
Article 42.19 
Sidewalk Cafes.  

42.19.010 Definitions.  

1.  Adjacent Sidewalk Area. That portion of the public sidewalk between the curb line, or the lateral line 

of a roadway, and the property line of the food or beverage sales business, delineated by extending 

the side building lines of the premises until they intersect with the curb or the lateral line of the 

roadway. 

2.  Commercial Zone. Property that is designated Neighborhood Commercial, General Commercial, 

Highway Commercial, East End General Commercial, Mixed Commerce, Office 

Commercial/Neighborhood Commercial, Campus Research and Development, Campus Institutional 

or Office Campus on the Lake Oswego Zoning Map pursuant to LOC 50.01.004.2. 

3.  Operate a Sidewalk Cafe. Serving food or beverages from a food or beverage sales business to 

patrons seated at tables located within the adjacent sidewalk area. 

42.19.020 Permit Required. 

No person shall operate a sidewalk cafe on any City sidewalk or public pedestrian right-of-way without 

first obtaining a permit from the City Manager and paying an initial application fee and permit fee. It shall 

be unlawful for any person to operate a sidewalk cafe on any City sidewalk or public pedestrian right-of-

way within the City except as provided by this article. 

42.19.030 Permit Fee. 

The initial application fee and permit fee shall be established and adjusted as necessary by resolution of 

the City Council. 

42.19.040 Permit Application. 

An application for a permit to operate a sidewalk cafe shall be submitted in a form deemed appropriate by 

the City Manager. The application shall include, but not be limited to, the following information: 

1.  Name and address of the applicant. 

2.  Signature of the property owner, consenting to a sidewalk cafe adjacent to the property on which the 

food sales business located. 

3.  The expiration date of the applicant’s business license. 

4.  A drawing to scale, including dimensions, showing the width of the applicant’s food sales business 

adjacent to the sidewalk area requested to be used, the location of doorways, the width of the 

sidewalk (distance from curb to building face), and the location of trees, signs, bus shelters, sidewalk 

benches, trash receptacles, or any other permanent or semi-permanent sidewalk obstructions. The 

drawing shall also show the area to be occupied by tables and chairs, the table locations, and the 
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location and size of any features used to delineate the area, such as portable planters, and shall 

show the minimum width of the continuous pedestrian path required by LOC 42.19.050 (2). 

5.  Graphic information showing the design, materials and colors of chairs, tables, umbrellas, awnings, 

planters, lighting fixtures and all other items to be placed in the right-of-way. 

42.19.050 General Provisions. 

1.  A sidewalk cafe may be located only in a commercial zone. 

2.  Operation of the sidewalk cafe is limited to the area shown on the drawing attached or made a part of 

the permit, subject to any modification or conditions of approval by the City Manager. 

3.  Tables, chairs and other accessories shall be located so as to preserve a clear, continuous 

pedestrian path of not less than 4 feet in width outside the sidewalk cafe area, provided that the City 

Manager may require a pedestrian path of more than 4 feet if necessary to protect public safety or 

convenience, or in areas of high pedestrian activity. The width of the pedestrian path shall be 

measured at the narrowest point of the sidewalk between the edge of the sidewalk cafe seating area 

and the curb, or any permanent or semi-permanent obstruction. The edge of any seating area shall 

not be closer than two feet from the curb. 

4.  When located at a street corner, the area of a sidewalk cafe shall remain at least 10 feet from the 

corner of the adjacent property. 

5.  No sidewalk cafe shall be within 10 feet of the entry to a driveway or alley used for vehicle access, or 

within 6 feet of a disabled parking space. 

6.  No sidewalk cafe shall be in any area determined by the City Manager to be necessary to keep clear 

in order to provide appropriate vision clearance for vehicles. 

7.  A sidewalk cafe may only occupy the length of sidewalk abutting the permittee’s food sales business. 

8.  A sidewalk cafe may not be located in areas adjacent to bus loading or unloading areas, or in any 

area that, in the City Manager’s determination, obstructs free access to transit. 

9.  The location and configuration of the sidewalk cafe shall be as approved by the City Manager. The 

City Manager shall consider any public safety and convenience concerns applicable to the specific 

location requested. The City Manager shall also ensure that the use of the sidewalk for a sidewalk 

cafe shall be compatible with the public interest in the use of the area as a public right-of-way. 

