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CITY OF LAKE OSWEGO 

Planning Commission Minutes 
Special Meeting 

November 17, 2014 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

Chair Randy Arthur called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. in the conference room at the 
Main Fire Station, 300 B Avenue, Lake Oswego, Oregon. 
 

2. ROLL CALL 
Members present were Chair Randy Arthur, Vice Chair Ed Brockman and Commissioners 
William Gaar, John LaMotte, Todd Prager and Bill Ward.  Commissioner Adrianne Brockman 
was excused.  Council Liaison Jeff Gudman was also present. 
 
Staff present was Scot Siegel, Planning and Building Services Director. 
 

3. COMMISSION FOR CITIZEN INVOLVEMENT 

Chair Arthur reported that he and Commissioners Ed Brockman and John LaMotte attended 
the Rosewood Neighborhood Association/CPO general meeting on November 13th at the 
River Grove Elementary School Library. 
 
Chair Arthur announced that the Commission received an invitation to attend the Chamber of 
Commerce Government Affairs Committee meeting at noon on Thursday, November 20th at 
459 Third Street.  He indicated that the Commission could discuss goals and the parking 
study.  In addition, he reported that on Saturday, November 22nd at 9:30 a.m. the Commission 
was scheduled to meet Tom O’Connor, with the Uplands Neighborhood Association, at City 
Hall; Mr. O’Connor would lead the Commission on a driving tour of their neighborhood. 
 

4. COUNCIL UPDATE 

Councilor Gudman advised that he had spoken with his colleagues casually and shared with 
them that the workload of the Planning Commission and staff, based on requests that had 
been submitted, were double the resources available and would require the Commission to 
meet every week during the course of 2015.  He suggested that once the Commission receive 
the final list, they emphasize that they are being asked to do more than the available 
resources; he clarified that the entire list should be provided to Council with their 
recommendation of prioritization.  Mr. Siegel advised that the list of applications for assistance 
with neighborhood plans would need to be paired down to what could be reasonably 
accomplished in the year. 
 

5. FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS AND ORDER 
5.1 Sensitive Lands Code Amendments 2014 (LU 14-0053) 

The Commission reviewed the draft Findings, Conclusions and Order (Findings).  Chair Arthur 
preferred the phrase “the Commission received testimony” rather than “heard testimony” 
because both oral and written testimony were received.  Commissioner Prager asked if only 
oral testimony received at the hearing was included in the Findings and not necessarily the 
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written testimony.  Mr. Siegel explained that the Findings reflect the decision of the 
Commission and incorporate the staff report and exhibits by reference, and also refer to oral 
deliberations.  He indicated that the City Council would receive the Council Report, Findings, 
Ordinance, and Planning Commission Staff Report.  Chair Arthur pointed out a misspelled 
word and suggested different wording on page 4, line 7:  remove the words “the limitations of” 
and leave the remainder of the sentence. 
 
Mr. Siegel clarified for Commissioner Ward that in regard to Code Fix #8, invasive trees would 
not be included in delineations.  Commissioner Prager inquired about Item #7 (Fix #8) on the 
Findings, regarding the methodology of mapping tree groves.  He questioned if staff had 
confirmed that aerial photography was the process used.  Mr. Siegel confirmed that aerial 
photography interpretation and habitat assessment on the ground were used.  He explained 
that it was not possible to walk the perimeter of all the groves; aerial photography was used to 
put groves on the map. 
 
Vice Chair E. Brockman moved to approve the Findings, Conclusions and Order for LU 14-
0053, as amended.  Commissioner LaMotte seconded the motion and it passed 6:0. 
 

6. OTHER BUSINESS/SCHEDULE 

Chair Arthur noted that on December 8, 2014, the Commission would be reviewing and 
discussing applications for Neighborhood Planning and making a recommendation to City 
Council.  He indicated that he had asked staff to provide an overview of the cultural, historic 
and legal bases (parameters) of neighborhood planning.  He also indicated that Commission 
goals would be discussed and that time should be reserved for unexpected work.  
Commissioner LaMotte asked that staff also look at smaller projects that can be done in a 
timely manner, such as the duplex issue. 
 
Chair Arthur noted that on January 26, 2015, the Commission would be having their “Best 
Practices and Self-Assessment” session without a consultant.  He indicated that Mr. Siegel, 
Mr. Boone and the Commission itself would be planning the session.  He anticipated that he, 
Vice Chair E. Brockman, Commissioner LaMotte and Mr. Siegel would meet to develop ideas 
for improving processes.  He asked that Commissioners send an e-mail to Mr. Siegel, and 
copy him, if they had any ideas they would like included or if they wanted to lead a discussion.  
Mr. Siegel indicated he would send a reminder out prior to the meeting. 
 
The Commission briefly discussed breaking the workload up into more manageable chunks 
amongst the Commission and utilizing the expertise existing on the various boards and 
commissions.  Commissioner LaMotte asked if there was any overlap of work between the 
city’s boards.  Mr. Siegel indicated that he would look at the Historic Resources Advisory 
Board and Natural Resources Advisory Board.  He noted that the City Council would have a 
Boards and Commissions Summit following the Council’s scheduled goal-setting retreat in 
January. 
 

7. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no other business Chair Arthur adjourned the meeting at 7:10 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Scot Siegel  /s/ 
Scot Siegel, Director 
Planning and Building Services 
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