
 

 
 
TO: Planning Commission 
 
FROM: Scot Siegel, Director of Planning and Building Services 
 Sarah Selden, Associate Planner 
 
SUBJECT: Continuation of Commission for Citizen Involvement Discussion 
 
DATE: May 23, 2014 
 
 
The Planning Commission met on April 14 as the Commission for Citizen Involvement. The 
Commission listened to citizen comment, began to address CCI goals for the year, and held 
work sessions on the Public Involvement approach for two upcoming planning projects: the 
Lake Grove Parking Plan and Southwest Employment Area Plan. (Please refer to the April 14 
meeting page at http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/boc_pc/planning-commission-51.) 
 
The Commission recognized the need to schedule another meeting date to continue their 
discussion of general CCI items, and to complete their discussion of the Southwest Employment 
Area (SWEA) Plan Public Involvement Process. Staff proposes continuing the discussion on June 
9. This date would allow the Commission to provide additional feedback on the SWEA advisory 
committee composition and public involvement plan before July 1, when City Council is 
scheduled to award the consultant contract and appoint the advisory committee. 
 
Staff suggests that the Commission identify any other items they would like to discuss on June 
9. Two ideas are to discuss advisory committee composition generally (not specific to SWEA 
Plan), and to continue the discussion on the 3rd bullet below, regarding how to digest public 
comment earlier in the public hearing process. 
 
Citizen Involvement Recommendations from April 14, 2014 meeting: 

• The City Council and City Manager need to make it clear that they want to hear from the 
community, and when community members talk, the City will listen. All voices should be 
heard. The City should be clear at the outset about how public input will be used. The 
City should provide a response to the public so the community understands how their 
input influenced the decision, and whether the decision was aligned with their opinion. 

• Decision-makers should receive training on how to respond to public comment. As 
appropriate, they need to communicate directly with the audience (i.e., break down 
“the fourth wall” (as in theater) and express why they’re making a particular decision.  
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• The Commission needs time to digest public comment. Questions raised include 
whether the City could have an earlier deadline for written testimony, such as the Friday 
before the hearing. 

• There should be City-wide staff training on effectively working with the public. 
 
CCI Goals for 2014: 
 
• Public Process Improvements  

o Best Practices for public involvement in City-initiated zone changes 
o Commission’s approach to receiving and processing public testimony on land use 

hearing items 
 
• Broaden Public Participation 

o Youth involvement in planning 
o Strategies for City and neighborhood associations to increase number and 

diversity of participants 
 
• Planning Commission Outreach 

o Communication with other City boards and commissions 
o Neighborhood association outreach 


