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NATURAL RESOURCES ADVISORY BOARD 

MINUTES 

June 23, 2015 

 

Co - Chair Todd Van Rysselberghe called the meeting to order at 6:30p.m. in the Oswego Room in the West 
End Building, 4101 Kruse Way 
 
Present:   Board Members Co-Chair Todd Van Rysselberghe, Co-Chair Craig Stephens, Heidi Schrimsher 

(left at 8:45pm), Fraser Wick and Joe Buck, Council Member NRAB Liaison  
 

Absent:    Stephanie Wagner, Sean Sweeney, and Youth Member Kavya Sreedhar. 
 
Staff:   Jan Wirtz, Recreation Superintendent, Dina Balogh, Recreation Administrative Support, Ann 

MacDonald, Stormwater Quality Coordinator, Engineering 
 
Guest:               

CITIZEN COMMENT  

No citizen comment.  

 

CITY COUNCIL UPDATE 

Council Update Joe Buck Council Liaison:  

Sidewalk and tree maintenance: City Council had a Study session to discuss sidewalk and tree maintenance. 
The Council discussed who would be responsible and pay for damage to sidewalks caused by trees. What 
should be done when citizens don’t want to pay? Council decided to take care of all trees along sidewalks and 
sidewalks. What will it cost? If expensive share cost 50 - 50 with residence and city or change back to citizen 
cost.  

Right of Way Street Management: City Council discussed Right of Way Street Management. The street right 
away is 15 feet into paved roadway. Council watched a presentation on the different ways people have used 
the right away. Points of discussion involved safety, storm drain management, parking and pedestrian safety. 
Parking requirements for single and multi family residence was also addressed.  

Urban Forest Summit: A large number of people volunteered to be part of the committee. 30 people signed 
up. City Manager will divide the groups into manageable groups.  

Reconfiguration of Youth Board members. The City Council discussed the relevancy of Youth Members on 
current boards. Is the youth voice getting to the City Council? The Council would like to create a youth 
advisory board. The Youth Advisory Board would be separate from the Parks and Recreation Youth Action 
Council (YAC). YAC plans and projects and volunteers in the community. The individual youth positions on the 
boards would be removed. Each youth member on Youth Advisory Board would be accountable and represent 
each board.  



 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
The Natural Resources Advisory Board (NRAB) reviewed and approved the minutes from May 26, 2015 
 
 
REGULAR BUSINESS 
Iron Mountain Park Plan 
Ryan Stee, Parks planning and Natural Resources Manger presented information on the tentative Iron 
Mountain Park Planning Process. The planning timeline was distributed to NRAB for their review. Ryan has 
been working on the pre- planning process for the last couple of months. Ryan has met with several stake 
holders including John LaMotte, Lake Oswego Planning Commissioner in the planning process, engineering, 
the planning department and other community groups.  
It is a five phase Process with two planning tracks going on at the same time. These are an ecological resource 
track and a master plan track.  The master planning track includes 6 planning advisory committee meetings 
(PAC), three public outreach periods, and an adjacent neighborhood/board and commission meetings. 
Adoption of the process will go through the planning commission.  

The PAC is comprised of boards and commission members, neighborhood members and professional staff. The 
PAC’s purpose is to provide a committee that keep the process on track, they report back to their respective 
groups, review the process and deliverables and assist with decisions on fringe topics. Staff will also provide 
regular check-ins with Planning Commission and City Council via staff report or in person.     

It was noted that in June 2016 LOTWP will be vacating the staging area. At that time a draft site plan will be 
available for further discussion of the staging area. Staff has been strategic in designing the process to have 
the site plan available at that time. Ryan also discussed that this is not just a master planning process there are 
several additional steps occurring in coordination with master planning. An ecological survey and design of 
natural resource restoration. Additionally the master plan process will include 60% construction documents so 
that staff may continue the process for a Conditional Use Permit (CUP).  Ryan informed PRAB that we have 
chosen the CUP process over the Park Natural Area (PNA) master planning process so that we can move into 
the implementation phase in a timely manner. It was mentioned that this will also be an efficient use of 
community resources.  

