
EXHIBIT G-3/PAGE 1 

From: Dianne Cassidy [mailto:cassidy@pacifier.com]  
Sent: Tuesday, December 03, 2013 12:27 AM 
To: Council Distribution; Siegel, Scot 
Subject: Comp Plan - Neighborhood Villages, Neighborhood Commons and Mixed Use 
 
To:                   The Mayor and City Council 
Date:    December 3, 2013 
Re:                   Comprehensive Plan Part 2 
From:   Dianne Cassidy 
                        3601 Wren St. 
                        Lake Oswego, OR 97034 
 
"Neighborhood Villages" is a land use term used throughout the country, though it is also known as 
urban villages.  Most of these "villages" are larger than in LO, but most are in large cities, not small, 
suburban towns, and are more of a central meeting place for the community surrounding it - where 
there is also high-density housing and businesses.  This type of increased activity is not compatible 
with Lake Oswego neighborhoods.  Most of the uses allowed under the new designation are already 
permitted, so no new designation is needed - especially one that will probably result in more codes.   
 
The comp plan refers to "enhanced opportunities for mixed use" which is likely the background 
policy for the code streamlining which re-giggers the CDCs including changes in function of zones 
and dimensions and permitted uses for each zone. 

  http://www.ci.oswego.or.us/sites/default/files/fileattachments/planning/calend
arevents/18698/attachment_12_summary_code_changes_for_ac.pdf 
 
The term, "Neighborhood Commons" is described in 

Wikipedia http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Neighborhood_commons  as: 
A neighborhood commons is a shared community space where neighborhood residents can come 
together to celebrate life, and young and old can be in each other’s presence but not in each other’s way. 
It can be a small-scale, multi-use facility, combining a sitting area, tot lot, playground, park, and 
community garden, designed and constructed on one or more vacant lots by residents, volunteer 
professionals, and youth work teams. 
The term "neighborhood commons" was first widely used by landscape architect, educator, and 

psychologist Karl Linn, who guided the creation of many such spaces during the 1960s through 1980s, 

primarily in the northeastern United States.[1] 
 
 
The uses described in the Comp Plan for "Neighborhood Commons" include community gardening, 
temporary commercial, farmers' markets, etc.  Some of the NCs are in parks and at local schools 
which would permit new activities in residential areas.   At this time, a permit or special request is be 
needed for these uses.  With new land use designations there would be no need to ask for 
permission as permission is assumed.   
 
In looking over the Code Streamlining Update from April 2013 (there may be newer versions), I saw 
that community gardens has been added as a permitted use in every commercial, public & natural 
area, park and industrial zone.  Why?  As an office owner, I would not like to own a commercial 
property next door to a community garden.  Zoning should be used to segregate dissimilar uses that 
detract from one another, and this is a good example.  Congregate gardens can be placed on public 
property (parks?) when demand exists and the city council approves the change in  land use or as 
an update to the Parks Master Plan.   
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Gardening is not a right that the city needs to provide for, but an activity that should be allowed at 
certain locations the same as tennis, golf or the community gardens at Luscher Farm.  If a private 
entity wants to start their own garden, a determination about where this should occur should be 
decided by all city residents and the council since it will impact us all.  This is not Portland, and all 
LO residents should decide how they want their city to function - not just planners and an advisory 
group.      
 
By allowing the "enhanced opportunities for mixed use" to remain in the Comp Plan, I believe the city 
will be set up for development that does not work but is, unfortunately, allowed by code - since 
codes are written to sync with the comp plan.   
 
Please eliminate from the Comp Plan all references to: 

 Neighborhood Villages 
 Neighborhood Commons 
 "enhanced opportunities for mixed use"   

Thank you, 
 
Dianne Cassidy 


