co-chair Warner suggested that Co-chair Stephens contact the Parks Director to decide on a 
date for the removal project, and attend a neighborhood meeting in advance of the activity at the 
park in order to recruit volunteers.  It was also suggested that they ask people to sign up to 
volunteer at the Fair, and ask Ms. Buncke to recruit youth volunteers. 
 
Election of Chair(s) 
Mr. Hennigan moved to nominate Ms. Warner and Mr. Stephens to continue as the co-chairs.  
The motion was seconded and it passed 5:0.   
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Adjournment 
The next meeting was scheduled for August 8, 2012.  There being no other business, Co-chair 
Warner adjourned the meeting at 9:07 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Andrea Christenson 
Natural Resources Planner 

 


