
 

NATURAL RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD 

MINUTES 

Special Meeting – October 23, 2014 

 

The Board and staff met in the parking lot of city hall to depart on a tour of Sensitive Lands on City 
property. The tour left at 4:25pm. 

Present:  Chair Gregory McMurray, Frank Junga, Heidi Schrimscher, Craig Stephens, Sean 
Sweeney, and Todd Van Rysselberghe.  

Staff:  Megan Big John, Parks and Open Space Crew Leader; Ryan Stee, Outdoor Recreation 
and Natural Resources Manager; Shannan Stoll, Assistant Natural Resources 
Planner/staff liaison. 

Guests: None. 

 
The purpose of this tour was to acquaint the Natural Resources Board with the management of Sensitive 
Lands on public properties. Megan Big John and Ryan Stee led a tour of six sites. The tour took place in a 
van, with stops at four of the locations to explore and learn more about the sites. 
 
The tour began at George Rogers Park, where Board members and staff went on a brief walking tour 
through the park and Ms. Big John described the city’s management efforts. The park serves as an 
example of a city natural area in a more advanced stage of restoration. 
 
The tour next visited Freepons Park. Staff and members went on a walking tour and Ms. Big John 
described the work that still needs to be done to remove invasives and otherwise restore the park’s 
natural resources. The park serves as an example of a city natural area where restoration has not yet 
taken place. 
 
The tour passed by Cornell Natural Area, one of the oldest stands of trees in the City, and in need of ivy 
removal. 
 
The tour van also drove by South Shore Natural Area, which is in a middle stage of restoration as 
invasive English ivy has largely been removed, and understory plants need to be planted. 
 
The tour next stopped at Lamont Springs Natural Area where invasives have been removed, and stream 
restoration has occurred. Ms. Big John described that the next step for management would be to 
increase the diversity of native species present in the area. The site serves as an example of a potentially 
good demonstration site for City restoration efforts. 
 
Last, the tour stopped at Iron Mountain Park, where an active friends has worked to successfully remove 
invasive English ivy from portions of the park. Friends’ Group efforts are guided by the Iron Mountain 
Park Master Plan. The site serves as an example of how a guiding master plan and active Friends’ Group 
can work to manage natural resources on public lands. 
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ADJOURNMENT  

The tour ended at City Hall at 6:05pm.  

 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Shannan Stoll 
Assistant Natural Resources Planner  
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