
 

NATURAL RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD 

MINUTES 

August 6, 2014 

 

Co-Chair Greg McMurray called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 
380 A Avenue. 

Present:  Co-Chairs *Nick Berardi and Gregory McMurray, Frank Junga, James Kandell, *Heidi 
Schrimsher, Craig Stephens, Todd Van Rysselberghe, and Kavya Sreedhar (Youth 
Member). Council Liaison Lauren Hughes was not present.   

Staff:  Andrea Christenson, Natural Resources Planner/Staff Liaison; Shannan Stoll, 
Assistant Natural Resources Planner; and Ryan Stee, Parks and Recreation 
Department. 

Guests: Nancy Gronowski, PRAB Co-Chair; Mary Ratcliff, SAB Co-Chair 

CITIZEN COMMENT 

Mary Ratcliff – as Co-Chair of the Sustainability Advisory Board, Ms. Ratcliff announced the upcoming 
Lake Oswego Eco Film Festival, and invited NRAB to table at the festival. 
 
Ms. Ratcliff gave details about the upcoming film series, which is sponsored by the Lake Oswego 
Sustainability Network and the Sustainability Advisory Council. Movies will be free to the public, and will 
be screened at the Lake Theater Café every Sunday in September. Screenings will be accompanied by 
tabling and a related informational program. For example, local Watershed Councils have been invited 
to present after the September 7 screening, which will feature a movie about water. Ms. Ratcliff invited 
NRAB to attend and table. She will also be speaking with PRAB, HRAB, and TAB about participating in the 
festival. Board member Greg McMurray expressed support for the event, and suggested SAB contact the 
Lakewood Center for the Arts to see if they have interest in participating in the festival.   
 
CITY COUNCIL UPDATE 

Ms. Christenson provided the update in Councilor Hughes’ absence. With the Council on recess for 
August, Ms. Christenson looked ahead to the Council schedule beginning in September. She noted an 
upcoming Public Hearing for an annexation of a property at 14061 Goodall Road on September 2. The 
annexation may be of interest to NRAB because resources in Sensitive Lands districts on the property 
have been destroyed prior to annexation, and Council currently has a policy to decline annexation of 
properties where resources have been destroyed until the areas have been mitigated and maintained 
for a number of years. Ms. Christenson noted that other Council updates relate to the Sensitive Lands 
revisions process, and will be covered later under that agenda item.  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
*Heidi Schrimscher joined the meeting. 
 
Action: Mr. Van Rysselberghe moved to approve the minutes of October 9, 2013; November 13, 2013; 
December 11, 2013; and January 8, 2014. Mr. Stephens seconded the motions and they all passed. Mr. 
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Kandell and Mr. Junga abstained from all motions, while Mr. Kandell abstained from all motions except 
the motion to approve the November minutes. Mr. Berardi was absent during all motions. 
  

REGULAR BUSINESS 

*Nick Berardi joined the meeting 
 
Formation of the Friends of Woodmont Park 

Mr. Stee gave an overview on the Friends groups in the City. He reviewed the recent application for the 
new Friends of Woodmont Park Group that was prepared by Mr. Berardi in coordination with Ryan Stee 
and Megan Big John. The application includes a five-year work plan, as well as a current inventory of 
Park resources. Mr. Stee identified Mr. Berardi’s approach in the application as a big picture approach, 
which includes an annual evaluation and reestablishment of priorities, rather than a fixed five-year plan. 
Mr. Berardi said this approach will allow the group to respond to the neighborhood’s vision for the park. 
Ms. Christenson outlined the criteria for approval of a Friends group: 1. The community need for the 
activities proposed by the group; 2. Compatibility with approved master plans; 3. Compatibility with 
existing priorities for park development programs and maintenance; 4. Ability of the City to dedicate 
staff support and financial resources; 5. Ability of the group to raise funds. Mr. Stee pointed out that 
because there is no approved Master Plan for Woodmont Park, all of these criteria might not apply. He 
also said that this is a good reason why the application for the creation of the Friends of Woodmont Park 
group was more focused on the big picture, and less on specific details. Mr. Berardi said that his vision 
for the group was to create an enabling agreement with the City that would help put boots on the 
ground to remove invasive plants and otherwise care for the park. Ms. Schrimscher asked about the 
potential hiring timeline for the new volunteer coordinator. Mr. Stee said this was currently being 
worked out between Ivan Anderholm and the City Manager and though he didn’t know the details, he 
believed that the volunteer coordinator would be focused on the Friends groups and the natural areas. 
Mr. Stee thanked Mr. Berardi for his thoughtful, hard work on the application. 

Action: Ms. Schrimscher moved to recommend approval of the creation of the Friends of Woodmont 
Park. Mr. Van Rysselberghe seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously, 7:0:0.  