10.  The floor of the sidewalk cafe area shall be maintained at the same level as the sidewalk, and no 

alterations to the sidewalk or coverings on the sidewalk shall be installed unless approved by the City 

Manager. 
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11.  The sidewalk and all things placed thereon shall at all times be maintained in a clean and attractive 

condition. 

12.  No amplified music or amplified entertainment shall occur in the sidewalk cafe area without a specific 

permit from the City Manager. 

13.  A person operating a sidewalk cafe shall ensure that patrons and employees do not disturb persons 

using the sidewalk, or those on adjacent properties, by loud, boisterous and unreasonable noise or 

disruptive behavior. 

14.  Upon suspension, revocation or termination of an outdoor seating permit, all furniture, equipment and 

other items placed on the sidewalk pursuant to a sidewalk cafe permit shall immediately be removed 

and the sidewalk returned to its original condition. 

15.  In the event that the person operating the sidewalk cafe fails to comply with any provision of this 

Article, any other provision of the Lake Oswego Code, or the conditions of a permit, the City Manager 

may summarily abate the noncompliance and the person shall pay the City all costs incurred in 

relation to such abatement. 

16.  In addition to the specific requirements of this Article, sidewalk cafes shall comply with all policies 

adopted by the City Manager relating to the location, appearance, configuration or operation of the 

sidewalk cafe. 

42.19.060 Liability and Insurance. 

1.  Prior to the issuance of the permit, the permittee shall furnish a signed document, in a form 

acceptable to the City Manager, agreeing that the permittee shall defend, indemnify and hold 

harmless the City, its officers and employees, from any claims for damages to property or injury to 

persons that may occur in connection with any activity carried on pursuant the permit. 

2.  Prior to the issuance of the permit, and at all times throughout the duration of the permit, the 

permittee shall furnish and maintain such public liability, food products liability and property damage 

insurance as will protect the permittee and the City from all claims for damage to property or bodily 

injury, including death, that may arise from operations under the permit or in connection therewith. 

Such insurance shall provide coverage of not less than the amount of municipal tort liability under the 

Oregon Tort Claims Act. Such insurance shall be without prejudice to coverage otherwise existing, 

shall name the City, its officers and employees as additional insureds, and shall further provide that 

the policy shall not be terminated, canceled or materially modified prior to the expiration of the permit 

without 30 days written notice to the City. 

42.19.070 Form and Conditions of Permit.   

In addition to naming the permittee and other information deemed appropriate by the City Manager, the 

permit shall include the following conditions: 
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1.  The permit shall expire one year from the date issued. 

2.  The permittee shall comply with this Article and all other provisions of the Lake Oswego Code. 

3.  The permit issued shall be personal to the permittee only and is not transferable in any manner. 

4.  The permit may be suspended, terminated or modified by the City Manager if the public interest 

requires use of the right-of-way for a public event, construction, repair, installation of public art, or for 

any other purpose. 

5.  Any other conditions of approval that the City Manager deems appropriate to ensure compliance with 

the provisions of this Article and with any policies adopted pursuant to LOC 42.19.050 (17). 

42.19.080 Denial, Revocation or Suspension of Permit. 

1.  The City Manager may deny, revoke or suspend a permit for any sidewalk cafe if it is found that: 

a.  Any provision of this Article, or any condition of approval, will be or has been violated. 

b.  Any necessary health or business permit has been suspended, revoked or canceled; 

c.  The permittee does not have insurance as required by LOC 42.19.060. 

d.  Such action is in the public interest for the reasons stated in LOC 42.19.070 (4). 

2.  Upon denial, revocation or suspension, the City Manager shall give written notice of such action to 

the applicant or permittee, stating the action that has been taken and the reason for the action. The 

action shall be effective immediately. Within 10 calendar days after the written notice is issued, the 

applicant may make a written request for a hearing by the City Council. Upon hearing the matter, the 

City Council shall render a decision concerning the permit. The decision of the City Council shall be 

final. 

42.19.090 Penalties. 

Violation of any provision of this article shall be a civil violation as defined in LOC Article 34.04 of the 

Lake Oswego Code and shall be punishable by a fine as set forth in that Article. 

42.19.100 Repeal or Amendment of Article; Termination or Modification of Sidewalk Cafes. 

The City has the right to repeal or amend this Article at any time and thereby terminate or modify all 

sidewalk cafe operations. No permittee shall obtain any property right in the continued private commercial 

use of the public sidewalk by virtue of the provisions of this Article, or any permit issued hereunder. 
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