
 

CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 
Natural Resources Advisory Board Minutes 

 
August 8, 2012 

 
Call to order / Roll call 
Co-chair Kara Warner called the August 8, 2012 meeting of the Natural Resources Advisory 
Board (NRAB) to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Yamhill Room of the West End Building, 4101 Kruse 
Way, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
Members present: Co-chair Kara Warner, Heidi Schrimsher, Greg McMurray; 

Todd Van Rysselberghe, and Michelle Buncke (Youth Member) 
Members excused / absent: Co-chair Craig Stephens, Benjamin Clark, and Roger Hennagin 
Council Liaison: Donna Jordan 
Guest(s): City Councilor Jeff Goodman 
Staff: Andrea Christenson, Natural Resources Planner, and Laura 

Weigel, Associate Planner 
 
Announcements from the Board and City Staff 
Ms. Christenson gave an update on the last City Council meeting.  The Council adopted the 
proposal to remove the Resource Conservation (RC) Districts from isolated tree groves on 
private property.  They also received a report on proposed revisions to the Sensitive Lands 
regulations from Mr. David Hunnicutt, President of Oregonian In Action. Mr. Hunnicutt 
recommended that the City remove the Sensitive Lands regulations from all private property and 
replace the lost acreage by designating 15 city parks as Sensitive Lands districts.  His 
reasoning was that the City’s existing map of Sensitive Lands districts did not match Metro’s 
Title 13 maps, and by making this switch the City would be more in line with Metro.  He also 
stated that resources could be better protected on public land than on private land, and that the 
“no rollback” provision of Title 13 did not apply to the proposed revisions.  He recommended 
that the City Council discuss the potential policy changes with the Metro Council. 
The City Council directed staff to work with Councilor Olson to put together a list of other things 
the City could potentially do to revise the existing Sensitive Lands program and to bring that list 
to the Council in the fall.  Then the Council would decide whether to present the proposed 
revisions to the Metro Council for review and discussion. 
 
Public Comment 
None. 
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Review of City Council Rolling Agenda 
Ms. Christenson said the Council was on recess for August.  There would be a hearing on goals 
and policies for the Inspiring Spaces and Places action area on September 18, and a study 
session on the Luscher Area Master Plan was tentatively scheduled for September 25. 
 
Review Draft Policy Questions for the Comprehensive Plan Healthy Ecosystems Action 
Area 
Ms. Weigel said that she and Ms. Christenson had been working on the policy questions that 
would be part of the upcoming public survey about the Healthy Ecosystems action area.  Staff 
wanted NRAB to review the draft questions to ensure that they make sense and that a lay 
person could understand them.  The Comprehensive Plan Citizen Advisory Committee (CAC) 
and the Planning Commission would also review the questions, and the finalized survey would 
be posted online for the public to take. 
The Board reviewed the draft policy questions. 
Question 1 - Ms. Jordan said that she was concerned because there was nothing in the first 
question that addressed the fact that there are requirements for natural resource protection in 
place in state law, and the question made it sound like the City could ignore legislative mandate.  
She said that the question about whether the City should protect natural resources on private 
property should be taken out because there are legislative requirements.  Staff agreed to take 
out that portion of the question. 
Co-chair Warner thought the public’s answers to the question regarding how well the existing 
Sensitive Lands regulations are working could be difficult to interpret.  Staff agreed to think 
about rewording the question in order to better understand the responses.  Co-chair Warner 
also had questions about how to answer bullet #4.  Staff agreed to provide multiple choice 
answers or examples. 
Question 2 – Mr. McMurray thought the first two bullets should say “protect and restore,” not just 
“protect.”  Staff agreed to change the wording. 
Co-chair Warner asked about the phrase “over resource areas” in the second bullet.  Staff said 
they would change this wording to “on” or “for” instead of “over.” 
Question 3 – Ms. Jordan wondered about using a different example for developers such as 
installing impervious pavement.  Ms. Christenson said she would think of a different example for 
the developer portion of this question. 
Ms. Schrimsher said she would like to see a question included about healthy food systems.  Ms. 
Weigel said she would craft a question specific to this subject and add it in the Community 
Health and Public Safety area because they feel this is a community health concern.   
The Board agreed to provide any further questions or concerns about the survey questions to 
staff by the following day so they could get the questions to the next group for review. 
 
Review of 2012 Goals and Work Plan 
The Board continued their review of the 2012 goals and work plan from where they left off at the 
July meeting. 
Goal 5 – Advocate for conservation and restoration of natural resources based on a watershed 

approach. 
• Advocate for the creation of a 0.5 FTE Watershed Education Coordinator position 

(Amount: $50,000).  This was completed, as the Board had decided to 
advocate for a parks volunteer coordinator instead. 
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• Participate in multi-stakeholder watershed partnerships (e.g., Oswego Lake, Tryon 
Creek, and Tualatin River Watershed Councils).  Mr. McMurray would serve as 
the NRAB liaison to Oswego Lake Watershed Council, and Mr. Van 
Rysselberghe would be the liaison for the Tryon Creek Watershed Council. 

Goal 6 – Increase environmental awareness and protection through educational outreach. 
• Continue NRAB member education regarding the condition of Lake Oswego’s 

natural resources and potential threats to those resources (including air, water, and 
land quality).  All members would be working on this.  Ms. Jordan said that 
Metro would be giving a presentation on Climate Smart Communities for all of the 
Boards and the City Council to attend and share with the rest of the community.  
Ms. Christenson said that she would look into having an expert on climate 
adaptation come to give a presentation to the Board. 

• Organize community outreach booths at Lake Oswego Farmers’ Markets.  All 
members would be working on this.  On August 25, the Fair for Healthy 
Ecosystems would be held at the Farmers’ Market. 

• Identify and participate in additional community outreach opportunities to publicize 
the value of natural resources and opportunities to protect them.  All members 
would be working on this. 

Goal 7 – Collaborate with the Sustainability Advisory Board, Parks and Recreation Advisory 
Board, and other citizens’ boards to support and realize common goals. 

• All members would be working on this.  Ms. Jordan suggested that a way to 
accomplish this was to check the agendas of the other Boards in case there is 
something NRAB is interested in so someone can attend.  Ms. Schrimsher said 
she would check the SAB agendas.  Ms. Christenson would check the 
agendas for the other Boards. 

 
Invasive Plant Removal Project in Woodmont Park 
Co-chair Stephens was not present so this agenda item was postponed to the following month. 
 
Adjournment 
The next meeting was scheduled for September 12, 2012.  There being no other business, Co-
chair Warner adjourned the meeting at 8:40 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Andrea Christenson 
Natural Resources Planner 

 


