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NATURAL RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD 

STAFF REPORT 
 
 
 

 
 
TO: Members of the Natural Resources Advisory Board 
 
FROM: Andrea Christenson, Natural Resources Planner 

Morgan Holen, Lake Oswego Contract Arborist  
 
SUBJECT: Heritage Tree Nominations 
 
DATE: January 25, 2014 
 
 
ACTION 
 
Review Heritage Tree applications and determine if nominated trees merit Heritage Tree 
designation. 
 
INTRODUCTION/BACKGROUND 
 
The purpose of Lake Oswego’s Heritage Tree Program is to designate individual Heritage Trees 
or groves of trees, to educate the public about the value and history of these trees, to promote 
appreciation of trees, and to voluntarily retain and protect these trees as part of the City’s 
heritage. Heritage Trees are acknowledged due to their age, size, species, horticultural quality, 
and their importance in the historical, cultural, environmental, and physical landscape. Anyone 
can nominate a tree on either public or private property for Heritage Tree designation, with 
permission of the property owner. 
 
LOC 55.06 states that the Natural Resources Advisory Board (NRAB) will review all Heritage Tree 
nominations at a public meeting and vote to designate trees that meet the designation 
requirements. Four Heritage Tree applications were submitted for nomination in 2013. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
According to 55.06.030, NRAB will designate Heritage Trees based on the following criteria: 
 

a. The tree or tree grove is of landmark importance due to age, size, species, horticultural 
quality or historic importance; and 
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b. The tree is not irreparably damaged, diseased, hazardous or unsafe, or the applicant is 
willing to have the tree treated by an arborist and the treatment will alleviate the 
concern. 

 
The City’s contract arborist, Morgan Holen (ISA Certified Arborist PN-6145A and Qualified Tree 
Risk Assessor), visited each of the nominated trees in order to conduct a Visual Tree 
Assessment.1

 

 Her findings and recommendations are provided below and the application 
materials are attached for NRAB to review. 

Exhibit A: saucer magnolia (Magnolia x soulangeana)   2211 Fernwood Circle 
Mark Andre nominated a saucer magnolia located in his front yard and along Fernwood Circle 
because of species, size, and prominence along the street. Photographs provided with the 
application were taken in early spring 2013 and show the tree’s remarkable blossoms. The age 
of this tree is unknown; however, it appears mature based on size and large saucer magnolias 
are rather uncommon in our region. This tree has numerous codominant stems originating near 
ground level with approximately 10 leaders, each measuring approximately eight inches in 
diameter at breast height (DBH).2

 

 The tree measured approximately 25 feet in height with a 28 
foot crown spread, which is consistent with mature height and spread for this species. A few 
dead and broken branches were observed, as well as some minor branch decay. This tree helps 
to screen the adjacent utility pole and has been pruned successively over time for overhead 
utility line clearance, but the pruning has not diminished the overall structure or aesthetics of 
the tree. All in all, no major defects were observed and this tree appears in specimen condition 
and of landmark importance due to horticultural quality.  

Exhibit B: Oregon white oak (Quercus Garryana)           38 Da Vinci Street 
Sally Weersing nominated the Oregon white in her backyard after receiving Silver level 
Backyard Habitat Certification because it is one of few large native trees in good condition 
preserved during development of the neighborhood in the 1970s. This tree is visible from Da 
Vinci Street, but it is also accessible to the public from a Mountain Park pathway at the rear of 
her lot. This Oregon white oak measured 22.5 inches in DBH (approximately six feet in 
circumference) and is 58 feet tall with an average 46-foot crown spread, which overhangs the 
public path. No major defects were observed and this tree is estimated to be over 100 years old 
based on species, size, and previous core sampling of similar trees. Overall, this tree is of 
landmark importance due to age, size, species and horticultural quality. 
 
Exhibit C: gingko (Gingko biloba)            3rd Street between 568 and 590 
Pam Peterson of the Lake Oswego Parks Maintenance Division nominated a large gingko 
located in the public right-of-way along 3rd Street between 568 and 590 because of species, 
size, and prominence along the street. Gingkos are slow growing trees and this tree is 

                                                      
1 Visual Tree Assessment (VTA): The standard process of visual tree inspection whereby the inspector visually 
assesses the tree from a distance and up close, looking for defect symptoms and evaluating overall condition and 
vitality. 
2 Diameter at Breast Height (DBH): Trunk diameter at 4.5 feet above ground level. 
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estimated to be around 80 years old based on size. It measured 23 inches in DBH 
(approximately six feet in circumference) and 50 feet tall with an average 47-foot crown spread, 
which overhangs the street and sidewalk. This tree has multiple leaders originating at 
approximately eight feet, but appears stable and with no major defects, although minor 
corrective pruning is recommended to improve crown structure and aesthetics. This tree 
appears healthy and vigorous despite being located in a small tree well with nearly 100% of the 
dripline area covered by concrete and asphalt. It appears that the concrete sidewalk has been 
repaired or replaced in the recent past and the adjacent curb and asphalt have minor cracks. In 
general, this tree is in good condition and of landmark importance due to age, size, species and 
horticultural quality. 
 
Exhibit D: madrones (Arbutus menziesii)                10th Street and Berwick Road 
NRAB member Craig Stephens nominated four madrones located in the public right-of-way at 
the intersection of 10th Street and Berwick Road because of species. This special native tree is 
easily recognized by leathery evergreen leaves, red bark that peels from the tan-colored trunk, 
white flowers, and clusters of bright red-orange berries, which provide winter food for birds. 
Madrones are difficult to transplant, not tolerant of construction impacts, and susceptible to a 
devastating leaf blight. This species may attain heights up to 125 feet and diameters up to 48 
inches and madrones 200 years and older have been discovered from British Columbia to 
California, although few remarkable madrones have been observed in Lake Oswego.  
 
The four nominated madrones are relatively small, each approximately eight inches in diameter 
(approximately two feet in circumference) and about 20 feet tall with 15-foot crown spreads. 
Advanced stem decay was observed at one madrone and each had been topped beneath 
overhead utility lines lessening the aesthetic quality of these trees. Additionally, these trees are 
dominated by a group of mature Douglas-firs that overshadow the madrones and further 
diminish their aesthetic quality. Although no madrones have yet to be designated as Lake 
Oswego Heritage Trees, these four trees do not seem to be of landmark importance because 
they are small, have cumulative defects, and are not all that noticeable in the right-of-way.   
 
ALTERNATIVES 
 
NRAB may designate one or more trees as Heritage Trees. The Board may also request more 
information before making a decision. If designated, a small plaque with species name and year 
of induction will be installed near the tree for recognition and a Heritage Tree Ceremony will be 
scheduled during Arbor Week 2014. 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
The City’s contract arborist finds that the saucer magnolia, Oregon white oak, and gingko trees 
satisfy the criteria for Heritage Tree designation, while the madrones fail to meet the criteria 
for designation. The City’s contract arborist recognizes the strong desire to designate madrone 
because of its regional significance and would be glad to assist NRAB members with locating 
specimen madrones and provide support for encouraging their owners to nominate madrones 
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of landmark importance. NRAB should review the application materials, discuss the designation 
requirements and vote to designate Heritage Trees as appropriate. 
 
ATTACHMENTS 
 
Exhibit A. Application materials for saucer magnolia at 2211 Fernwood Circle 
Exhibit B.  Application materials for Oregon white oak at 38 Da Vinci Street 
Exhibit C.  Application materials for gingko between 568 and 590 3rd Street 
Exhibit D. Application materials for madrones located at 10th and Berwick 
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