Ryan Stee asked Fraser Wick to be part of the PAC. Fraser Wick accepted. The committee will be an advocate 
to the Iron Mountain Master Plan.  

The Iron Mountain Master Plan will be funded using System Development Charges (SDC) for half and the other 
half from parks management services. The total believed to be approximately $85 thousand for planning 
process. Staff will advise on contract budget up to phase 4 not including implementation.  

Action:  

 Support from NRAB. Advocates for the department and the Iron Mountain plan.   

 Run tables at outreach events.  

 Recommendations what Iron Mt Park should look like.  

 
 
INFORMATION FROM BOARD MEMBERS AND STAFF 
Clean Water Act  
Ann MacDonald Stormwater Quality Coordinator, Engineering, gave a presentation on the Clean Water Act. 
The overall persistent goal of the Clean Water Act is to “Protect and Restore Our Nation’s Waters. Water 
quality standards are set by States, Territories, and Tribes. They identify the uses and Beneficial Use, for each 



 
waterbody, for example, drinking water supply, contact recreation (swimming), and aquatic life support 
(fishing), and the scientific criteria to support that use.  

Ms. MacDonald outlined the City’s obligations to meet Clean Water Act requirements which included 
providing the State Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) with a Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) 
implementation plan and regular monitoring reports. She indicated that the connection with sensitive lands 
regulations was that they used sensitive lands riparian buffers to maintain water quality in City streams. She 
explained that the intent of the mapping was to make compliance as transparent as possible. Mapping 
technology had improved and they were using Light Detection and Ranging (LIDAR) to map streams more 
accurately than ever before. They were still using the existing wetlands map because they did not have a way 
to use LIDAR to revise them. She indicated that the starting point of stream measurement was to find the top 
of bank (break in slope). She explained that since they could not walk into private back yards to measure a 
smaller stream channel they used LIDAR along with aerial photographs to estimate where it was and then 
used Metro’s width classes.  

Ms. MacDonald discussed protected stream length. Metro did not protect as much upstream drainage area as 
some RP areas did because Metro did not protect areas less than 50 acres for an intermittent stream, or 100 
acres for a primary water feature. She indicated that staff did not know where the transition from 
‘intermittent’ to ‘perennial’ was, but suggested if an area was dry from about early August to about the end of 
September it was ‘intermittent’; and, if it was wet it was probably ‘perennial.’ She clarified that when a stream 
was determined to be ‘perennial’ it would automatically become a primary water feature with the associated 
wider buffer.  

Ms. MacDonald showed comparative maps of proposed WRA/HPA areas and existing RP/RC areas, pointing 
out examples of where existing regulatory protection was being removed but then picked up by HBAs. She 
clarified that counting these new designated areas might show a significant increase in protection on public 
land but it was only one tool to show they complied with the Clean Water Act/DEQ. She explained that the 
City also had to show it complied with anti-degradation requirements and the TMDL implementation plan in 
regard to things like temperature and pollutant levels. She advised that the City needed to demonstrate 
‘reasonable assurance’ based on scientifically reasonable assumptions, modeling, and temperature 
measurements, that the City could maintain buffers to accomplish water quality goals 

The primary tool to keeping the water temperature cooler is the forest canopy over the streams. The target is 
to go back to making the forest canopy as dense as it was in the past.  

 
Action:   

 September 12, NRAB booth at the LO Farmers Market.  
Youth Member Kavya Sreedhar volunteered (by email) to take a shift. Craig Stephens told NRAB he will 
take an early shift.  
 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
The next regular meeting is scheduled to be Tuesday at 6:30, July 28, 2015 in the Oswego room of the West 
End Building.  
 
Co-Chair Van Rysselberghe adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:15p.m.   
 

Prepared by, 
Dina Balogh, Administrative Support 