 
Update on proposed revisions to the Sensitive Lands program 

Mr. McMurray noted that this agenda item has been slightly revised to reflect the change in timeline for 
the Sensitive Lands revisions. Since the timeline was extended into 2015, the NRAB co-chairs chose to 
use this time to do some scoping of NRAB’s role in the program revisions process. Before NRAB 
members opened the discussion, Ms. Christenson provided some background information on the 
extended timeline and the next steps in the process. She explained that the Council received 
information on how the proposed revisions may impact the City’s TMDL implementation plan. She 
explained that in order to meet state and federal requirements under the Clean Water Act, the 
reductions proposed in the revised sensitive lands program package would need to be analyzed using 
LiDAR data to show that the proposed reduced buffers won’t result in degraded water quality. This 
LiDAR data won’t be available to the city until the fall, so City Council has put the revisions process for 
the sensitive lands program on hold until this analysis can be completed.  

Ms. Christenson then briefly summarized where the programs revisions are, to date. She noted that the 
extended timeline will allow more time for a more involved public process, so this is an opportunity for 
NRAB to do one (or both) of two thing: 1. step back and have a high level discussion about the program, 
and give comments, based on everything the Board knows so far, and/or 2. Provide feedback to the staff 
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liaison on the kinds of information that the Board will need in order to review the program when it 
comes back to them in 2015. 

The Board discussed how they would like to approach the discussion. Mr. McMurray said he would like 
to receive some technical explanations about the LiDAR analysis, once that’s available. He also noted 
that an important role of the NRAB in its review of the proposed revisions to the Sensitive Lands 
program is to consider and comment on the revisions impact on ecological functions. Mr. Berardi agreed 
that NRAB’s role is to look at the program revisions through the lens of ecological functions. He added 
that the Board’s role is to ensure that real protections remain for natural resources, and to scrutinize the 
alternative program in particular to ensure that it protects resources as good or better than the current 
program does.  

Ms. Schrimsher asked Ms. Christenson about the impact of the HPA program on public lands. Ms. 
Christenson explained that uses identified in any pre-existing Parks Master Plans may be located in the 
general vicinity identified on the plan, so long as an avoid, minimize, mitigate approach is first 
considered for that use. Ms. Christenson also made a distinction between the June 2013 proposal to 
swap 203 private acres of sensitive lands for 203 new acres to be placed on public lands, and the new 
proposal, which does not propose this kind of swap.  

Ms. Christenson gave background information on how what is regulated under the current sensitive 
lands program aligns or doesn’t align with Metro’s Titles 3 and 13. For example, some lands that fall 
within what the City calls “Tree Groves” are lands that are actually part of an extended riparian buffer 
that Metro calls “Riparian Habitat,” and would therefore need to be regulated under Title 3.  

Mr. Stephens commented that the first priority of a revised program should be to restore and enhance 
resources on public lands. Members asked whether restoration on public lands was a part of the 
proposed package, and Ms. Christenson said it isn’t necessarily part of the package, but it could be. 

Mr. McMurray asked if there was information that members would like to have in order to make a 
reasoned statement on the proposed revisions. The members discussed taking tours of sensitive lands 
on both public and private properties.  

Ms. Christenson also gave Board members information on the upcoming interim code amendments to 
the Sensitive Lands program that will take place while the overall program revisions are on hold. She 
informed the Board that these amendments are set to be adopted in December 2014, and that the 
public hearings process will begin soon. The goal with the amendments, she said, is to adopt changes to 
the code that would be meaningful for sensitive lands property owners, but which would not be large 
enough to trigger review from Metro or DEQ.  

Mr. Berardi asked if the Board might work through the comprehensive plan policies for the Healthy 
Ecosystems Chapter while the overall program revisions are on hold. 

The Board reiterated that they would like staff to coordinate a sensitive lands tour for public and private 
properties. Mr. Berardi said he will put together a spread sheet that analyzes the Healthy Ecosystems 
RAMs and policies, which he will bring to the group at a future meeting. 

Public Comment from Nancy Gronowski, PRAB Co-Chair: Ms. Gronowski said she is pleased that the 
sensitive lands program revisions have been put on hold, because it could allow PRAB, SAB, and NRAB to 
work together to prepare to review the upcoming revisions. She said that the NRAB has a great 
opportunity to look at the revisions from a holistic watershed perspective, and bring that perspective to 
Council.  

Information from Board members and Staff  

Mr. Junga asked to discuss NRAB’s presence at the upcoming Eco Film Festival. The members agreed to 
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table before the Vanishing of the Bees film screening on September 28. Some discussion was had about 
also attending the Water Blues Green Solutions film on September 7, but members agreed that it was 
probably only necessary to attend one of the screenings.  

Ms. Christenson reminded the members that NRAB has an upcoming Farmers’ Market table on 
September 13. Members signed up for shifts, with Mr. McMurray, Mr. Stephens, and Mr. Junga signing 
up for the morning shift from 7:45-11am, and Ms. Schrimsher, Mr. Berardi. Mr. Kandell and Ms. 
Sreedhar may sign up for a shift at a later date.  

Mr. Berardi requested that members review 2014 goals next meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT  

The next regular meeting was scheduled on September 3, 2014 at a different location than usual: the 
Fire Station Conference Room. Co-Chair McMurray adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:45 p.m.  

 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Shannan Stoll 
Assistant Natural Resources Planner  
 
Link to audio recording of meeting:  http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/boc_nrab/natural-resources-advisory-board-29 
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