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TO:  Natural Resources Advisory Board Members 
 
FROM:  Andrea Christenson, Natural Resources Planner 
  Morgan Holen, Lake Oswego Contract Arborist 
 
SUBJECT: Heritage Tree Nominations 
 
DATE:  February 13, 2013 
 
 
ACTION 
 
Review Heritage Tree applications and determine if nominated trees merit Heritage Tree designation. 
 
INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of Lake Oswego’s Heritage Tree Program is to designate individual Heritage Trees or groves 
of trees, educate the public about the value and history of these trees, promote appreciation of trees, 
and voluntarily retain and protect these trees as part of the City’s heritage. Heritage Trees are 
acknowledged due to their age, size, species, horticultural quality, and their importance in the historical, 
cultural, environmental, and physical landscape. Anyone can nominate a tree on either public or private 
property for Heritage Tree designation, with permission of the property owner. 
 
LOC 55.06 states that the Natural Resources Advisory Board (NRAB) will review all Heritage Tree 
nominations at a public meeting and vote to designate trees that comply with the designation 
requirements. Two Heritage Tree nominations were submitted in 2012. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
According to 55.06.030, NRAB will designate Heritage Trees based on the following criteria: 
 

a. The tree or tree grove is of landmark importance due to age, size, species, horticultural quality, or 
historic importance; and 

 
b. The tree is not irreparably damaged, diseased, hazardous, or unsafe, or the applicant is willing to 

have the tree treated by an arborist and the treatment will alleviate the concern. 
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The City’s contract arborist, Morgan Holen (ISA Certified Arborist PN-6145A and ISA Certified Tree Risk 
Assessor No. 449), visited both of the nominated trees in order to conduct a Visual Tree Assessment1

 

. Her 
findings and recommendations are provided below. The application materials are also attached for NRAB to 
review. 

Exhibit A: Douglas-fir (Pseudotsuga menziesii) 208 Durham Street 
Marylou Colver nominated her neighbor Corinna Campbell-Sack’s tree because it is of landmark 
importance due to age, size, species, horticultural quality, and historic significance. Ms. Colver noted that 
the tree is located in the original 1850 Oswego town site in what is now the Old Town Neighborhood. The 
tree is located near the historic Peg Tree and is believed to be a remnant from the Peg Tree’s original 
grove. 
 
This tree measured 53 inches in diameter at breast height (DBH)2

 

 (approximately 14 feet in circumference) 
and 125 feet tall with a 50-foot crown spread. It is estimated to be over 150 years old; no core sampling 
was performed but the estimate is reasonable based on species, size, previous core sampling of similar 
trees in the City, and its presence on 1936 aerial photographs. In the past, the tree was topped at about 
50 feet and multiple new tops have developed. While this is a defect that should be monitored, the 
juncture and tops appear stable and well adapted. The terminal leader, or tip-top of the tree, appears 
dead, but this is not uncommon and no long-term impacts are anticipated considering the overall 
condition of the tree. Overall, this tree appears vigorous and in good condition, and has been well 
maintained. 

The tree is located in Ms. Campbell-Sack’s backyard, but the crown is prominent from the street and she is 
willing to install the plaque on her front fence so that it is easily visible to the public. 
 
Exhibit B: Oregon white oak (Quercus Garryana) Across the street from 17615 Bryant Road 
Morgan Holen nominated this tree for Heritage Tree designation because it is of landmark importance due 
to age, size, species, and horticultural quality. This Oregon white oak measured 39 inches in DBH 
(approximately 10 feet in circumference) and 60 feet tall with a 50-foot crown spread. This tree is located 
in the public right-of-way along a pathway west of Bryant Road, just west of the intersection between 
Bryant Road and Jean Road in the Bryant Neighborhood. The Jean Road Fire Station is next door and 
Lakeridge Junior High School is just down the street. 
 
This tree is estimated to be 75 to 100 years old based on species, size, and previous core sampling of 
similar trees. It appears to be in excellent condition with no major defects, has an attractive, broad, and 
symmetrical crown, is located in a prominent location along a heavily traveled road, and is easy to access 
along a pathway. Minor safety pruning is recommended to remove a few dead branches overhanging the 
street and pathway. 
 
ALTERNATIVES & FISCAL IMPACT 
 
NRAB may designate one or both of the nominated trees as Heritage Trees. The Board may also request 
more information before making a decision. If either or both trees are designated, a small plaque with 

                                                 
1  Visual Tree Assessment (VTA): The standard process of visual tree inspection whereby the inspector visually assesses the tree from a 

distance and up close, looking for defect symptoms and evaluating overall condition and vitality. 
2 Diameter at Breast Height (DBH): Trunk diameter at 4.5 feet above ground level. 
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species name and the year of designation will be installed near the tree, and a Heritage Tree Ceremony will 
be scheduled during Arbor Week 2013. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The City’s contract arborist finds that both the Douglas-fir and the Oregon white oak satisfy the criteria for 
Heritage Tree designation. NRAB should review the application materials, discuss the designation 
requirements, and vote to designate Heritage Trees as appropriate. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Exhibit A. Application materials for Douglas-fir at 208 Durham Street 
Exhibit B.  Application materials for Oregon white oak across the street from 17615 Bryant Road 













 



208 Durham Street 
1936 Aerial Photograph 
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